he polnted derisively at me with his
pistol barrel. “Dams you, but 1 be-
Heve you are all a pack of lylng
thleves'"”

" Caton's face borned. He took one

o step toward him, bhis bands clinched,
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@ la rescued by J

o reach Oan
netrates to the ball.
he had been lm-
— liidltlt: I1 1mfoduen;.llo " l.l.!;!
rely sscapes ng unmask-
ed. Edith Brennan Ining Wayne,
sayn she will save him. ring & pass
through the lines, they are confronted by
Brennun, who is knocked senssless, Then,
blddlnf Edith adlen, Wayne makes a
dash for liberty. He sncounters Bungay
reach tha Les camp and are sent
with reinforcements to joln Early. In the
Battle of Bhenandoah the regiment |s
overwhelnied, and Wayne, whils In the
pltal, ta visited by Edith Brennan,
nyne and Bungay sare sent on a scout-
Ing detall. and arriving at the Minor
BIMQ. Wayns meots Miss Minor and Mra,
ungay, and later ¥dith appears
mi\:cl detackment ls besleged by guur-
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CHAPTER XXVIIl.—Continued.

All that occurred next was but the
fmpulse of & second. 1| stood with
band resting lightly upon the mule’s
neck, hils long head drooplng aleepily
beside my shoulder. | saw Red Low-
rie throw up hls gun, all his evil na-
ture written {n his face, his cruel eyes
instantly afiame with anger, and, In-
spired by the desperatlon of our cane,
I stooped suddenly, and blew with all
my force into that long, pendant ear.
Beelssbub gave vent to one snort of
mingled rage and terror, and then let
drive, backing Into that cluster of
cholce rascals ke a very thunderbolt
of wrath, cleaving his way by every
lightning blow of those nimble legs,
and tumbling men to right and left.
There was a yell of fright, a wild
seramble for safety, a perfect volley
of cursing—I saw Red Lowrle go
tumbling backward, a heel planted
fairly !n the pit of his stomach, and
the next instant Cralg, swearipg like
& pirete, was jammed down on top of
him, & red gash across his forebead.
It was all accomplished so speedily,
that It seemed but & medisy of heels,
of wildly cavorting mule, of scram-
bling, falling men.

“Fire!" 1 crled excltedly. “Sock It
into them, lads, and follow me!"

There was & quick outburst of
flame, & thunderous report, and, with-
out walting to see or hear more, |
sprang forward through the dense
amoke, and raced madly toward the
front door. Caton panted at my side,
and [ could bear the heavy feet of
A score-of men pounding the turf be.
hind us. The rush was so rapld, the
nolse so great and confuslug, 1 could
not distingulsh whether we were even
fired upon from the rear, but I marked
a red flash at one of the windows In
our front, and beard behind me a
sharp wall of agony.

“If any man drops, plck him up!”
I called, and at that moment we
#sprang up the steps, and began pound-
ing loudly agalnst the door.

“Open up!" shouted the Lieutenant,
anxiously: “Bremnan, open up, quick!
It's Caton with help."

I though It never would open. A
volley corashed Into us, and Sands
pitched down upon his face, elutching
at the man next him as he fell. |
glanced back anxiously—a dark, con-
fused masa of men, without military
formation, were running scross. the
open space toward us.

*'Bout face!" I shouted.
will—fire!"

We poured ome scattering volley
into them. It halted thelr movement
for & moment, and them the door
opened & scant crack

“Is this you, Caton?"

“Yes; lor God's sake, open up!”™

The heavy door swung slowly in-
ward, and with a wild rush to be first,
wo surged headlong Into the hall

CHAPTER XXX.
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and when he spoke his clear volce
shook with Intense indigoation,
“Muajor Brenvan,” he sald coldly de-
libaratle, “you are my superior officer,
but you go beyond all privileges of
rank in those words. [ say these men
are friends; they have sunk the lssucs

and | of war o order that they may answer

the call of humanity, If you dare Im-
peach my motives any further, | shall
burl back the cowardly Insuvit in your
face. 1| will take no such words, sir,
Trom any living man”

Brennan looked at him, hia lps
struggliog with the utterance that
would not come. Knowing well the
danger of such delay, | hastily pushed
nalde the ring of men, and fronted
him, determined to end this foollsh-
neas then and there.

“Major Brennan,” | sald frmly, Ig-
noring his efforts to sllence me, “you
must llsten to reason whether you
wish to do so or not. My troopers
are all around you; | have two men to
your one In this house, and can eD-
force my wlll if necessary., Now mark
what | say—we are not bere in anger
or In war, but to help you In the pro-
tection of endangered women. We
captured your courier, have dispatched
one of our own pumber Into the Fed-
eral camp for ald, and have fought
our way In here to stand beside you
and your men In defence of this
house sgalnst those ruMans without.
You ean use us or not, just as you
pleass; it rests with you to say wheth-
er we shall be comrades In arms on
this occaslon, or whether | shall as
sume command by the power of force
which | chance to control.”

He seemed ulterly unable to grasp
my full meaning, to comprehend the
situation.

“You mean, you would fight with
us? under my command?” be asked Ib.
credulously.

“l offer my services under your or-
ders,” | replled clearly, "and these
mhen in gray will obey mine.”

| mctually thought he would extend
his hand, but some remembrance sud-
denly restralned him.

“l—of course, Captaln Wayne,” he
stammered, at length, “1—I must ae
copt your offer. I—I am grateful for
it, but | shall inslst upon one thing;
there must be a finat settlement of the
personal matter existing between us.
I am not willing to walve my rights
in this"”

“There 1s no occaglon for your doing
g0, sir,” 1 answered coldly, for I con-
sidered the reference at that moment
In extremely 111 taste. “When our
work here has been accomplished, you
will ind me very much at your serv-
fce.”

He bowed gravely.

“l am exteedingly glad we under
stand each other,” he sald. “May |
ask the size of your command?"”

“Sergeant,” 1 questioned, “whom
have we lost?"

“Nelson vos kilt, I dinks; der Kid
Is not bere yet, und Sands vos vound.
.d m ." "

“Very well; then, Major Brennan, |
tender you sixteen men fit for duty,
besldes myself. You are doubtless
acquainted with the house, and cap
asslgn us to positions where our sery-
{ces will prove of greatest value.”

He had completely recovered bis
self-control by this time, and spoke
pow with the terse sentences of a
tried soldier.

“l thank you, Captaln Wayne, and
will ask you to choose four men and
assume command of the east side of
the house. Caton, you take the same
number for defense of the rear, Cap-
taln, what ls your sergeant’s name?”

“Ebers, an experienced German sol-
dier.”
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determined assault. The dark interior
of such & houss as this offered too
many defensive advantages which the
daylight would largely overcome.

“Have you had some hard Aghting?
| asked of the man lylng vext me, &
manly-looking fellow, wearlng the yol-
low chevrons of a corporal of cavalry.

“They pltched In mighty strong at
fOrst, uir,” he snswered civilly. “An’
we had so few men they pretty nearly
rushed us, fer sure. It was our re-
peatin’ rifles thet drove "em back.™

We relapsed Into silemce, each In-
tent upon the uncertalnty without. As
| lay there, gasziog anxiously Into the
darkness, | could not forbear wonder-
ing where Brennan had concealed the
women to keep them from harm.
Would be Inform them of our arrivai?
He could scarcely hape to keep the
fact long hidden, for they would cer-
talnly see some of my gray-jackets,
and ank questions.

“They seem to be peckin’ away pret-
ty Mvely out In front,” sald the cor
poral, interrupting my reverle,

“Yes," 1 admitted. “In my judg-
ment that will prove the main point of
attack. How many men did the Ma-
jor have there before we came?"

“Same as here, alr.”

“And four of mine; that makes sev-
en altogethar, counting himself, and
two of these ought to be posted iu the
upper story., He's bound to need more,
that firlng ls very steady.”

“He's got the women loadin® for
him, and that helps some.”

“The women? | asked, staring at
him In amazement. “Do you mean o
say Mre. Brenuan and Cella Minor are
there fn that front room?”

“Don’t know who they are, sir—
two mightly fine lookin' young ladies,
an old Indy with white hair, an" a big..
rough-lookin’ female, slr. The last one

| wondered Mow long our supply of
ammunition would hold out with such
& fusilinde kept up, but ventured upon
no protest, for | was already groping
my way through the darkness along
the inper wall Furniture lay over.
turned in every direction, and | ex-
perienced considerable dificulty in
making progress through the debris
without sttracting mttention. A great
square plano stood directly across the
entrance to the back parlor, laft by
the drawing nearly together of the
sliding doors. | walled until Bradley
had crawled through with an arm-
ful of loaded guns, and then enlered
also, creeping slleotly between the
plano legs. As | did so a bullet struck
the ¢ase abowve, and the whole lustro-
ment trembled to the lmpact, giving
|Im1h a strange moan, as If in pain

Bome one was groaning in the cor
ner at my left, and supposing the
wounded to be lving there, | turned
more toward the right. keeping uas
close s possible to the wall, hopeful
| | might eome in contact with one of
|thn women. | do not honestly know
why | did this—really | had no excuse,
except my natural distrust of Brenoan,
coup'ed with an eager desire lo be of
service to the woman of my bheart
There was little to gulde me In the
search, as the Hame of the discharging
riflen did not penetrate here. Once |
heard the rustle of a skirt. while a
faint sound of whispering reached me
from the rear of the roam. Then my
|Inml. groping blindly along the wall,

“Damn You, but | Believe You Are All a Pack of Lylng Thievesi”

wus bandlin’ a gun to beat the band
just afore you came.”

“And be keeps them there, exposed
to all this heavy fire? What can the

touched the lower fold of a dresa. It
felt like coarse calico to my fingers.

“Mrs. Buogay," | whispered cau-
tiously, “is this you?"

The woman started at sound of my
volce, but replied in the same low
tone: "Thet's my pame; who mought
yo bhel" ¥

“A friend of yours, and of your hus-
band,” 1 answered, for I doubled if
she would recall my name. “Did you
know Jed was here?" :
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CHAPTER XXX

A Conversation in the Dark.

In my exireme surprise at the i
timate cordiality expressed by her
words and manner | falled in ulter
ance. Anticipating coldness, indiffer
ence, possibly even reseniment st my
presuming to approach her, | wea In-
stead greeted by an unatudied warmth
of welcome that made my heart beat
flercely.

“Surely | am wvot mistaken™ she
quéstioned, rendared doubtful by my
sllence. “l1s not this Captain Wayne?™

"There Ia ho mistake,” | hastened (o
assure « her, “but [ had antielpated
from our last meeting a far less cor-
dial gresting.”

"Oh,” she exclaimed, with a light
inugh, "and Is that all? Yet surely, It
| was to belleve my own eves [ was
perfectly justified Iln my actions then.
However, Captain, | have been forced
to reallze the truth of that situation,
and am now dlsposed to make up 0
you In kindness for all my unjust
susplelons.”

“l am mote than delighted to Jearn
that cloud Is no longer to overshadow
us. Miss Minor has made & full ex-
planation, then?™

“You have been complelely exon-
erated, and restored to my good
graces.”

As the spoke, | became nware that
she was buslly engaged upon some
task, and when she ended [ lelt the
steel of & gusebarrel touch my hand,

“Please pass this to Maria,” sbe
sald calmly, “and hand me back the
one she has ™

"You are loading: then? | asked, as
| complied with her requeat.

“We bave all been busy. Isu'u It
terrible? | was so frightened at first,
but mow they tell me that you and
your men bave come, there Is no lon-
ger danger of those horrible creatures
getting In here”

“Yod knew, then, that | was in the
house "

“| was to!d some noble Confederates
had accompanied Lieutenant Caton
back to sld ns, but your name Was
pot mentioned.”

“Then my appearance must
proven a complete surprise?

“Yes, and no,” she answered frank-
ly. “1 was not sure it was you, of
course, and | did not venture to ask,
but | knew you were In the neighbor-
bood, and that such an asct would be
in a way characteristic. | was cer-
taln you would come i you knew, and
I—1, woll really, 1 bo it was"

in spite of & slight effort at restralnt
| groped In the darkness untdl 1
touched her hand. For the moment
slie permitted me to retain: it. as i
unconsclously, within my grasp.

“Why?" 1 gquestioned, scarcely relf-
ing upon my own volce.

“Oh, one slways trusts friends more
readily than strangers, and | have
geen you In danger before, and pos-
sess such confidence In your courage
and resource.”

“But Miss Minor took particular
care to inform me you felt little or ne
interest in me—that you never even
spoke of me except as she compelled
you to do sa.”

For a moment she did not answer.
. “How eonstant the fring continues.’
she said at last, as 1 sat struggling
dumbly with temptation,

(r0 BE CONTINUED,)
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sculptor, was reminded at the Frank-
lin inn elub, apropos of the Fourth of
July and Liberty, 0. & story sbout tba
great Barthold! status in New York

bay. JCN
*An eminent h critlie,” by
m.'m--umzi«s bay for:

| the first time, saw Bartholdf's colossal

and sald:

IT SHOWS BEST YEAR.
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" AND REG
OMMENDS SOME mni*l‘m‘.'
IMPROVEMENTS.

FINANCIAL REPORT 1S GOOD

The Immoral Features Were Put Ow
—Abalition of Complimentary Pass-
en Mot With Universal Approval—
Ssparate Entries Large.

ARTEE

Ralelgh—The oMcial report of the
1911 State Fair has been issued and
fn & year of disasters to falrs, Ral
oigh's big exhibition to the state
was & maker of money,

It met the test which has lgng been
known to mean that each Siate Falr
must surpuss its fellow falr, There
bave been 61 of these and it is de
clared that the 1911 showing was the
beat of them all

Permanent Improvements which
make the poultry bullding the best
ono of Its kind in the Bouth, have
been made and designed especlal
ly to harmonize with the concrele ag
ricultural bullding of like proportions
60x160 feel. One of the recommen
datlons of the secretary s the financ
ing of & pew machinery hall and in
this connection, he mentions the bill
now before Congress authorizing
$100,000 to be appropriated for hor
tioulture, agriculture and machinery
or industrial exhibits. The repori
also says the elimination of the mid
ways and Immoral shows ls permn
nent.

The abolition of complimentary
passes and half rate tickets met with
not only practically universal ap
proval by the beneficlaries, bat also
even an increase of §1,855.25 In gate
recelpts,

Separate entries by exhibitore
reached the large total of 4153, ex
ceeding (he tremendous record of
1910 by 682, and in addition 117 race
horses were named.

The comparison of receipts {rom
railrond coupons, tickets at gates and
concessions shows a gain of $1,984.32
over 1910, A gain in net assets s
noted of $4,182.01, with no libllities
save the bonded debt of $22,600 due
1925, '

.Have Elected Road Commissioners..

Shelby.—Capt. J. Frank Roberts
has been elected by the board of coun
ty commisaloners to fill out the un
expired term of the late Capt. J. D
Lineberger as chairman of the road
commission of No. 6 township, which
has under way the bullding of $100,
000 worth of goods roads in and
around Shelby. This selectlon was
made at a called meeting of the county
commissioners and it seems to meel
with approval. Captain Roberts was
register of deegs a number of years,
chalrman of the board ‘of county
commissioners and I8 now @ecretary
and treasurer of the Shelby Bullding
& Loan Association.

Rifle Teams at Gastonia.
Oastonla.—Gastonin will have the
honor and pleasure of ngain having
hers 'for three dayas either the lasi
week in May or the first week in Jund
the rifle teams of the twelve compan
jes of the First Regiment and five
companies of the Coast Artlllery
North Carollna Natlonal Guard
These teams will bring two hundred
or more men here and they wil
spend three days at Camp Holland
the target practice and all shooting
contests taking place on  Lelnster
range. Last year was the first yeat

the shoot was held in Gastonla.

Press Aaoam‘ ion Soon to Meet.

Raleigh—Morehead City was se |

lected as the place for the next am
nual meeting of the North Caro
lina Press Association and Tuesday.
Wednesday and Thursday, July 23,
2¢ and 25 as the date by the execu
tive comml of the association,
which agsem hera for that pur

ingomnis, Benjamin Fleet Board, a
prominent manufacturer of Alexan-
dria, Va.. committed wulolde by jump-
ing from the top of & hundred foot
water tank at the home of his brother
inlaw, Mr. W. R. Powel of Wake For
est, whom he had been visiting for
the past few dhys \

Shelby.—Two candidates are in the
fleld for the homor of representing
Cleveland county In the next leglsla.
ture. Mr. B. T. Falls, an attorney
and former superintendent of publie
education has announeed himself and
Mr. R. B. Miller, a farmer, ex-cotton
mill man and one who has always
taken great Interest in public affalrs,
announced his candidacy.

Ralelgh. — Governor Kitchin has
granted a pardon to F. J, Deaver, of
Cherokee county, who was convicted
in August, 1910, of manslaughter and
sentenced to seven years in the state
prison. Deaver committed the homi
cide mbout ten years ago and soon
after the orime went west, whereé he
resided seven or elght years and
lived a sober and industrious life.

Gastonla,—Jaller G. R. Rhyne re-
turned from Rutherfordton bringing
back with him Frank Melchor, a ne-
gro wanted for the ‘murder of John
Ross, another negro, at Hardln about
a year ago. Melchor was arrested
near Ellenboro. He was placed In
the county jall here and will be tried
at the May term of court.

Winston-Salem—Two men, sald to
answer the descriptions of kred Allen
and -Wesley Edwards, members of the
Allen clan, and who were seen walk-
ing toward Pllot Mountain, were ar-
rested at that place. They proved to
be two Winston-Balem boys walking
to their home, One was the son of
Policeman Swaln, of Salem.

Charlotte—In addition to the dele-
gation which he appointed some
weeka ago to attend the meeting of
the National Drainage Assoclation, st
New Orleans, on April 10-13, Mayor
Bland has added the names of Messrs,
B. Rush Lee, W. 8, Lee, John M. Har
ry and Arthur J. Draper, to the lst,
and it is very probable that the may:
or himself will attend.

Kinston.—Accusing his wife Rachel
with Infidelity and upon her refusal
to réturn to Kioston and live with
him, John Holoman, ‘colored, cut her
throat from ear to ear, nearly sever-
ing the head from the body at the
camp of the Rutiedge Lumber Com:
pany, near Pinkhill. The crime was
witnessed by meveral other negro
employees at the camyf

Raleigh.—A letter from Ma). Henry
Page of the United Btates medical
corps, in charge of the correspond:
enice #chool for the officers. of
medical corps of North Carol
Adjutant
wer to
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