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Number seven shed In  Rldgeway
Brook mill was admittedly the most
exclusive and coneervative room i
the factory, and was managed not (o
much by Itz overlooker and ' tackioys’
a8 by an old nnd privilezed hand call-
ed Peggy Prat, who had been lhere
time out of count, nnd was appareatiy
as much a fAxture ae the Iron plllar
which stood at her loom end,

Nearly all tpe handa employed at
the time of our story were her nomi
nees, and how Jessje Gleave came (o
obtaln the pair of looms which wrre
vacant when Sally Hunter got marricd
was & mystery which purzied the rest
of the hands and seriously piqued
Peggy. It was a crisis. Poggy had a
feeling that her prestige was at stiake;
but as the looms had been glven by
the head overlooker, who rearcely ever
Interfered In such matters Peggy.
after some reflections, was philisopher
enough to see that the sureat way (n
retain unauthorized dominion Ig not to
strain i, and so she resolved to “take
It out” of the newromer

She had been sulky and wordless all
morolng, therefore, but by the break-
fagt Interval had made up her mind
At the entrance end of tho shed, where
the tacklers’ stood, whs An open Bpace;
and when the engloe stopped tho weay-
ers assembled bere, and, squalting

about on the floor or on uplturned cop- )

kips, took their mcrning meal. " End
ine and machinery helng etill, 'Ih?ﬂ-‘.
was unwooted ellence, except for Fha
clatter of women's 10DEUeH. ‘nu-/n.,w
arrival did not join the company
eank shyly down at the far en
loom alley, mlmost hidden U
beam. It was about two _Wours since
Jessle Gleave came amgng them and
In that short time every woman in the
place hud Inspected Aoe and could
have told almaost everyl giitch she wore.
They she waus married
to that part
hid _Hkewlse dix-
By," the tackler who
i care, was smitten
t she had the best
the shed. She had
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low, mascaline sort of volce, the more
resonable were not surprised. In the
dinner-hour the better singers, and
tinse who couid aot sing but thought
they could, wers sometimes roughly
censtrained to glve solos; and on sev-
rral oecaslons Slippy Jane, who was &
sort of self-appolnied otagr-manager,
Iinvited Jessle, whom she called "Putty-
[ace,” to “oblige the company." Jessie
Joined In her soft, quiet way in the
laugh ngainst her, but nobody thought
seriously of preseing her Lo sing. Then
Blippy Jane male a discovery, Spying
In Jessle's  temporary absence In the
warehouse, Among the newcomer's per-
sonkl belonging, she came avross &
papes-back copy “of “The Messlah."
With a_little whoop of triumph Jane
held it up, and 1o & few seconds some
thicty girls were standing round ex-
amining and discussing It

The secret, such as It was, ¥us out,
and for three days poor Je€5ale was bul-
led and gquizzed untll her pale face
2rew pititul to behold, And then an
amazing’ thing oceurred. Ona after-
"““"‘{ns telegraph boy—n rare comer,
ludeshi —was led Into the shed, and
CoNflucted =lraight to Jessle. A few
mlhuten latei he departed with a reply,
Ald at four o'clock Jessle stopped her
loms and went home. What could It
mean? Some thought she was leaving
the shop for good, hut when Jessle
came back next morning more weary-
lovking than ever, the queen of the
shop was jeered so unmercifully for
her fallure that she determined 10
drive her uway. On Friday, the pay-
day, Pegey Pratt, who bad all day been
unusually taciturn, left the shed and
went oul.

In ten minutes ehe was back, with
the still damp local paper fust (ssued,
Sho threw off her shawl, called to her
slde Dinah Heit, who ncted as public
render to the shed, nnd, handing her
the paper doubled down at a certaln
paragraph, laconically commanded her
Lo read.

Dinah did as she was bldde
acunced
“Migcellansous Conee

he extract g

and an-

ham,"

—t

singer herseif. All fear, all shynes |
bad gone, the face had become impas-
sloned; the singer had escaped them,
forgotten them, floated out of thelr
reath, her throat swelling, hor face
glawing, and her eyes ablaze with
glory. She was somewhere else, sing-
ing Lo somebody else, und all the fire
and passign of her soul were In her
nong. Every eye was riveted upon her,
fascinated and hypnotized, the music
forgotten In the musiclun; they watch-
ed and walched, and suddenly another
flush and an enger, radlant smile pasa-
ed over her face, tears gushed from
eyes that seemed drowning In glory;
ahe swayed a moment, expanded her
chest for m Inst eort, and the next mo-
ment lay swooning on the floor,

When Jessle came (o hersell, nothing
would (nduce her to go home, and by
threa o'clock, whiter and wanner than
ever, she had sct her looms golog
But that was the quietest®afternoon In
the history of Number Seven shed,
and though litle was sald, everything
that those rough natures could think
of was done to atone for the past.

Jessle was not In her place mnext
morning, neither was Peggy Pratt
The Iatter, however, came at breakfast
time, and as poon as the weavers had
got all seated, with their _eatables In
thelr laps, and Their cans at the toraer
of their knees, Peggy camg out of her
loom alley, and, standing In thelr
midst, commanded, “Hearken!™

Attention was not difficult to get,
for they had not yet recovered from
the sudden sobering of the day before,
and most of them felt there must be
something yet to be told,

Even the rattle of spoons and can-
bandlea stopped.

“I've found out all about that—that
there singer."

The listeners were forgetting to eat.

"She won a scholarship for singing,
an' wur goin' to Loondon fur ¢ larn to
be a perfessional.”

One or two looked a little supercili-
ous,

“And her folks wanted her to brelk
it off wi’ her chap, ‘cause he wur slek-
Iy."

The mentlon of her “chap" ralsed a
little gigele among the Junlors, but it
was suppressed by sterpest glances,

“An" "vizad ‘o that she married him
and chucked London up,"

A low murmuring, supported
Nty palrs of shining ayes.

"And her folks took agean her for
It; and when he wur took bad she had
to tai’ tb her weyving ngvin Lo keep
him and his mother."

Bhort Mttle gasps of interest and
geveral biting epithets,

LAn' she's gotlen him big doctors

xpensive things to do him good,
ly worked herself to dealh.
her to stop wi' him yester-
ouldn't, they were too

by

CUSTOMS OF NAVAJOS.

WIVES ARE EOUGHMT AND THE
MOTHERIN-LA'Y RULES.

Old Husbands for Young Girle—The
Marriage Cercmony Simple—Super-
ctitions Prevent the MNavajos From
Digging Graves — Funeral Feasls
and Cuctoms,

The Navijo 1s
mons in tendeney,
pay voundly for
most wealthy of the
the luxury soveral

When a young wile has grown old
and ugly, the husband often discards
her, taklong wunto himscll a younger
and prettler one. Thus he takes his
wives tandem, mstend of sbreast us
the Mormons did,

The Nuavajo sccures his wife
purchase and the Navajo  melden
never lncks offers of marriage. She
I# not at lberty to choose for hersell,
but Is a sort of smandiong lnvitation,
which her mother holds out, for In-
formal proposals,

The Navajo motherin-duw 18 the
gremtest on earth, for Lhe daughter
belongs to her mother untl] married,
“whet—the-"brideg oom also  hecomes
the property of his motherin-law,
with whom he lg required to live. As
he s also requiied never to look her

somewhnt
hut ps he has (o
each wife only the
iribe can afford

wives,

polygn-

ol

by

| In the face, exlslence hecomes & com-
| plicated problem

The young girl seldom pgols &
young husband and the young man
seldom gels a young wife, Property
among the Navajos ls mostly posses-
seldl by the old men, g0 they are, as a
rule, able to offer a larger price for
the girl than is the ybung man who
las not yet had time to aecumnlate
hls fortune, U requires  several
ponles and a good flock of sheep to
buy & young and buxom Navajo
wnlden.

"I recently wiitnessed an old squaw
leading a young girl about 10 years
old, In the school giounds al the
Navajo agency,” says a writer In the
Indlan School Journal. "As she ap-
proached the agent's office she fell
vpon her face by the sldewalk and
Immediately sel up & loud, mournful
walling,

“‘Some of her poople
dead,” | sald to the agent.

v he replled. ‘1 koow the old
lady well, You see that ltde girl
sitting there on the sldewalk beslde
her? Well, that girl s nabout ten
yoeurs old.; A short time ngo her

mother her to an old man for
his wife.

“'‘He Is 70 years old and stone
blind. The maiter~was reported to
me, and | ordered her to bring he
little girl to the agency and put her

must be

gan and burn 1t up, with its conlents,
thus cremating the body.

Belleving that an evil spirit enters
a hondly at death, and that If they
come In contact with the dead this
evil spirit will enter Into their bodies,
they nre afrald to touch a corpse or
oven the house o which the person
died

Upon the death ~f the head of a
Novajo family all of his posseasionns
ko to his relatlves—brothers, slsters,
ele,—Instead of descending to his
wife and children. This custom s,
perhaps, the most harmfuol in effect
of any practised these days by the
Navajo

It often leaves the wife and chik
dren destltute, eapeclally where the
hushund owned the focks as well ns
the cattle and the ponies. However,
the Navajo women ugually own the
flocks, In which case the mother and
children have some means of scanty
support at least.

SEEKS TO GROW OUR TOBAGCO.

Japan Imports American Product Now
But Planas to Ralse It at Home.
Under authority of t(he tobacco
monapoly bureau of Japan, which is
operated as an adjunct o the Depart-
ment of Finance, T, Abe of Toklo
ecalled at the Department of Agricul
ture, Washington, D, C., with ereden-
linls from Viscount Aokl, the Japanese
Ambassador, Lo ascertain exactly the

and North and South Carolinh, a part
of which Is sent 1o Japan, as well as
the method of production.

Mr. Abe made no seeret of the fact
that the Japanese government desired
all mformation possible regarding the
culture of this partleulnr grade of to
bacco In order that Japanese farmers
may successfully grow it, and thus do
awny with the necessity of Importing
Ameriean-grown lobacco, BSeveral al-
templs have been made to cultivate
the Ameriean product In Japun, but
failure inevitably resuited betause the
tobaceo produced lacked the aroma

charncteristie of the American pro-
] duct Such Information as the depart-
| men had was glven to Japan's repre-

sentative, who later left for Connectl

| eut to Inspect the Government experl-
| mental station In that State.

The Government has become alarm-

‘ ed over the effect on American tobao

oo exports due to Governmental mon-

opollee abroad, having In mind the

conditlons existing In France, Italy,

Spaln, Austrinfand Japan, and Lo meet
|tlu~un conditions and to prevent, so
| far as possible, a curtallment of Amer-
| fean exports of tobacco, there was In-
corporgted In the Agricuitural Appro-
printiog billl recently an amendment
providing for an Investigation
vpuntried where the busin

i b

amount of tobacco ralsed in Virginia |

IKilling Dandelicna.

Many luguiries have beea dddress
ed to this department nuking for adviee
on how to kill dandelions In lRwne I
The best means, of conrse, and suret
18 to dig them nup, root and oll, This s
tedlous, however, and expensive, Try
In cage the digzing process 15 not eime-
ployed, the sulphate of lron solution
Use a good slzed handful to three gal
lona of waler and sprinkle this over an
area  twenty feet square, 1t will not
Injure the grass and will kill the
dandellong—ut least some of them,

Show Birds for Egg Production.
One of the hes
writer ever made was a $I5 cock In-
troduced among u fMock of  pullets
ralaed from a-dollar-a-dozen  egRs
The pulleis were fairly well bred, and

Investments the

from good laving stock, but the in-
troduction of the high-bred cock, o
show bird In the sense (hat he
bred for perfect markines and form
' arcording to the standard and scored
over 00, gave me chicks thal were a
good many percent hetter from the
wtandpolnt of egg production  than
thelr mothers,

wis

3ummer Use of Grains,

The feeding problem In some sec-
tions {squite formidable In the sum-
mer as In the winter, and this I8 par-

|Iiflliar|y the case where the feeding
Iz largely done in the barn, which,
by the way, le becoming more popi-
| lar every year among dalrymen. What
| grains one shall use depends lnrgely
|v|mn the methods which individusl
| feeders have found most profitable In
| the past, but corn, in the summer ra-
tlon, must be sparingly used. The
stock foods or the concentrated grains,
1pm1'hnm!. already mixed, ought also
| to be handled carefully and partion-
||m‘|)r s0 when llitle or no pasture s
given the animals.

No All-Round Poultry Food.

A correspondent asks for some poul-
try food which will answer for gen-
eral purposes—that is, & food which

. hans lay, which is also good

od which may by
eatred

bwekpround for a bed of Aowers or A
fime jlint the side of the yard
wlhivre the clumip plunts are put In
who hase little time to de
the eultivation of flowern
ol plont blenninls and perennials
Many of them are very attractive and
nono require much care.

1or

I hoge

vere o

The Onlon Maggot.

Every onfon grower should prepare
evombat thls destructive pest wnd
begin carly, ‘The onlon maggot 1 the
Immature stage of a small fy that
lays eggs In the onlon when they are
very small. The fly looks something
like o small house fly The maggot
appears when the plants are gquile
voung and works directly Into the
bl entirely destroying it for use
O couree all |nfested plants should
be carefully taken out and burned as
s s discovered

Treatment with kerosene and sand
for smnll patches of onions and treat-
ment with commercial fertilizers for
lurge folds s recommended, The kero-
sone and sand treatment consists of
placing sand with herosens oll along-
plde the young plants, but oot quite
touching hem. It keeps the Ales from
faving their oges and kills some young
maggots outright. Use s cupful of oll
o a bucketful of dry sand.

The ferdlzer treatment |5 as fol-
lows:  With hand plow turn aside the
soll from the rows of voung plants,
moking n little furrow on each slde
of the row, then sow broadeast about
i) pounds of kenit and 200 pounds of
nitrate of soda per acre; turn back the
gofl and walt for raln. When the raln
comes It will wash the salty fertllizors
into the #oll and kil the maggots, be-
eldes stimulnging the plants to fresh
vigor and thus help them to overcome
the effects of the pests.—The Epltom-s
lat.

Earth for Hog Pen Floors.
While the c¢ement floor may bs the
fdeal one for the hog pen, as claimed
kv many kwine breoders, our experl-
enee hias been that the floor of earth,
i it is of clay and gravel, will anewer
the purpose egqually well with a small
number of swine. If we had large
herds we should certainly use cememt,
which ean be applied at any time With

the earth floor as a foundation,
The one floor which ought not to be
nsed 18 that of plank, and the reasons
p obvious to every one who Weeps

fne. They m wol apd

Jsretaln g
mlbg
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PECULIAR PEUVLE.

DI yon ever obserse when you ride en
moenr

How tunny the peaple all xeem?
I yom wit, o you stomd, or you hang on &

s very mneh lke o dream
nwotn whi s g inning an hard
i,
vl woman wiope

Phaews s 1
we e
s njar,

hat
‘ In s red A8 B

[ET T
v o B G

There's i

hioa b

Al
A Frornl

mn whn s wearing & very
Wi

Wth o
with o v i

vl nt ol
ul chocker-board

n shnw

un In 1
worth

I
Flimoride thirty=
BCnr—
funny

ng Eam, with
uls think they aroe

whio & bowing tn men
fNond her fare;
get off yaur tons,

the yellow-red halr;

mnants of egg on

And the Kkl with
The man who I Te
Bl oliin

Annther witly hodf a cigar,
A vay-lirdeod ol vinner who's trylog Ao
(RN
o O W CAT,

L'anvol,

Mat wall I'm forgetting
ey el
The thought almosd glves me a J
Perhaps  they ape  thinking  tho
things of e

These people 1 ar

Noow, perhingm,

AT
Eams

Stntesman,

“Papa, what Is aatire?" '"Well, for
example, when your mother asks me
how much I've won at the prayer mest-
Ing.""—Life.

Wigg: Do you belleve that every
man hag his price? Wagg: No, Lota
of men give themselves away.—FPhila
delphls Record.

Preceptor—Your translation today
bore marks of distinction. Btudent—
Yes, 1 put ‘em there because peopld
were always borrowling It—er———
Princeton Tiger

“If a thing I8 worth dolog at all 1t
should be well done,” remarks the man
who butts In. “Except when you ordes
n rare steak,” replled the ready re-
torter —Milwaukes Sentinel

Mrs, Upperten: Yes, my daughter re-
fused Lord Addlepate because he was
old, poor, cormpt, weak-minded, &
physical wreck and she didn't love
bim! Mrs, Newlyrich: What fools
young girls are!

Rimer: 1 think the Idea is certalnly

poetical.

raln; would you? Crittick: I would

net. Rimer: How would you put It =

out, then? Crittick: I would not.—

Philadelphia Press.
“I've been reading abong

I might make it into a quat-



