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The slory opens in & Confederate tent
t & orl st of the Civil War. Gen
Imparts Lo Capt. Wayne an lmportant

10 Longs t.  Accompanied b

. an oid army scout, Wayne
on his misaton, ey get within
ﬂwn of the wnemy and In the dark-
ayne is taken for a_Federal of-
and a young lady on horscback Is
in his charge. Bhe la & northern
d attempls to escaps. One of the
succumbs and Crulg smoes throth
gdll'lﬂtehn. while -Tno and My
the North are left alone. They
ter In a hut and entering it In
& huge mastiff attacks Wayne
uat in time.
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n approach. They are lod ‘s‘r "
man clalming to be Rod I’awdn. but who
proves to be Maj Hrennan, a Federal
officer whom the Unlon girl recogniges,
He orders the arrest of Wayne as & lg!
and he is brought before Sheridan, who
threatens him with death unless he re-
veals the secret measage., Wayne belleves
Hdith Brennan to be the wifs of Ma).
Brennan, He In rescued by Jed Bunn{.
who starts to reach Gen. Les, while
Wayne In disgulse penetrates to the ball-
room, beneath which he had bean Im-
oned. He Ia introduced to & Miss
Inor and barely escapes belng unmask-
Edith Brenhan recognising Wayne,
sayn she will save him. curing o pass
through the lines, they are confronted by
Brenoan, who Is knocked senseleas. Then,
Hddlnf Edith adleu, Wayne makes =
dash for liberty. Fe sncounters Bungay:
lh.; reach the Loe camp and are sent
with reinforcements to join Early, In the
battle of Shenandoah "the reglment Is
overwhelmed, and Wayne., while In the
hospital, is visited by Edith Brennan.
Wayne and Bungay ares sent on a scout-
Ing detall, and arriving at the Minor
Eim. Wayne meots Mias Minor and Mrs
ungay, and later Edith appears
Wayna's detachment {s besleged by guer.
rillan. Brennan and his men arrive and
ald In repelling the Invaders until a res-
culng party of bluscoats reach the scene.
Brennan challenges Wayne to a duel

CHAPTER XXXI|V.—Contlnued.
“Well, I suppose I shall be compelled
to let you and Beelzebub go, but it will
prove a serlous loss to the cause of
the South,” I sald, my thoughts In-
stantly turned by mentlon of the mule
to matters of more Importance. “I ex-
pect there will be lively times up
your way."
“Ye kin fist bet thar will,” en-
thuslastically. “It'll be nip and tuck,
I reckon, but I'm mighty bopeful o
Mariar. Thet dern muel ha needs ter
be took down & peg.”
“Sergeant,” 1 sald, “did you send out

a party to bring in our horses and the
sabers?"

“It vos all done already; der horses
vos found und der swords."

“How many men have we loat?™

“Der vos five kilt, Captain; dot vos
it. 1 vos bit mit der ear off; Sands
is goin' to dle, und maybe Elllott vill
not get some belter; some odders vos
hurted.”

“How many men does that leave us
fit for duty?” [ asked declsively, push-
ing back my plate and rislng from the
table.

“Dere vos twelve, Captaln, mit me.”

“That will do,” I sald. “In half an
hour from now have the men ready
for the road,"” and I turned and left the
room,

We must depart at once. More than
ever now | realized the necessity for
haste, 1 hoped to meet the officer com-
manding the Federal detachment who
had come to our ald, pay him the cus-
tomary marks of respect, and get
away without again coming In contact
with Major Brennan. [ felt myself
pledged to this course of action.

A sentry stationed In the lower hall-
way Informed me the officers were
mesaing together In the front parigr,
and | at once headed that way. 1
paused, however, to visit the wounded
for & moment, spoke cheerlly to my
own men, and then, opening the door
quletly, entered the room which I had
Iast left in possession of the guer-
rillas. With the exception of broken
windows and bullet-scarred walls 1Mt-
tle evidence remalned of that contest
which had raged here with such fury
but a few hours previously, There
were numerous dark stalns upon the
carpet, but much of the furniture bad
been reslored to place, while a cheer-
ful wood fire crackled in the open
grate. Before it three men were sit-
ting smoking, whils npon & small table
close at thelr elbows rested a flat bot-
tls, flanked by several glasses. A
single glance sufficed to tell me they
were Federsl cavalrymen, one being
the red-faced lleutenant whom I had

“l Brand You Here and Now as Bneak

cessation of hostilities,

upon my self-satistaction:

word with me?™
unobserved from the second parlor.

might."

coolly:
“The Ilatter supposition Is

passed through together we could
both afford to Ignore the past, and
consequently was hoping to
without again encountering you."

“Indeed!™ he exclaimed, sarcastle.
ally. “But 1 might have expected
it. Gentlemen,” and he turned to-
ward the expectant group, “this man

long standlog unsettled, 1
sought him for months In valn, When
he came last night to our asalstamce,
before 1 even consented to accept his
services | Insisted tha: no occurrence
of the defense should prevent our
meeting, If we both survived, Now
he endeavors to sneak away like a
whipped cur., [ demand satisfaction
at his hands, and If it s refused |
shall denounce him In both armles.”
My cheeks burned, but bafore 1
could control myself sufficiently for
answer, Moorehouse spoke,

“But, Brennan, see here,” he sald
anxfously, “surely Captain Wayne has
served you well. Is this troubla be
Iween you so serious that no amends
are possible?™

“None, short of a personal meet:
Ing."”

“Captain,” and the perplexed fed.
eral commander turned toward me,
“have you any word of explanation In
this unfortunate afMair?"

“Very little,” I answered. *“I am
not even aware that I have done In.
Jury to Major Brennan, purposely or
otherwise, He has not 'so much as
honored me with Information as to his
cause of complaint. However, 1 care
very little what It may be. As he
has seen fit to denounce me be-
fore officers of my own corps, | should
be extremely glad to meet him upon
that ground alone; but after what we
bave just passed through together, I
felt ready to blot out these past dir-
ferences. Whatever they may have
been, they are not liable to occur
agaln, nor we to meet."

“They have ocourred again since you
ve been In this housse!" Brennan
ke forth excitedly. “You are not a
coward, but I brand you here and now
as a sneak and ller! Now will you
fight

We atood for a moment [n utter al-
lence, eye to eye, and I knew there
was no help for It These words, pub-
lely spoken, left me no cholce,

“I am at your service, Major Bren-
nan,” I returned sternly, "now or at
any time. But [ am unfortunate here
in having no officer of my army pres-
ent, and hence can name mno sec
ond.”

“Doubtless one of thess gentlemen
will consent to serve," be sald, his
face brightening at my rejoinder.
Bome one hastily pushed a way to
the front, and Lieutenant Caton, pale
but determined, stood at my shoulder,
“It will afford me pleasures to act
for Captaln Wayne," he sald clearly,
"if be will accept my services, More-
over,” he added, with a significant
giance at Brennan. "1 do this as a

and Liar; Now WIll You Fightt™

within your own lines, and an early

I had shaken hands with them all,
and turned toward the door, congratu-
¥ | lating myself on escaping thus easlly,
when a new volce broke suddenly in

“l trust Captaln Wayne ls not ia-
tending to depart without at least &

It was Brennan, He had entered
“Frankly,” 1 responded, “I hoped 1

“Have you forgotten, then, our com-

glances of amazement, but | answered
more

nearly the truth, Major Brennan |
felt that after what we have just

encape

and [ have a personal grievance of
have

tered me.

dent In the outcome. When Caton
entered, flushed and visibly excited
from what had evidently proven an ac-
rimonious controversy, I greeted him
with a amile,

“You appear to have experienced dif.
ficulties In regard to detalls,” I sald

pact, or do you slmply elect to Ig-|curiously,
nore it “There was much unnecessary talk "
I saw the others exchange quick [he admitted, "but matters have been

at last arranged to the satisfaction of
all concerned. You are to meet
once, in the rear of the big tobacco
shed, a spot entirely removed from ob-
servation. 1 bhave been compelled to
accept plstols as the weapons, as we
have nothing else hereatall sultable
for the purpose—cavalry sabers being
far too cumbersome. Lieutenant Starr
chances to possess two derringers ex-
actly allke, which we have mutually
agreed upon. 1 hope this Is satisfac-

tory to you, Wayne?"
“I am not precisely an expert, but

affect our future relationship. This
was the thought that swayed and mas
I bad pledged myself to
avold him, and Indeed bhad used every
means possible to that end. The time
was none too long, yet my mind once
thoroughly settled as to my duty to
her, became calm agaln, and confl.

LIS

~If he takes advantage treacherous-
Iy, and you fall (as God forbid!) I will
face him myself; and when I do, there
will be no firing in the air”

1 do not remember that we spoke,
save once, while we passed out
through the orchard fleld where the
big tobacco ahed stood. Not until we
turned the corner of the great ram-
ahackle bullding, which in other and
more prosperous days had been dedi-
cated to the curing of the leal, did
we percelve any signs of the presence
of our antagonists. They were stand.
ing upon the further side, directly op-
posite the door, and bolh bowed slight-
ly as we approached. The Captain
came toward us slowly,

“It Is to be greatly regretted, gen-
tlemen,” he sald, with ceremonlous po-
lHteness, “that we have no surgeon
with us. However, nelther contestant
has any advantage In this respect.
Lieutonant Caton, may ) ask If the ar
rangements as already completed have
proven satlsfactory to your priocl
pal?

“Entirely so."”

“Then If you will kindly step this
way a moment we will confer as to
certaln detalls.”

Brennan was leaning In
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“Brennan Hurled His Yet Smoking

that does not greatly matter. Who acts
for Brennan?"

“Captain Moorehouse, rather against
his will, I think ™

“Very well, Caton; [ am perfectly
satisfled, and am, Indeed, greatly
obliged to you; yet before we go out
1 desire to speak & word or two with.
the utmost frankness.” 1 atood faclng
bim, my band resting lightly upon
the writing table, my eyes reading hls
expressive face. ‘As my second I wish
you to comprehend fully my actions,
and the motives that inspire them. If
they are in any way unsatisfactory to
your mind you may feal at perfect lib-
erty to withhold your services, I am
rnow, and always have been, opposed
to dueling; I believe it wrong In prin-
ciple, and a travesty u Justice; but
it Is a custom of the
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Derringer at His Fest With an Oath.”

attitude against the side of the bulld-
Ing, his eyes fastened upon the ground,
the blue smoke of a clgar curled las-
lly above his head. I glanced toward
him, and then sought to amuse myself
watchlng the queer antics of a gray
squirrel on the femce rall beyond 1|
felt no desire for further thought, only
an Intense anxlety for them to hurry
the preliminaries, and have the affalr
settled as speedily as possible. I was
aroused by Moorshouse's rather masal
volce,

“Gentlemen, will you please take
your positions, Major Brennanm, you
will stand three paces to the right
of that sapling, facing directly south.
Captain Wayne, kindly walk straight
west from the shed door unmtll you
come opposite the Major's position.”

I noted Brempan throw away the
stump of his cigar, and then I walked
slowly forward untll I reached
point asaigned me. My heart
ing fast now, for 1 realized the
probabilities of the few minutes,
and felt llitle doubt that
Jury, If not desth, was to por-

negligent | fully, the long, slim, blue barrel look

[ 1t with some curiosity, “but I shall do

tion. Yet my tralned perves did not
fall me, and outwardly | appeared
fully as cool and deliberats as my op-
ponent. Years of constant exposure to
peril In every form had ylelded wis a
grim phllosophy of fatallsm that mow
stood me In most excellent stead. In-
deed, I doubt not, had I chosen to put
it to the test, my band would have
proven the steadier of the two, for
Brennan's face was flunhed, and he
plalnly exhibited the intense animos-
ity with which he confronted me,

How pecullar the mind often op-
erates In such moments of exciting
suspense. | recall remarking a very
alight stoop In Brennan’'s shoulders
which I bad never percelved before,
1 remember wondering where Moore-
house nad ever dlscoversd a tallor to
glve so shocking a fit to his coat, and
finally | grew almost Interested In
two birds perched upon the Hmb of
A tree oppoalte where | stood. | even
smiled (0 mysell over a jest one of
the young officers had made an hour
before. Yet with It all | remained
keenly observant and fully aware of
each movement made by the others on
the fleld. [ saw Caton accept the der-
ringer banded him and test It eare

Ing deadly enough as he held it up be
tween me and the aky. Then Moore-
house approached Brennan with its
fellow in his grasp, and the Llsutenant
crossed over, and stood beslde me.

“Hers 1s the gun, Wayne, he-
sald, “and I sincerely hope you
have changed your decision. There Is
no mercy In Brennan's eyes.”

“S80 1 potice,” 1 answered, taking
the derringer from him, and examining

ns | sald, nevertholess. It ls not any
sentiment of mercy I fesl which spares
him, but & duty that appeals to me
even more strongly than hate™

“By Heaven, | wish it were other
wise.™

“Who gives the word? I questioned.

“l do; are you ready?"

np.rf.“l’.n

I beld out my hand, and his fingers
closed upon It with warm, (riendly
grip. The pext moment Brennan and
I stood, seemingly alone, facing each
other, as motionless as two statues,
His coat was buttoned to the throat,
his cap-visor pulled low over his eyes,
his pistol hand hanging straight down
at his side, his gaze never wavering
from me. | knew he was coolly, de
liberately measuring the distance be-
tween us with as deadly a purpose as
any murderer. The almost painful
stlllness was broken by Catonm, and I
marked the tremor in his volee,

“Are you both ready, gentlemen?™

“l am," sald Brennan,

“Ready,” 1 replied.

*“The word will be one, two, three—
fire: with a slight pause after the
thres. A report from either pistol be-
fore the final word Is spoken I shall
take persopally. Be prepared now.”

"Ready!" sald the volce once more:
and as [ saw Brennan's arm slowly
rise, I lifted mine also, and ecovered
him, noting, as 1 did so, almost In won-
der, with what steadiness of nerve
and wrist 1 beld the slemder gauge
just beneath the visor of his cap. De-
liberately, as though be dreaded the
necessity, Caton counted:

“One; two; three—fire!"

My pistol exploded, the charge strik-
Ing the limb above him, and [ stag-
gered backward, my bet torn from my
head, a white line cut through my hair
and a thin trickle of blood upon my
temple. | saw Caton rushing toward
me, his face filled with anxiety, and
then Brenpan hurled his yet smoking
derringer Into the dirt at his feet with
an oath.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

When Beecher “Haollered.”

| olal tax for schools. The issue was

Latest General News That
Collected From Many Towns and
Counties of the Btats.

Ralelgh.—In Barton's Creek town-

thip there was an election held in
District No. 6 in the matter of & spe-

defeated by a vote of 30 to 15.

‘Wilson.—Joe Whitley, a white man,
was before Mayor Dickinson charged
‘with violating the prohibtion law and
bound over in the sum of one hundred
dollars for his appearance at the May
terin of Wilson superior court.

Ralelgh.—Gov, Kitchin is spending
A few days In eastern Carollna on a
combination sducation and political
misglon. He delivered an educational
address at Vanceboro and at Lumber
ton a political address.

High Point.—Some interesting facts
about the general freight situation in
the Carolinas were brought out in the
hearing at High Point before a special
examiner of the Interstate commerce
sommiasion.

Ralelgh.—It 1s sad and significant
fact that there have been 24 deaths
of ex-Confederate soldiers out at the
Soldiers' Home here sinesa the new
year. Four have died within the past
week. This Illustrates how rapidly
the old soldiers are passing away.

Murphy —Judge Lane concluded the
criminal docket of Cherokee county
here. Joe Tate, who has been on thial
for the alleged murder of Bob Thomp-
son last August, was found gullty by
the jury. The case was hard fought,
able counsel appearing for both sides,
Monroe.—At the formation of the
Kitehin Club here, 188 members were
enrolled. and many more will enlist
at the next meeting. T. J. W. Broom
was eelcted president, and Ney Me-
Neely, secretary. A vice resident was
elocted at each of the voting precineta,

Statesville.—As a result of his oper-
ations in Statesville snd Charlotte
with bogus checks, the Bankers' Asso-
ciation has put detectives on the trall
of “Francisco Alvares, Habana, Cuba,”
and his arrest is expected at any time.
It wmken by the officers he will be
brought to Statssville for trial.
Statesville. — At the Democratie
mass meeting held here in the interest
of the movement to place the county
officers on salaries, Hon. W. D, Turner
of Statesville was named for the Sen
ate, and Messrs. Tilden Willlams, of
North Iredell, and Dr. Froutls, of
Mooresville for the House.
Elizabeth City.—Raymond Harney,
the young seaman who was shot here
on board of eruiser Elfrida by Hugh
Robinson, died at the naval hospital in
Norfolk, where he had been carried
for treatment after being shot. Rob-
inson, who was out under bond, has
been rearrested and placed In jall and
will have to answer to the charge of
murder at the next term of court.

' Kinaton.—The second detachment of
the hospital crops, North Carolina
National Guard, was [nspected In the
armory here by Captaln Pridgen of the
medical service.” The ten men and
the equipment of the detachment were
acoorded & good percentage on every
polnt of the inspection. The local hos-
pital men are attached to the Second
Hegiment of Infantry,

Raleigh.—That Charles B. Aycock's
hold upon the affections of the people
of North Carolina was that of Its best
lovad citizen has been glven expres-
slon to from every part of the state,
The news of hig sudden death In Bir-
mingham brought a shock to all, for It
was felt that in his death the state
had lost & man whose life had been
devoled to the uplift of humanity,
Salisbury.—The second annual con:
vention of the Tri-State Water and
Light Association of the Carolinas and
Georgla will be held at SBalisbury, Apri)
16 and 17, The princlpal addresses
will be made by Engineer J. L. Ludlow,
Winston-Salem; Chief Englneer A. M.
Bchoen, of the B. E. Underwriters, At
lanta; T. C. Linn, Salisbury, and Su-
perintendent A. J. Sproles of the
Greenwood waterworks,
Asheboro.—Isreal Luther, an escap
ed conviot was captured by Deputy
Sheriffs Lucas and Luther. When ap
proached by the officers he made an
attempt to draw his revolver and was
shot In the leg, but succeeding In get-
ting away, He was tracked by the
officers by a trail of blood from the
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COLLIDED WITH ICEBURG ON
MAIDEN TRIP OFF CAPE RACE,
EAST OF HALIFAX,

CARRIED MANY PASSENGERS

Major Archibald Butt, Military Alde
to President Taft; Col. John Jacob
Astor and Wife, and Many Other

Prominent Americans.

Montreal, P, Q.—The new Whit
Star liner Titanic is reported, In ad
vices recelved here to have struck ax
lceburg. The new swas recelved al
the Allen Line offices here In & wire
less message, from the captaln of the
steamer, Virginian, of that line, L
was stated that the Virginian had bees
in wireless communication with the
Titanle, that she had reported being in
collislon with an lceberg ang asked
for asalstance.

The Virginian reported that she was
on her way to the Titanic,

Hon‘rell. — The Virginlan, sailing
from Hallfax sald at the time the wire-
less was sent she Is reckoned to have
been about & beam off Cape Race. Bhe
has 000 passengers on board, But can
accommodate 900 of the Titanic's pas-
sengers should thelr removal be neces-
sary.

The message frem the Virginlan's
captain was sent by wireless to Cape
Race and relayed to Montreat.

Cape Race, N. F.—The steamship
Titanle called “C. Q. D.” and reported
having struck an iceburg, The steam-
er sald that immediate assistance was
required.

Half an hour afterwards another
measage came reporting that they
were sinking by the head and that
women were being put off in the life
boats,

The weather was calm and clear, the
Titanic's wirelsa operator, gave the
positien of the vessel as 4146 north
Iatitude and 50.14 west longitude,

The Marcon! station at Cape Race,
notified the Allen liner Virginian, the
captain of which Immediately advised
that he was proceeding for the scens
of the disaster,

Warning Issued to Rebel Forces.
Washington.—Warning was {ssued
by the United States to the Mexican
government, as well as to Jen, Pescual
Orozeo, chief of the revolutionary
forees, that “It expects and must de-
mand that American life and property,
within the republic of Mexlco, be just-
Iy and adequately protected, and that
this government must hold Mexico anl
the Mexican people responsible for all
wanton or illegal acts, sacrificing or
endangering American life or damag-
Ing American interests. The attitudo
of the United States s expressad (o
both the Federal nnd rebel authoritles
is that any maltrestment of American
citizens “will be deeply resented by
the American government and people.”

‘Lunatic Invade Whits House.
Washington.—Michael Winter, tue
man who was arrested at the Whiwe
House after he had succeeded In fore-
ing an entrance to the private part of
the executive mansion, was declared
to be barmless by officials of the
Washington asylum, where he was
taken for observation, Winter insists
that he meant no harm to the Presi-
dent, and officials declare he has show:
ed no signs of Insanity.

Disclosures in Lynn Mystery.
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