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Frightful Loss of Life Results From Bursting of
a Defective Boiler on Board,

NEARLY 100 HURT, MANY FATALLY

There Were More Than 250 Men
- Aboard the Vessel at the Time, and
of These 15 8Ballors Are Missing—
The Accident Occurred in the 8an
3 ‘D'h'g_o, Cal., Harbor Just Before the
'Vessel. Was Scheduled te Leave.

San Diego, Cal, Special—Twenty-

elght members of the crew of the
Unlted States gunboat Benning-
ton were killed gnd fourscore

sallors were Injured, 24 serlously, at
10 o'clock Thursday forencon by a
boller explosion that disabled the ves-
sel In 8an Diego harbor. Fifteen sall-
org are miseing. There were more
than 260 nren aboard the warship
when the accident-occutred, and many
men were hurled or forced to jump in-
to the sea by the terific explosion,
which lifted part of the deck and com-
pelled the beaching of the ship. The
Bennington, at the time of the accl
dent, was lying In the stream just
off the commercial wharf at H street.
The warshlp had received orders from
.the Navy Department at Washington
to sall this morning for Port Hariford
to meet the monitor Wyoming and
convey the monitor to Mare [Island
navy yard, Sen Francisco.
EXPLOSION TERRIFIC.

Steam was up and everything was
in readiness for the departure of the
Bennington when the starboard for-
ward boiler exploded wwith a terrific
roar. The explosion was terrific
People standing on shore saw a huge
cloud of steam rise above the Ben-
nington. Columns of water Wwere
forced high into the amir. A dozem or
fifteen men were blown overboard by
the force of the terrific explosion.
Capt. Wentworth, who was looking at
the Bennington when the disaster oc-
curred, says he saw human bodies
burled over a hundred feet upward.
The air was clouded with smoke which
enveloped the ship. When the haze
cleared away, only a few could be
seen on the decks, while a number
were floundering in  the water. A
boat was lowered from the vessel's
slde and most of the men in the water
were picked up and taken on board.

On hoard the Beanington were pre-
sented terrible scenes. The force of
the explosion had torn a great hole in
the starboard side of the ship, and the
vessel was already commencing 1o
list. A section of the wupper deck
was carried away from stem to stern.
Blood and wreckage was distributed
over the entire space, the after cabin
and that part of the ship adjocent to
the exploded boller resembling =
charnel houge. The shock of the ex-
plosion penetrated every section of
the ship, blood and ashes being found
as far as the stern of the caplain’s
cabin. Great damage was done in all
parts of the vessel. The boller which
exploded, it is said, was regarded as
unsafe, Commander Yeoung stated
that during a recent return from Hon-
olulu the steam prossure was kept re-
duced in that particular one.

List of the Dead.

San Diego, Cal., Special.—Saturday
night's summary of casuaities aboard
the gunboat Bennington, in San Diego
Bay, gives a total of 60 dead and 50 in-
jured, six probably fatally. A number
of men are still missing, some of these
may be dead, and probably & dozen of
the injured will die of their wounds.
Following is an official list of known
dead, with ages, oecupation and place
of birth or enlistment:

Ensign Newton K. Perry, 36, Colum-

B C.
M%-loy M. Taylor, 28, seamah, At-
lanta, Ga.
Bert A. Hughes, 19, seaman, Clarks-
ville, Ark.

Andréew Kamerer, 25, fireman, Lon-
donville, 0.

Joseph Newcomb, 27, seaman, Bos-
ton.

Harry Mosher, 26, fireman, Newark,

iy

Wilbur W. Wright, 32, steward, home
unknown.

Michael G, Quinn, 31, fireman, Kil-
kenny, [reland.

Clyde Haggbloom, 25, Leadvlille,

1

Kirley F. Morris, 24, fireman, Owens-
boro, Ky. -

Warren Parls, 36, coal passer, Lan-
sing, Mich,

Wm, C. Wilson, 19, geaman, German-
town, Cal.

Stephen W. Pollock, 24, eoal passer,
Honesdale, Pa.

Emil Dresch, 24, seaman, Newark,

-

Wm. Staub, 21, ireman, Bridgewater,
8. D.

John L. Burns, 20, seaman,
CREO.

Glen Brownlee, 24, seaman, Galves-
ton, Texas.

Wm. 1. Cherry, 24, blacksmith, Salem,
Mont,

Walter G. Grant, 22, coal passer, Chl-
Cago.

John Golka,
kee.

John MecKone, 23, fireman, Leadville,

Chi-

18, seaman, Milwau-

I, -

Edwin B. Robinson, 23, seaman, San
Francisco,

Charles O McKeen, 25, coal passer,
Pueblo, Col.

Charles J. Kuntz, 20, geaman, St
Louls,

Harry F. Saunders,
Springfield, Mo.

19 seaman,

Jodie W. Kempton, 18, seaman,
Loveland, Col.
Robert B. Carr, 18, seaman, Den-

ver.

Harry F. Smith, 23, seaman, Harri-
sonville, Mo,

Preston Carpenter, 20, seaman, AT\-
pihoe, Neb.

Robert L. Savage, 23, seaman, Wacq
Texas.

Leroy B. Archer, 30, geaman, Fowler,
Col.

Don C. Archer, 19, San
Francisco,

Richard T. House, 21, seaman, Colo-
rado Springs, Col.

Albert H. Schoregge, 21, seaman, New
Ulm, Minn.

John C. Barchus, 22, seaman, Clarin-
da, lowa.

L. J. Guthries, 25,
York.

Matthew G. Chambers,
Lewiston, Idaho,

seaman,

seaman, New

23, seaman,

Frederick M. Brown, 26, machlist,
San Francisco.

Josiah Ezell, 27, seaman, Waco,
Texas,

Frederlek J. Gelss, 29, coal passer,
Cincinnatl.

Claude H. Stevenson, 23, seasan, San
Frahclaco

Emile C. Hoffman, 25,
San Antonio, Texas

Jogeph Hilscher, 24, fireman, Seattle,
Wash.

Edward B. Ferguson, 16, chiel ma-
chinist, S8an Francisco,

Elmer 1. Brunson, 20, geaman, Chi-
CARO.

Four unlidentified men of the new
draft, who joined the Bennington at
San Diego.

Seven men, names uncertaln, known
to be in flooded compartmenta of the
vessel,

Thomas Burke, machinlst.

Jogeph Hunt, oiler.

George L. Clarke, chlef machinist.

C. W. Brockman, gunner,

Unldentified number of still
missing.

San Dlego, Cal., Special.—Forty-sev-
en of the gunboat Bennington's dead
were buried Sunday Iln a common grave
in the little military cemetery on the
crest of the promotory of Loma, high
ahove the waters of San Diego Bay on
the one side, and within sound of the
booming surf of the Pacific on the oth-
er. Without the crash of drum o¥
sound of brass, without pomp Or pa-
rade, yet with simple tmprea.livenﬂ.a.
all honor was pald to the natlon’s
ead,

blacksmilk,

men

May Hinder Peace Progress.
Paris, By Cable—Emperor Nicholas'
cruise in the Gulf of Finiand to meet
Emperor Willlam 1s the subject of
much momment in the press. Certain
pewspapers express the fear that the

Telegraphic Briefs.

Having been acquainted with the
recklessneas of cortaln chaffaurs, an
owner of a rcaldence at the corner
of two streets in Englcnd has pasted
upon the outslde of his house this
placard: “Motor car drivers are re-
quested to lemve this house where it
i8.”

President Roosevelt has ordered a
full investigation of the affairs of the
entire Department of Agriculture.

Fireman's Story of the Accident.
Fireman E. G. Hopp makes the first
statement as 0 the cause of the acci-
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NORTH CAROLINA CROP BULLETIN

Conditions For Past Week ag Given
Out by the Department.

The North Carolina section of the
climate and crop sevice of the depart-
ment of agriculture, issues the follow-
inging- officlal bulletin for the past
week:

From July 17th to 20th, inclusive,
the weather was generally dry and
very warm. The mean temperature for
the State at large was 81 degrees, or
nearly 4 degrees dally above the nor-
mal maximum temperatures above %0
degrees, and reaching as high as 96 to
98 degrees occurred at most stations
during the middle of the week. This
period was quite favorable for farm
work and for the progress of crops, -al-
though, coming so soon after heavy
rains, it tended to fire or scald some
crops on thin, sandy uplands. On the
218t showers occurred nearly every-
where, which were heavy in only a few
places with minor damage (o crops.
The remainder of the week was show-
ery. Too much rain continues to be
received in a few countles, chiefly in
the extrame west. On the whole the
weather was favorable, and caused
considerable improvement In crops,
besides giving farmers an opportunity
to finish laying by, which is about com-
pleted everywhere, except as regards
late cotton and some young corn. The
sol]l is In good condition, except low-
lands which are too wet,

Cotton continues to do fairly well
and looks thrifty, especlally on dark
lands; plants are making too much
weed, which will make the crop late;
It continues to bloom, but Is not fruit-
ing well in the east, though plants
seem (o be well loaded with young
bolls in western countles; damage to
cotton by shedding, rust, boll worm
and lice is reported by comparatively
few correspondents, Generally corn I8
doing well, though the yield will be be-
low the average; a little old corn on
sandy land wasg fired; young corn is
thrifty, except that injured in bottoms
by flooding. In some western counties,
on account of excessive molsture, corn
Is tall and thin, but seems to he earing
well; much grass ls In the crop In
places, especially in the west. Some
fodder on old vorn is ready for pulling.
Tobaceo ls generally in fair condition,
except that portions were Injured by
ralng which caused weedy growth; dry
weather caused considerable Improve-
ment in the growing crop, and made
curing easler; cutting and curing will
be genmeral within a week. Peanuts,
sweet potatoes, fleld peas and gar-
dens were benefitted by the period of
dry weather. Some turnip and rutabs-
ga seeds have been sown and are com-
ing up nicely. Oat harvest is nearly
over | nthe exereme west, in which sec-
tion oats and wheat were considerably
damaged in shock by wet weather;
threshing wheat continnes with good
yieldg in only a few counties. SBome
hay was cut and cured early In the
week, but the geason has not generally
been favorable for this work, though
very favorable for the growth of the
crop. Apples and peaches are ripening
rapidly, but there is much compiaint of
froit rotting and falling from the trees.

Rains reported; Nashville 0.30,
Goldsbaro 1.12, Lumberton 0.82, New
Bern 1.10, Weldon 1.60. Hatteras 0.20,

Wilmington 2.00, Pomona 1.00. Mon-
cure 1.08, Angler 2.00, Ralelgh 3.15,
Greenshoro 2,34, Asheville 0.50 and

Charlotte 0.80.

Rogers Out on Bond,

Raleigh, Special—Monday afternoon
the case of the State vys. Policeman
Isune W. Rogers for shooling Deputy
United States Marshal John C. Dock-
ery came up before Justice Separk,
many persons being present. The first
motion was made hy J. C. l. Harris,
of council for Rogers, that he be ad-
mitted to ball, The second motlon wWas
by S. G. Ryan for the State that the
warrant under which Rogers had been
comitted be amended so as lo show se-
eret assault, which I8 a graver offense
than that with which he would have
been charged on account of Dockery's
condition being Improved., As to the
first motion counsel for the State held
that a preliminary trial should be gone
into in order that the court would
know at what amount the ball should
fixed. W. B Jones, representing the
State, argued that ball should be §10.-
000, ms that could show that it was a
secret assault and laying in wait. 8. G.
Ryan, representing the Dockery famk
ly, assisting the State, said that these
motlons were a surprise to him; that
he thought the case would merely be
continued and that the State was not
ready to go into a preliminary hearing
because of the absence of their most
materinl witnegs, James H. Pou. He
asked for a postponement of the hear
Ing. Harris said that the preliminary
hearing was not msked for; only ball
was wanted, and that they could have
the preliminary hearing at any time
they cared for it. He added that he
had seen Dockery twice mnd he seem-
ad to be out of danger. The only wit-
ness introduced was Dr. Herbert A.
Royster, who sald that Dockery was
sitting up two-thirds of the day anod
that his temperature and pulse were
normal: that one bullet had been locat-
od over the shoulder blade and that his

COMMITTEEIS HEARD

The Matter of Cotton Statistics Gone
Over Carefully

CONFERS WITH SECRETARY WILSON

Representatives of American Cotton
Manufacturers' Assoclation Hold
Conference With Secretary Wilson
and Assistant Secretary Hays, Rala-
tive to lssuance of New June Crop
Report.

A

Washington, Special. —The commit-
tee of the American Cotton Manufac-
turers’ Assoclation had an hour’s con-
ference with SBecretary Wilson and As-
sistant Secretary Hays Monday after-
noon. After the mill men had taken
their departure from the Department,
a stalement was Issued, announcing
that the question of issuing a new re-
port on acreage was to be taken under
consideration by the statistical board
and that a fipal decigfon will be reach-
ed Wednesday.

The statement follows:

“The Department of Agriculture has
determined that the statistical board
ghall meet Wednesday, July 26, to con-
gider whether revision of the June col-
ton acreage should be made from ex-
isting data or from a new inspection,
and to make public thelr Andiogs or
estimate at 12 o'clock on that date or
the earliest convenient date hereaf-
ter.”

In additlon to President Miller, the
other members of the committee of
manufacturers present at the confer-
ence were: T. A. Blythe, president Lin-
coln Manufacturers’ Association, Phil-
adeiphin; Geo. B. Hiss, president Rhod-
hiss Miils, Charlotte; J. W. Cannon,
president Cannon Manufacturing Com-
pany, Concord; 5. B. Tanner, president
Henrietta Mtlls, Henrletta, and C. B,
Bryant, secretary Manufacturers' Asso-
clation. Mr. T. J. Hlckman, of the
Grant Mills Manyfacturing Company,
of Augusta, Ga., télegraphed both Sec-
retary Wilson and President Miller
that he was unable to attend .Very im-
portant was the suggestion, advanced
Uy the vigiting committee, that the De.
partment {ssue & weekly, In place of
the monthly, report. The committes is
unanlmous In the opinion that the
weekly report would tend to prevent
violent flustrations in the price of cot-
ton and would result in a steadier mar-
ket. It was pointed out that cotton
rogp 1 cent in 5 minntes on the
strength of the last report, resulting in
& situation demoralizing to large pur-
chasers of spot cotton,

Just how Secretary Wilson and Mr.
Hays accepted this suggestion for the
abolition of the monthly reports iz not
known. Chalrman Miller declined to
discuss what took place at the confer-
ence, and referred the many uewspaper
men who called him over the ‘phone at
hig hotel to Assistant Seeretary Hays,
The committee agreed, before leaving
the Department, that Mr. Hays should
make public what took place. Evident-
ly Mr. Hays was not impressed with
this assignment as mouth-plece of the
confersnce, He talked rather vaguely
about the canference and only in gen-
eralities. There 18 good reason fop he-
lleving that several matters of much
Importance to growers and manufac-
turera of cotton alike were considered
and that a statement reciting in detail
these subjects may be made public la-
ter. All of the members of the rom-
mittee had their lips sealed, and would
not even discuss this phase of the sit-
uation. The members felt that the task
of making public such matters as
should be given the public having been
left to Secretary Hays, it would be dis-
courteous for them to discuss what
took place.

Asslstant Secretary Hays said, In
speaking of the conference: “As | un-
derstand, the committee came here to
ascertaln the facts with reference to
the cotton situstion and that the de-
sires of the manufacturers are for
making the government reports as sta-
ble ms possible. The attitude of the
committee with reference to the issu-
ance of a new Teport on acreage was
neutral. I helleve many of the manu-
facturers are owners of cotton and
tkey are also buvers. They did not take
sldes. They presented no facts bearing
on the scandal, and that subject was
not considered.

“The committee’s ohject 18 to secure
an accurate report and one that will
establish confidence. [ have no hesi-
tancy in saying this s what they willl
oL’

Prior to the conference Mr. Miller
and the members of the committee had
an Interview with Richard Cheatham,
secretary of the Southern Cotton Grow-
ors’ Assoclation. They discussed the
cotton situation at some length,

Telegraphic Briefs.

The wesld's largest dynamite explo-
slon was eet off Saturday afternoon at
Portsmouth, N. H., and was fired by
the danghter of the superintendent in
of the work of removing the

rous menace to river navi-
gation on the New England coast. For-
ty-five toms of dynamite were used in
the explosion.

It is rumored that the Czar has

i

WILL BE A LARGE CROWD PRESENT

The Governor to Address Great Gath-
ering of Negroes.
Fayetteville, Special.—The education-
il and industrial mass meeting of the
colored people of the upper Cape Fear
sectlon, which Governor Glenn, by in-
vitation, will address on Friday, the
25th of August, promises to e one of
the most notable and important gath-
erings of the race since the elvil war,
The most prominent and Iinfluential
colored men of this city and the sur-
rounding country are deeply interested
In the movement, and Prof. E. E.
Smith, superintendent of the State Col-
ored Normal School, in the interests of
which he is canvassing a tier of ten
or twelve counties, is “killing two
birds with one stone,” working every-
where, with his usual energy and devo-
tion to his race, to arouse Interest In
the approsching event. At a large
meeting of negroes in  Gray's Creek
township Saturday a resolution was
passed thanking Governor Glenn for
acceptance of the invitation and
pledging every effort to give him an
audience of 10,000 colored people.

Run Over and Killed.

Wilkeshoro, Special.—Nelson Bum-
garner, & deputy sheriff, residing in
Reddies River township, was passing
through town last Friday with a
steam threshing machiné. As he was
passing George Parsons, who was go
Ing in an opposite direction with a
loud of lumber, Bumgarner blew the
whistle twice and the horses were
scared, ran away, threw Parsons oft
the wiugon and passed over his chest.
He was promptly carried o Dr.
White's bospital. where he reeeived
prompt attention, but ded in about
an hour. He was a very poor man
and leaves a wife and five children
who were dependent upon him for a
living.

Gaston Farmers' Institute.

Gastonla, Special.—A farmers' Insti-
tute for Gaston county will be held in
the court house at Dallas Friday, Au-
gust 4th. The morning session will be-
ki at 10 o'ciock and the afternoon ses-
sion at 1:10 o'clock. A question box
will be open for the discussion of
questions pertgining to farming, Mr.
C. 0. McQuarrie, of Florida, will dis-
cuss crop rotation, Dr. Tait Buotler
will discuss how to use corn stalks and
cotton seed to get most our of them
Prof, W. F. Massey will discuss the
farm labor and Mr. MeQuarrie will dis-
cuss soil Improvement.

Steel Rails Shipped.

Winston-Salem, Special.—The  first
shipment of steel ralls for the inter-
urban rallroad between this elity and
High Point will arrive here via the
Norfolk & Western from Pittsburg,
Pa. A gentleman who is in a position
to know sayvs that this car load of

ralls will be sent to High
Point to be used on the end of the
line. He slso stated that the entire
lot had been purehesed and would be
shippedd within the next few weoeks

steel

Tar H=el Topics.

It is asserteid by persons who profess
to know. that the Atlantle and North
Carolina Railway will not only build
two miles of trestle between More
head City and Beaufort, but will bulld
another from Beaufort to Shackleford
Banks and construct a rallway along
the latter to Cape Lookout, and make
1 coaling station there on a spaclous
harbor, known as “Book of Cape.”
where it is proposed to have a harbor
of refuge.

The Catawba County News says: A
lunar rainbow was witnessed here Sun-
day night. a sight never seen before
by a good many persons. A heavy
shower fell about 9 o'clock and the
moon, about full, came out clear, shin-
Ing on & bank of clouds In the west,
making a perfect bow, only there was
little or no color In it

The fire department of Elzabeth
City won the first prize In the steam-
Ing contest at Winston-Salem and
Newbern the first in the long-<distance

contest, The second prizes in each
were won by the same t(wo (eams,
Newbern, the former. and Elizabeth

City, the second.

The State Association of Veterinary
Surgeons I8 in session in Concord this
week. There have been seven or eight
applicants for license.

Concord Times: Coumty Surveyor
Long, of Cabarrus, left Tuesday morn-
ing to continue the survey of the Meck-
lenburg and Cabarrus line. He Is belng
assisted by Mr. J. B. Spratt, surveyor
of Mecklenburg. They began work at
Mr. Bob Wallace's. The suveying corps
I3 composed of eight men.

Concord Times: The G. W. Patter-
son Company's cotton mill, in No 1
township, was again sold last week Lo
Messrs. J. P. Yount and E. P, Shrum,
of Newton, who will operate the mill.
These men are practical mill men and
have heen very successful in the mill
business, Mr. Fred Yount will be man-
ager of the mill

INDEMNITY WANTED

High Japamese Official Declares That
Russia Must Foot the Bills

THE VIEWS OF BARON KOMURA

-—

Comfident That Peace Will Be Suc-
cessfully Negotiated at the Coming
Conference — The War is Costing
Japan §1,000000 a Day, But She
Does Not Desire Peace at Any
Price.

e

New York. Special.—That Japan will
demand an indemnity of Russia in the
negotiations for peace, and that war
will be declared at an end at the con-
cluslon of the negotiations at Ports-
mouth, N. H., next month, is the be-
lHef of Baron Komura, head of the Ja-
panese peace delegation, who arrived
bere Loday, as voiced by Aimar Sato,
whe is the official spokesman ‘for the
Baron on this mlssion, Mr. Sato in aa
interview said:

“l am confident that peace will be
successfully negotiated by the appoint-
ad delegations. The Japanese will be
gulded by moderation, and no exces-
glve demands will be made, but the
sentiment in Japan and Russia is for
peace, and In the interest of humanity
and prosperity there must be peace.
The cost to Japan, however, has Deen
very great. On both sides the loss in
men has been 570,000. Russia losing
370,000 of these. The war is costing
Japan $1,000,000 a day, and there is a
feeling that there ought to be an in-
demnity.”

Aehed as to the probabillty of an ar-
mistice, Mr. Bato sald that probably
would be among the first gquestions the
plenipotentiaries would consider. Bas-
Ing the form of the negotiations on
previous Lreaty negotlations, Japan
will make the demands for Russia's
consideration, he sald.

The peace terms, while held inviolate
by those who know their text, were
formulated by the Emperor of Japan
and bhis council. Mr. Sato was asked
if in the flush of victory the Japanese
people would not feel entitled to more
than any treaty would allow, and he
replied:

“The Japanese are not so gentle as
to ablde by any decision we may make,
but theh pay great respect to the offi-
ces of Presldent Rbosevelt and his acts
have done a great deal to emphasize
th nead of neace.”

Of the future of China, Mr. Sato
sald: If the central government could
work In harmony with the district or
provincial governments, China would
become a great power, but at present
that seems to lmpossibble”

Japan's attitude toward China was
most friendly, sald Mr. Sato, and while
maintaining no mora) Monroe Doctrinas
over the empire, she felt that it was
more or less nnder Japan's protection,
This protection, by way of illustration,
Mr. Sato sald, was "not 8o strong over
Chinn as that of the United States over
South Amerira.”

Mr. Sato said that while a desire for
peace was the sentiment of Japan. it
was not a desire for peare at any
price. “Japan is in & very prosperous
condition at present.,” he said, “and
the war taxes do not fall heavily upon
the peoule yet. There has already bheen
subscribed $250.000,000 to & new inter-
nal loan, and our prosperity is [urther
Indicated in the success of our foreign
loans."”

The guestion was put to Mr. Sato as

to any possibbility of conflict with the
United States in the future, as sugges-
ted by some of the American press at
the outbreak of the war, and Mr. Sa-
to asked what could bring about such
a conflict. When |t was suggested that
Japan might covet the Philippine la-
lands, he laughed heartlly, and replied
that Japan woud not have the Philip-
plnes as a gift, even though a bonus
accompanied the gift.
Baron Komuro and his party arrived
trem Chlcago and proceeded at once
w .'a Waldorf-Astoria, where they
will be quartered untll his departure
for Portemouth. There was no dem-
onstration beyond the presence of a
few Japanese merchants and members
of th Nippon Club.

Accused of Embezzlement,
Richmond, Va., Special. —A Gordons-
ville, Va., special savs that J. W, Lock-
wond, who was president of the Bank
of Orange, which falled for §10,000 and
pald 15 cents on the dollar, was arrest-
ed on a traln at Gordonsville and taken
to Orange, charged with embezzling $5.-
000 of the bank’s funds. A warrant was
also lssued, the gpecial says, for New-
ton Lockwood, a brother of 1, W. Lock-
wood.

Patrick Hopes for New Trial.
New York, Special.—The notice of
stay of execution of the death penalty
on the order granted by Judge O'Brien
to Lawyer Albert T. Patrick, under
sentence of death for the murder of the
aged milllonaire, willlam M. Rice, was
not served until Wedneaday on the law-
yer, who is confined in the death house




