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Freaks of Tornadoes

Ey Garrett P. Serviss

HETHER the extensive Irrigation of the Western plains has
had any effect upcn the prevalence of tornadoes is an in-
w teresting question. At any rate, the tornado season s once
more at bhand, and already two or three “twisters” have
performed their fatal work.
There are few natural phenomenn better worth study
’ ' than these remwrkable storms, and none that make a more
vivid impression upon the Imagination of those who, half
paralyveed with fear, behold (hem at close quarters,
Inhabltants of 1he torpado belts have learned the babits of these fur-
fous amuck-runners of the sir and know how to get out of their tracks. Thelr
general direction of motion is north of cast, agreeing with that of the broad-
er movements of the wtmosphere. Thelir direction of whirl is from right to
left, which ugain accords with the regular motion of the atmosphere In all
storms lu the northern hemisphere. This I8 a resuit of the earth's axlal ro-
tation, and could net be different us lone as the cirenlntion of the atmosphere
remalns what it s, In the southern hemisphere, for the same reason, storms
revolve from lelt to right
But a rornado has been known te split In two, one part revolving in one
directlon. A striking example of this 18 feund In Julin P. Finley's clisgie
work on the great tornadoes of 187, On May 29, in that year, a terrible
tornado levelled the town of Irving o Kunsus, In its track were a school
house und o chutel, stunding 275 feet apart, As the inky black monster ap-
proached it Jashed the earth with two funneis, travelling side by side. An

observer noticed that these were whirling in eppesite  directions. The
whole phenomenon bore g llkeness to a bhuge, awkward bird, tottering on its
legs, for first one funnel and then the other touched the ground, tearing
everything 10 pleces,

Bgth tbe chureh and the schoolhouse were butlt of heavy stone blocks.
Three ludies, overceme with terror, had taken refuse in the tower of the
church, whbiclh giood at a corner of the huilding. They saw the southern
Turnel of the tornado strike the schoolhouse and whirl It into a conical ruln
Almost ut the same Instant the northern funnel struck the church, which
woent down ke a card house, Dut gmld the awlful uproar the tower re-

mained standing  and the ladles were uninjured. Subsequent  lcspection
sliowed that the two bulldings had been twisted in opposite directions.

The leaping of a tornado 18 ¢ae of ity most terrlfying vagaries. Houses,
and somethines whole towns, have been;saved by these sadden jumps of the
destroyed, the awful funnel descending on the farther side and ripplng up
the very ground. Streams and ponds have been druck dry Lo their beds by
a bounding tornado, which afterward deluged the nelzhborhood with the
water. It has been suggested that electricity plays a part in this leaping
motlcn of the funnel. [t I8 certaln that terrilile cleetric energles are at
work ' oor arousd a tornado.
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Why Investors
Are Disposed

To Suppor? Proparly Supervised Monopolies

Fv Frank A Uanderlip. President of the Nafional
City Lank of New York ealiypesirormars D)

HiZ elearness with which the publie is coming to recognize
that lis richts are sufeguarded by monopoly, and then sub-
to reasotable regulations, Is a safe-
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Jeetlng the ucuopoly

wierd wineh whe investor appreciates. An [nvestor wants
to pht hils money In securitles that have a wide markel
With the ereation of such Issues invedtors will be satistied

with o lower return, and the investment field which will
observe this type of security will enormously broaden.

It seems 1o me that there are the strongest economie
reasons for ¢ paddidng o!l companles into large anes. The utillzatlon of the
great wider powers now being so rapldly developed wlll tend for the com-
bined munzgement of the varieus large areas. The progress which (s be-
ing mude In long distance transmission Is of the greatest importance in this
respect,

The tendency of the times, it =oems to me, Is distinetly in the direction
ol reccziizing the controlling chareter of the electrie lightlng business. We
are on the whole o very sensible people. We believe in business [nltlative,
and do not care to have great business enterprises retarded by red tape meth-
ods. The pablic wants fair play, and lg In a position to demand and get it,
The cormission which demands falr and reasonable trcativent of the con-
sumer, and in return secures the corporation from piratical attack of com-
petitors orgetilzed only to be brought out, will in the cnd prove a bulwark to
the security holder

Given intellizent management, cecoumting which embraces ample charges
for sorvice npd falr rites which do not offer a fleld for leglslative attack, 1
gee no reiascn why funds in the most ample suppiy should not be found to
absorh a!l the securities of this 1ype that It is necessary to create,
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Coiieges Must Be Modern 4

By President Woodrow Wilion
of Princeton

4 BELIEVE in athletics. [ belleve in all those things which
: :p relax energy, that the facunliles may be at their best when
4 I 1: the energies are not relaxed, but only so far do I belleve
: 4 in these diversions. When the lad leaves school he should
: ¥ cease to be an athlete. The modern world is an exacting
one and the things It exacts are mostly intellectual.

A danger surrounding our modern education is the dan-
ger of wealth. [ am sorry for the lad who is going to in-
herit money. [ fear that the kind of men who are to share
in shaping the future are not largely exemplified in schools and colleges.

So far as the colleges go, the sideshows have swallowed up the circus
and we in the main tent do not know what Is golng on. And I do not know
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that [ want to continue under those conditions as a ringmaster. There are
more honest occupations than teaching If you cannot teach,

When once we have the graclous assistance of fathers and mothers we
shall educate their sons. Glven that assistance, in a generation we will
change the entire character of American education. And it must be changed.
Bchools like this one (8t Panl's) and universities like Princeton must pass
out of existence unless they adapt themselves to modern life.

o

—Cni@on by Verryman, in the Washington Star.

REMARKABLE STORY OF A PLOT AGAINST ROCKEFELLER

Cleveland, Ohio.—A remarkable
story of a plot to kidnap or nssas-
sinate John b, Nockefcller was made
public here.

up a rallroad track near the church
at.d stepped when 1 heard some one
taik.ng in a dark shed. One volee
sild

The story scems Incredible, but “'I don't see why we came here
thorough investization by the New|from Plttshure. We might have
York American’s correspondent [ wilted untll to-morrow and gone to
shows: Canton to meet Bill. We might as

That Haiold Sawyer Smith, the|wd!l get our money for killing old
man who reveal=d the alleged plot, fa|Jolin D We will get what {8 coming

a mill owner of Minerva, Stark Coun-
ty, Ohlo, a man of mcans and whose
responsibility Is vouched for by Chief
of Police W. H. Smith, of Canton.

That the police chiefs of several
Ohie eitics have taken Mr. Smith's
story serionsly.

That, necording to Mr. Smith, Mr.
Rockefeller himsell declared his be-
lief In Mr. Smith's narration,

One PPrincipal, Two Hirclings.

The alleged plotters are three In
numbey, €0 far ns known, one prin-
eipal aad two hirelings. Mr. Smith
saye he overheard a conversation be-
tween the hirelings at Alllance on
Sunday night and that they referred
to the man who hired them as " Bill,”
a man of money

Mr. Smith, accompanied by James
Stamberger, chief of the East Cleve-
land poiice, told the story of the al-
leged nint to the master of the Stand-
ard Oil in the Forest 111 living room.
Guards about (e est'ate werir doubled
and plans were made for what ap-
pears to be n lasty departure for
Pocaniteo 1is

Mr. Rockeleller was scheduled to
gpeak thnt nizht at the bhanquet of
the Men's Clul of the Euclid Avenue
Baptist Churcl, known as Rockefel-
ler's church He had accepted the
fnvitation enly iagt Friday., He failed
to appear, but sent word that he must
pack for his iuntended departure for
the East.

Mrs. Rockelrvller, whose {llnest hns
deleyved the usual October start for
the Tast, was willing to attempt the
journey. She |8 in better health than
for several months. Whan the party
of three—Mr. Rockefeller, Moz
Rockefeller and the former's sccre-
tary—boarded the private ear Brool-
line at tho Fast 105th street station
of the New York Central Line at 345
o'cloch this afternoon the little group
et the depot was half made up of de-
tietives in plain clgthes. The rost
of the Rockafeller party, contrary in
cucfom, had been sent to the Unlon |
etnion.

Dodges Camera at Depot.

Mr. Rockefellar allghted from his|
motor enr for a momeat., A photog- |
rapher aimed a camera at him, and
he jumpead into the auto and ordered |
it Lept movire down the street at & |
swift pacr urtll the train’s arrival. |

Meanwhile a polies search 1s being |
made for the men deserlbed by Mr.
Syith. He told the story first to the
Canton police chief, was scnt to Chief |
Kohler. of Cleveland. aud then to
Chicf Stamberger, n? East Cleveland.
who took him {o Forest Hill. His
story follows:

“] was visiting in Alliarze Sunday.
About 8.45 p. m. I started for the
church to meet my brother. 1 walked

to us, whether we klil him or kidnap
hini. Bl and the other fellow have
plenty of money and are willing to
piy well for putting old Rockefeller

out of the way.'

"1 sneaked around to head the fel-
lows off, to get a good look &t them.
I stumbled as 1 was getting away, be-
eanse it was dark. They saw me, but
I hurried along and headed them off
around the next block, I had a good
lovk at both of them. They recog-
nized me and remarked that they had

sovn me before, but 1 hurried along

and pald no attention,

“Monday I went to Canton and told
Clicf of Police H. W, Smith. I ex-
pecied to come to Cleveland Monday,
and Chief Smith insisted that I tell
Chief Kohler. 1 saw him Monday
nicit. He took the matter up with

Chulif Stemberger, In East Cleveland.

o wag zreatlv Interested,
"Stamberger insisted tkal T accom-
pany him to Forest HIill to tell John
T ‘uat what T heard. T did not lke
lo, hut consented when he insisted.
I told John D. just what | heard and
o gefeller told me he bellaved me
anl nsked that I remaln in Cleveland
Tuesday to make Identification In
ciuse arrests were made, 1 told him
| was doing thls for prinefple and re-
fused when he offered to pay my ex-
penges while In Cleveland. I am a
respongible man and did not come

here with an fmaginary story for the

sake of notorlety or gain. [ wounld
not have come here except that my

business called me here anyway. I

preferred to leave the matter in the

hands of the Canton police."”
Bears a Good Reputation.

Canton, Ohlo. — Harold S8awyer

Smith beare o good reputation in Min-
erva and Cantoa,
to several lnwyers and physicians who

Here he Is known

vouch for his integrity. He is a man

of family, the son-in-law of Edward
Tillott,

well-known lumber dealer,
with whom lie lives one and one-half
milea east of Minerva.

Willlam 1i. Smith, foreman In the
Morgan Engincering Works, iu Alll-
ance, 18 the brother Smith was visit-
ing Sunday. ile also hasg a brother-
in-law In Alllance, Montgomery TIil-
lett, proprietoy of a shooting gallery.

Chiel Smith, of the Canton police,
hng complete faith that Smith s tell-
Ing the truth. “He was recommended
to me by A. H. Elllott, an attorney of
this eity. He told his story in a
stralghtforward manner. In detall
it has not var!ed since it was first re-
lated, although he hns repeated it a
number of times. 1 am convinced he
{s not drawing on his imagination.”

Smith returned to Canton full of
praise for Rockefeller. “He {8 one of
the finest meén I ever had the plensure

of meeting,” he sald.

EIGHTY HUNTERS DIE THIS YEAR

Chicago.—In the hunting serson
recently closed the number of dead
reached 80 and the injured 43. In
1908, 57 were kllled; In 1907, 82,
and In 1906, T4. Wisconsin and
upper Michigan continue to furnish
the greatest number of victims.

Included In this year's fatal acci-
dents are several well known men.
Dr. John R. More, surgeon for the

United States Steel Corporation, was | Indiana..

killed at Ironwood, Mich. H. L.

Bacon, also a physician, died from |Ka

an accident at New London, Wis., and
John G. Hoetzel, a real estate man of
:iilwaull:ee. was killed on a hunting

p.

Several cases were reported where
the carelesa marksmen angered other
hunters by firlng at them, and were
themsslves frightened by a return

there Is a new crop of city hunters,
who have to learn these dangers all
over, and it Is these hunters who fre-
quently cause the fatal accidents.
The majority of the victims were
shot by eompanions. The hunting ac-
cidents of the season follow:
Killed. Inj'd.

Arkansas .. .... .... 2 0
Minols +« «.-ccvevnes B 2
4 2

TIowa .... an eC weee 3 1
nsas ... 1 0
Mzine .. ... w1 p |
Michigan . 14 4
M 3 T
[1] 1

8 0

2 (1}

1 1

...... 2 3

..... 1 0

A 3 4

_ vort asive o B8 20

ot Columbis. .. 1 .0
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THE WATCH-CAT.

At night you see me out on gunrd;
The watch-cat brave am |

My fierce green eyves, my pricked-up ears
«t no marauders by,

There's not & wicked lightning-buz
Nor night-moth, howe'er rash,

Would dare my claws. [ am so quick
I'd have bim in a Hash,

And all the field-mice fear to pass
Within onr garden gate,

Behind a tree, as still as death,
They know 1 lie in wait.

1 erouch behind the shrubbery
Or pace the shadowy yard.
No fear this household ever feels—
The watch-cat is on guard.
=Rav Russell Jewell, in Youth's Com-
panion.

MY TRIP TO MONTANA.

Formerly we lived in New Haven,
but four weeks ago we moved to
Ekalaka, Mont. 1 am golng to tell
you of my trip to Montana. On our
way we stopped at a town In Mich-
igan called Niles. There a boy came
through the train and gave every-
body a cut flower. At Kalamazoo,
Mich., there were men at the train
who sold large bundles of celery at
ten cents a bunch., After we left
Chicago our traln ran beslde the Mis-
siasippl River for mliles, and we saw
logging. Through the States of Wis-
consin and Minnesota we saw llttle
houses sheltered by trees called wind
breaks. The ground was so level
we could look for miles, and the
houses looked 1lke little islands, they
were so far off, Through the State
of South Dakota we saw so much
wheat and corn one would think ft
pnever could be used. We also saw
a harvesting machine drawn by four
liorses hitched abreast, It cuts and
binds the wheat at the same time.
We arrived In Baker, Mont., on Mon-
day morning, It will be the last of
the rallroad that 1T will see for some
time, a5 my home is at Ekalaka, forty
miles inland. Later I shall write and
tell you about the town of Ekalaka
and the staging in.—Enola Comstock,
in the New Yark Tribune,

TO PUZZLE YOUR FRIENDS.

Though yowsprobably have no de-
slre to annoy your friends, we still
believe that you ghould try them with
this puzzle. This Is enough to reduce
& person to a state of absolute frenzy,
and still the trick Is eimple enough
when you know how,

How to Fiz the Straws,

All you bave to do s to give your
friend five straws, little sticks, iwo
pleces of cardboard, about three and
one-half Inches long, and a penny,
and aosk him to lift the whole by
holding the tip end of one of the
straws, Most people try to balancze
the penny on one straw and plle the
other four straws on top of the penny,
but they never succeed. The trick is
explained In the pleture. You can
easily do It If you try.

THE SOCIABLE MR. TOAD.

1 was sitting upon a low garden
saat when he made his first call, hap-
plng to within five feet of me, thea
stoaping to look ot me with beady,
guestioning eyves, as ! trying to as-
certain what his welcome would be.

I began humming a low soag, but
did not make a move. It happened
that was just the right thing to do,
for toads are fond of low music.

‘Nearer and nearer came Mr. Toad,

until I esuld eesily have reachad out
my hand and touched him, but I did
not stir. Then he stopped and indus-
triously began catching the flles which
had gettled on a pile of hulls that I
had just taken from the strawberries.
Those files disappeared as by magle,
80 qulckly did his long slender tongue
move.

Every morning, at the same hour,
I visited the spot, often sprinkling
sugar on the ground to lure the flies
and insects to their doom, and socia-
;l:t Mr, Toad never fafled to meet me.

ore & month had passed he
learned to come at my signal—one

long whistle and two ghort At
the end of the second momn ‘would
eraw! into my : ‘hand and

permit me to carry him to the car-
riage shed and hold him while he
caught files from the windows. As I
sald, he enjeyed musle, if not too
loud, and his beady eyes would
sparkle whenever I struck into one of
his tavorite tunes. He did not want
eny doleful ones, and wounld show

his displeasure by hopping away if I

For't'he_.Childi'cn' '

000 0

and was nct oven williag to give away
the skim-milk.

I have had meony pet toads since,
but never one thzt showed the intels
ligence and affection that he did, al-
though they all know morg than peo-
ple commonly eredit them with knows
ing. There are no better tenants for
a garden than these same desplsed
toads, for they pay thsir rent cheer-
fully as they go along, destroying in-
sects that it would be hard to keep
rid of without their aid, I have
“colonized™ them there, by turning a
small box over & soft epot In a shady
place, first cutting & hole in one side
for a door. If a partly tamed toad
Is placed near such a bex, with planty
of sugar sprinkled around to ecall
insects, he will seldom fail to ap-
preciete and appropriate it. 1 never
had warts or suffered the slightest
diecomfort from esgoclating with my
friend, Mr. Toad.—Suburban Lite,

FOOTPRINTS IN THE SNOW.

When nature spreads a clean sheet
under the drboping branches of the
cedars and among the naked trunks
in the open woods the northern in-
habitents begin at once to imprint it
with records of their activity. The
squirrels must make new paths to
thelr storea of beechnuts buried deep
under the white covering. They can
move lightly over the soft snow but
a light track ends In & burrow where
a hiding place has been visited, The
snow packed deep on an adjaceat log
and a few beechnut sghells tell where
the visitor has enjoved a meal. I'rom
this the track proceeds with a lelsure-
ly lope, the hind feet covering the
marks of the fore feet, but a squirrel
does not long continue leisurely.
More extended leaps show a sudden
haste, and the widely separated hind
feet paes bevond the crowdsd fore
feet at every bound.

Near the edge of the cedar swamp
the long, easy lope of a mink passes
down the gloping shere toward the
open expense of ice. The naked
woods and well padded rocks are a
temptation to follow. The track
leads out over the ice, the fore feet
and obliterating hind feet so close
together that they male but o single
impression. The course is toward an
alr hole, n pecullarity of the ice om
the northern lakes, and cn the way
the new trall of a fox is found cross-
ing from shore to shore with math=-
ematlcal accuracy. The fox laid out
and followed a course across Lthe lake
without deviatlon or curve, and his
short steps were regulated with his
usual precleion, The mink's tracks
lead with less regolarliy toward the
airhole in the lce, where without hes-
ftation he plunged in. Coming out,
he left tracas of mud on the ice and
snow. Evidently he dived to the bot-
tom, end ns be sat down with wet
roat before starting for the shere he
must have sccured a clam, snall or
dead fish.

Near the shere a juneo haz made
a diminutive Imprint on the toew page
by hoppinz among the scattered sceds
of the sgliver bicch. Sheltered by
crowded spruces on the shore, the
erooked trnil of a partridge winds
thropgh the snow. Snch walking
must be laborious, fer the bird's dis-
tended toes gink deep down through
the soft snow, and he wades and wad-
dlgs along, making n .deep groove
with his breast, This track starts
from the half filled hole In which he
alighted and probably spent part of
the night under cover. It was for=

turate the fo: did not come hiz way, .

Where the ghort, erocked track ends
thers are marks of the distended tail
featners and the flapping wings that
nolsily took ‘he alr, The lonz leap
of the active hare {3 secn more fre-
quently thaa any other record ¢n the
new page.

Night s (e time of forest active
Ity, and the snow thal coutinued to
fall till after dark recorded many im-
pregsicna before the gray of morning.
The harcea had passed and ropassed
elsewhere, the fox had pursued his
solitary hunt for a sleeping pariridge
or the fragments of some forest trage-
edy. The partridge had risen from
his snug shelter under the snow and
tried a short walk before seeking a
breakfast of goft buds In the adjacent
birches. The mink has sought food
over the snow and under the ice.
And over it all the still moon looked
coldly down, lighting up the silent
expanse of the lake and tracing an {n-
finite tanglement of shadows under
the branches burdened with clinging
snow.—Toronto Globe.

“Was she 1" asKed an in=
quiring person’ of Kin Hubbard, the
Indianapolis epigram maker, who was




