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A STRAIGHT ISSUE.

The New York World says that Major
McKinley has made a grave mistake in
his Ohio straddle on the money question.
Itadds:

““T'he money question is one of the ut-
most consequence just now. The leat
last understand it. They are divided into
two bodies. The issue is simple enough.
The people on both sides of this question
are asking parties and candidntes the
categorical question, Are you or are you
not in favor of free and unlimited silver
coinage at the ratio of 16 to 1 and without
waiting for international agreement? No
attempt to answer this question with
equivocations is likely to satisfy the men
on either side of ‘the controversy. We
have passed beyond that stage.”’

In the main the World is entirely right.
The issue has come just as any student of
politics must have known that it was
bound to come, ever since the elections of
’g4 rebuked the Democratic President and
Congress for misusing their great oppor-
tunity. Descending to details, a better
statement of the issue than that given by
the World is that it is bimetallism against
the single gold standard.

Many advocates of free coinage would
be content, perhaps the majority of them,
with a different ratio from 16 to 1, if they
only knew how to ascertain what the trne
ratio should be. In the absence of such
knowledge, they demand that the status
quo before the unconditional repeal, be re-
stored ; and that their servants at Wash-
ington then proceed to open the mints, as
required by the Democratic national plat-
form, to gold and silver on equal terms.

As the alternative provided for in the
platform—that of a settlement of the ratio
at the then impending Brussels confer-
ence—has failed, the other alternative re-
mains, viz.: to restore free -coinage by
legislation. As the legislation referred to
is domestic (American) legislation, and
the American ratio, already established
by law, is 16 to 1, 16 to 1 is the ratio at
which it is necessary to resume the coin-
age. If that turns out not to be the com-
mercial ratio, after a reasonable time, itis
very easy to change. But the platform is
mandatory. It leaves no alternative on
that point. The alternatives laid down in
that instrument have reference only to
details. The administrationists say, in
effect, that they can’t carry out the main
point—the platform’s command to restore
the equality of silyer with gold at the
mints—because they are uncertain how
the details,should be treated. It is to
meet this wretched dodge that the definite
cry of 16 to 1 has arisen. As we have
said, the cry is for that specific ratio be-
cause it is the only ratio known to our

laws—a very mnatural thing to call for,
one would say.

But the most interesting feature of the
World’s statement is the fact that—in
common with the rest of the single stand-
ard papers—it abandons the pretense that
the *‘silver craze’’ has died.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY.

This is St. Patrick’s Day, the day of
the Patron Saint of Ireland, and is held
sacred because on the 17th of March, A,
D., 469, St. Patrick died. Various other
dates are given as those of his death year,
but the best authorities give the one we
have mentioned.

It is not surprising that circumstances
connected with the life of a person who
lived 14 hundred years ago should be

clouded with unmcertainty. So it is nat-
ural that even his existence should be
doubted by some, espaeintty~as_ Yradition
calls for three Patricks: Succat Patrick,
Patrick Palladius, and Senn Patrick. The
better authorities agree that Succat was
the Saint Patrick who christianized Ire-
land.

Other accounts ascribe the birth-place
of St. Patrick to Gaul (France), to Corn-
wall, to Wales, to Ireland itself, and so
on. The best authorities say that he was
born in the province of Valencia, which
was the territory comprised between the
walls of Antoninus and of Severus in the
southern part of Scotland. He was of
noble Roman ancestry, as his name (Pat-
ricius) would indicate. He was the son
of the deacon (magistrate) Calpurnius,
who was the son .of Potitus, a priest.
When he was about 15 years of age, and
in the year 411, he was carried off, with a
number of his neighbors, by the Scots and
Picts, who made then one of their incur-
sions into Valencia, and sold as a slave
on the opposite coast of Ireland. Here he
remained in hard slavery, tending cattle,
for six years, when he made his escape.
After his escape, he conceived the idea of
devoting himself to the conversion of the
Irish to christianity, and ‘prepared him-
self for the priesthood at COandida Casa,
St. Ninian’s inonastery in Britain.

He was probably 30 years of age, that
is, it was ‘in the year 425, when he re-
turned to Ireland as a priest and began
his mission. He was made a bishop in
441, and from that year to his death in
469 he preached and administered his sa-
cred office throughout Ireland. He found
there 3 millions of pagans, and left them
at the end of his 44 years of work, christ-
ianized if not christians.

Our administrationist friends are not
coming up to the rack in the way their
recent brave words would require them
to do. They say they won't bolt if the
national convention adopts a free silver
platform. What we need first to know is
whether or not they will submit loyally
to the action of the State convention if
it should decide not to send delegates to
Chicago. The State convention comes
first, and the first test of loyalty may
occur there., Again: they should be more
specific with reterence to free coinage.
Will they remain loyal, or will they bolt,
if the Chicago convention adopts a 16 to
I platform? They must not take our per-
tinacity amiss, but the fact that they have
no condemnation for the Kentucky Car-
lisle bolters renders them open to criti-
cism.

Campbell and McKinley.

Washington Letter. |

Ex-Governor Campbell, of Ohio, who is
regarded as in line with the demnocratic
presidential lightning, if he doesn’t get
struck, is in Washington on business.
He has been observing the McKinley
boom and thus sizes it uE : “It's a pretty
strong boom, very healt y and vigorous
right now, but whether it will pan out
next June is another question. I hardly
think it will. Iftheconvention were held
to-morrow or next week, doubtless Gov.
McKinley would be the nominee, but
there is a lot of time for the other people
to develop counteracting booms. Then
there are the Southern delegates that
some people think wi!l bear watching—
:pey are a factor in the St. Louis conven-
ion.”
e ——

When Baby was sick, we gave her Castoria.
When she was a Child, she cried for Castoria,
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria.
When she had Children, she gave them Castornia.

Children Cry for Pitcher's Castoria,
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A NICE LINE OFe— L.
FINE GOLD-FILLED WATCHES

Just received by 3

FRANEKE BEASILEY.
For sale at LOW Prices.

38-

A NEW BOOK.

S. S ScrRANTON & Co., Publishers, Hartford,
Conn., want 1000 agents to canvass for a brand
new book that will be especially ﬁiopnlar dar-
ing this Presidential year and will CERTAINLY
sell in every eommunity.

It is a handsome volume finely illustrated
and moderate in price. _

No experience n¢eded to sell it. A grand
chance for men and women to earn money
easily right at home. Write to them at once
for particulars. 37-3t

The Syracuse Cyele Co., Syracuse, N. Y.,
make the following interesting statement:
“The demand for Syracuse Bicycles in the
metropolitan distriet is something phenom-
enal. It has gradually grown to such propor-
tions  that our metropolitan representative,
Chas. J. Stebbins, was in a quandary as to
how he would be able to secure Crimson Rims

nick emough to supply the ever increasing
gemand. This matter was settled, however,
by & wire to the Syracuse Cycle Co. on Feb.
95th, to the offect that he must have a car-
load by express at once. It is with consider-
able credit to the hustling propensities of this
company, that within two days after receipt
of this telegram, three hundred and twenty-
five Crimson Rim Syracuse bicyclos were
loaded 01 an American Express car and ship-

ed to New York. We are informed that this
1s the only ear-load express shipment ever be-
fore made in this country. Speeial dispensa-
tion was granted by the N. Y.C. & H. R. R. R.
to allow us to decorate the car with banners
appropriately lettered.

**Keep Your Fye on the Crim- |

son Rims.”

HUSKE HARDWARE HOUSE.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY AGENCY

—OF THE—

American - Wheelmen's - Protective
Association of Chicago.

Members furnished DUPLICATE of stolen
Wheel to ride while we are searehing for the
lost one, which remains in their possession
until stolen cne is returned to them (express
charges prepaid by us) in as good eondition
as whep stolen. ’

507 stoler Bicyeles replaced, recovered and
restored, all over the United States, the past
12 months.

Protection from loss of Bieycle by theft.
Cost, $2.00 Annually.

E.J. HALE, JR., Agent.

Blood and Skin Diseases

Always
Cured. D-B.B.

BOTANIO BLOOD BALNM never fails
et::eus.m'iltlimth er o{ g‘l)oog sn% 8kin dis-
8 the grea uthern build u

and yl.ng] Remedy, and cures all mi:lgneg
of skin and blood diseases. As a building
up tonic it is without a rival, and absolutely
beyond eomparison with any other similar
y eyer offered to the public. It is a
gonm for all ills resulting from impure
lood, or au impoverished condition of the

buman system. A single bo <
strate its paramount vfnmfﬂe will demon

" Send for free book of Wonderful Cures.

Price, $1.00 per large bottle; $5.00 for six
botties.

For sale by druggists; if not send to u
and medicine will be sent 8,
receipt of price. Address reight prepaid on

BLOOD BALM CO., Atlanta, Ga.

McDONALD'S COUGH CURE I8 SOLD IN THE
States of Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Massa-
chusetts, New York and Indiana

Verdiet; ‘‘It is as represented.”

Thé Clyde Steamship ¢,

New York Wilmington, N,

AND

Gedrgetown, S. C., Lines,

FROM PIER 29, EAST RIVER, NEW yqpy

Loecated bet. Chambers and Roosevelt Sta.,
At3 oeclock P. M

NEW YORK POR WILMINGTON

CROATAN Saturday, Mureh Mth
GEO. W. CLYDE -ecc. ..... Saturday, Mareh 2]g

WILMINGTON FOR NEW YORK.
CROATAN »+« Tuesday, March Uth
GEO W CLYDE- PRSPy Saturdu\', &];“'ch ﬁ”]

WILMINGTON FOR GEORGETOWN, § ¢
GEO W CLYDE

Through Bills Lading and Lowest Through
Rates guaranteed to and from points in Northgpg
Sonth Carolina.

For Freight or Passage apply to

Tuesday, Murch Ath

H. G. SMALLBONESs

Superintendent,
Wilmington, N. C.

'"HEO. G. EGER, T. M., Bowling Green, N, Y.
W. P. CLYDE & CO., General Agents,
5 Bowling Green, N.Y

o —
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HE BEST

SPRING MEDICINE

is SIMMONS LIVER REGULATOR. Don't
forget to take it. Now is the time you
need it most to wake up vour Liver. A
sluchish Liver brings on Malaria, Fever
and Ague, Rheumatism, and many other
ills which shatter the constitution and
wreck heaith. Don’t forget the word
REGULATOR. It is SIMMONS LIVER
REGULATOR you want. The word REG-
ULATOR distinguishes it from all other
remedies. And, besides this, SIMMONS
LIVER REGULATOR is a Regulator of the
Liver, keeps it properiy at worlk, that your
system may be kept in good condition.
FOR THE BLOOD takc SIMMONS
LIVER REGULATOR. It is the best blood
purifier and corrector. Try it.and not
the difference. Lool for the RED Z
on every package. You wont find It on
any other medicine, and there is no otner
Liver remedy like SIMMONS LIVER
REGULATOR—the Kingof Liver Remedies.
Be sure you get it.
J. H. Zeilin < Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
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When Baby was sick, we gave her Castoria.
When she was a Child, she cried for Castoria.
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria.
When she had Children, she gave them Castoris

Caveats, and Trade-Marks obtained, and all Pat-
ent business conducted for MopgRATE FEES.
OFFICE 1S OPpPOSITE U. S. PATENT omc’:
We can secure Futcnt in less time than Ltho
remote from Washington, ) "
Send model, drawing or photo,, with desc np—t
tion. We advise, if g-tmuble or not, {ree ©
charge. Our fee not due till patent is secured.
A PamenLET, “How to Obtain Patents,” with
cost of same in the U. S, and foreign countrics

sent free. Address,
C.A.SNOW & CO.

OPP. PATENT OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D. C.




