ALMOST A SCRAP
N LOWER HOUSE

AEPRESENTATIVES HEFLIN AND
MOON COME CLOSE TO ACTU.
AL BLOWS,

PRS-

DISCUSS!ON OF POSTAL BILL

Rule for Ameéndments Made Subject
of Bitter Passages, Involving
Several Members,

Washinglon,—After two days of hot
words which culminated In exchange
of invitations to personal combat be-
tween Representatives Heflin of Ala-
pama and Moon of Tennessee, the
honse adopted a special rule to con-
glder legislation for reforms demanded
by the postoffice In connection with
the annusl appropriation bill. A de-
flection of democrates defeated a sim-
{lar rule, which provided for a con-
aidesation of an amendment decreas-
ing postmasters’ salaries, ellmination
of assistant postmasters, experiment-
al substitution of contract service for
the rural delivery service, increase of
galaries for rural carriers, changes In
the compensation paid rallroads for
enrrving the malls and other reorgan-
fzation plans of the department. |

The rule was passed late with pro-|
vislons for cutting postmasters’ sal-
arins, abolishing assistant postmasters
and the rural substitution |

gcheme eliminated.

service

C NARMS & Ewikg

Representative Kahn of California is
president of the National Defense
league and holds that preparedness
for war is the only insurance against
war, .

GERMANS MAKE BIG RAID

NSRS

WHITBY, SCARBOROUGH AND
HARTLEPOOL ATTRACTED BY
SWIFT CRUISERS.

i i

Casualty List Totals 110, Dead 81;
Big Property Loss—Unusua!
Excitement.

A epeech by Representative Moon
after defeat of the original rule, in

which he intimated that “some rall- |
read influenee™ had operative to shift
T entie votes caused a bitter de-

hate here, Representative Heflin de
nounced Mr. Moon's statement as
“falee and ontrue Mr Moon chal-

tenced him to make the same gtate-
ment nff the floor of the house, and |
Mr. 1leflin expressed his willingneas |
to The representatives
advancing threateningly mwardp:

two

do so.

e
each other when half a dozen mem:-
bers stepped in between them.
Republican Leader Mann, who had |
1ol t1e fight against the original rule, |
1ater renewed the controversy. [
The charge has been made on this |
floor.” he sa'd, “that the influence of
railrozd interests has been felt In this

1 believe It Is the duty of 1hr-!

e is mot true, to re
and condemn lhei

holi=e
—THomer—it4he ol

pudiate the el

2

man who made it. If it Is true, then
the housze owes it to itsell to investi !
ente (he charge and punish those men

whnee votes have been changed by
rallraad influence.”

Representative Ragsdale of South |
Carclina said that “when the gentle
men ¢harge that there is railroad in:
fluence enough on the Democratic slde
of the houge to defeat this legislation |
1 do not believe it and repudiate it.”

“Well, the gentleman has his opin
fon,” replied Representative Moon. “II
the hit dog yelps, let him yelp.”

Representative Webb of North Car
olina said he “was not influenced by
railronds, but by my own colleagues
who I think are high-minded, honest
and conscientious men.”

A little later Representative Moon
in a brief speech disclaimed any In
tention to “reflect on the honor or In
tegrity of any member of the house.”
16 said that his speech was made “in
i{he heat of debate” and "“may have
been a little too rough.” He offered
to withdraw any “offensive language”
he might have passed.

SMALL GAINS AND LOSSES.

All Sides are Claiming SBome Few
Successes,

In the offensive operations of the
allies in the western war arena, In
teresting features are the loss in the
neighborhood of Nuve Chapelle ol
several of the trenches recently cap
tured by the British and an advance
by the East Indians toward Riche
bourg VAvouve, ag reported in the
fatest French official communication.
o This statement also indicates that the

Germans have not been lacking in the

offenaiva, It recordes, in addition, the

annihilalation of a German column ai

Lihaons.

Tn the east the situation is still In
doubt.

Agcording to the officlal’, slate

~ ment from Petrograd, the Germans

have been repulsed in an attempt tc

cross to the right bank of the Vistuls

. in Poland and fghting in the

ot is developing. Re | !

London.—For the first time in
centuries England has been struck
by a foreign foe. A squadron of swift
German cruisers crept through the
fog to the eastern coast and turned
their guns against the Britons,

When day broke they began bom-
bardment of three imporiant towns—
Hartlepool at the mouth of the Tees,
Whitby, noted as a pleasure resort,
15 miles beyvond. Hartlepool suffer-
ed most. There two battle cruisers
were engaged. The British war office
fixes the number of dead at Hartle-
pool as seven soldiers and 22 civilians.

At Serabrough, shelled by a battle
eruiser and an armored cruiser, 13

casualties are reported while at
Whitby two were killed and two
were wounded.

Men, women and children of the

civilian population were left dead or
wounded struck without warning
while at work. In all the casually
list totals 110, according to the of-
ficlal estimates, of whom 3 are
known to be dead.

At Hartlepoo!, churches were dam-
aged and the gas works and lumber
vards were set afire, while the ab-

| bey at Whithy was struck. The Bal-

moral Hotel at Searborough received
the full effect of a shell. A number
of houses and shops were shatter~d

| and partly burned in each of the
towns.

The hostile squadron escaped in
the mist after an encounter with

coast guard vessels,

CARRANZA AND VILLA CRASH.

Armies in First Big Battle East of
Torreon.

El Paso.—The first important battle
between the Carranza and Villa arm-
jes is In progress near San Pedro de
las Colonies, esst of Torreon. Several
columns of Carranza troops from Coa-
hulla Statet, aggregating about 5,000
men under Colonel llifonse Vasquez,
are engaged by a slightly larger force
under General Villa. .

Both sides have ample artillery and
the fighting is described as desperate.

The Carranza forces made a threat-
ening movement to take Torreon and
to shut off Villp's communication
with the North. Villa garrison in
Northern Mexico have been depleted
by the movement Into Mexico City
and troops from the National Capital

Aheater of war,

It appears that Carranza, from
Vera Cruz, has ordered a general
movement into the North. Four hun-
dred men from General Hill's forces
in the extreme east of Sonora are
moving on Juarez, held by a small
Villa garrison. Five hundred Car-

probably will be sent to the northern

ranza troops from Coahulls recently
By SR5E Towt ok (B FhabINg, -

EASTERN RAILROADS ARE AL-
LOWED INCREASE OF FIVE
‘PER CENT.

—— el

THE PRESIDENT IS PLEASED

——

Wilson Expects Decision to Have
Immediate Effect on business. Will
Add $30,000,000,

Washington.—Further increases in
frelght rates were granied lo the
Eastern ra'lroads by the Interstate
Commeree Commission In a decislon
from which Chairman Hallan and
Commissioner Clements dissented
vigorously.

Except on lake and rail traffie, coal,
coke, iron ore and certain other traf-
fic, upon which the commission here-
tofore has filxed rates adjudicated
“reasonable,” all railroads operating
in the territory between the Atlantic
seaboard and the Mississlippi, north
of the Potomac and Ohio rivers, were
allowed the flat five per cent increase
for which they have been asking for
four years,

The raliroads hoped to get Increases
which would add to the annual rey-
enues some $50,000,000. The commis-
sion's decision is expected to give
them additional revenue approximat-
ing $30,000,000.

The roads east of a North and South
line drawn through Buffalo, Pitts-
burg and Charleston, W. Va., won by
today's decision from the increases
other than upon the traffic excepted
which were denied them in the com-
missioner's declsion last August. The
roads west of this line, which got par
tinl advarces in the August decision,
recelved further advances; so that
now all the roads In what is describ-
ed as official classification territory

P e
s

Miss Dorothy Drake, one of the pretti-
est of the Washington debutantes
of the hollday season, is a sister-
inlaw of Commander Adelbert Alt-
house, U. 8. N.

ADVANCE MADE BY ALLIES

AUSTRO-GERMAN FORCES ADMIT
FALLING BACK TO OLD POSI-
TION IN WEST.

— e—————

Replenished Supplles From the Aus-
trians Driven Back From Borders
of the Little Country.

London,—The offensive movement

will enjoy uniform advances in both |
class and commodity rates, |

The majority of the commission held |
that the roads had established in the |
latest hearings a greater need of ad-
ditional net income than ever before. I
This was due, the decislon held, to ex- |
igencies ariging out of the war and to |
an already exigting necessity for addi-
tional revenues to maintain the rail-
road properties.

Chairman Harlan in his dissenting
opinion, held that sufficient ald had
heen given the roads by the August
decision and that the findings of the
majority was “morally wrong.” Com-
missioner Clements based his dissent
upon what he regarded as the inabil-
ity In law, of the commission to take
cognizance of anything in the making
of rates other than their justice and
reasonableness,

UP AND AT 'EM NOW,

England Rises in Anger—Would
Avenge Scarborough.

London.—Although there seems ho
doubt the Russlans are retreating, and
that for the present any expectation
the Allies may have held of an early
invasion of Germany must be dis-
missed, considerable mystery sur-
rounds the reported decisive German
victory which Berlin celebrated.

Vienna gives a few detalls of fight-
ing in the Bast. The claim is made
that the Russians have been driven
from their positions north of the Car-
pathian mountains from Krosno to
Zakllicyn which would indicate that
part of the Southern line of rallway
in Galicia again is In the hands of
the Austrians and that Piotrkow and
another Central Poland town have
been stormed, but silence is main-
tained as to North Poland where the
(German vicotry is said to have been
achieved. T

“Avenge Scarborough! Up and at
‘em now." X .

Mexican Bullete Still Flying.
Naco.—Five Bullets from the Mexi-
can fighting around Naco,  Sonora,
struck near ghelters bullt by United
States troops on the border. Many
other shots fell on United States ter-
Intermittent firing on the lluimd
aide continued all day. Hilt's Carran-

78 troops, defending Naco, seemed to|

[ in Alsace, the general official reports

of the French and the British has be-
come general and is .being pushed
with strong forces, particularly in
Flanders, the Argomnne, the Woevre,
and Alsace. While the French elaim
suceess at all points except Stelnbach

from Berlin say the Allles' attacks

have been unsuccessful at several
places.
On the whole, however, it would

appear that the AHlés, who now have
a superiority in numbers as well as in
artillery, have made some pProgress
and have withstood vigorous German
couner-attacks.

In the Argonne region the French
BAY:

“We have made progress and main-
tained our advance of the preceding
d“a‘ll

The force which haa been checked
at Stelnbach Is the left wing of the
army which for some time has been
fighting its way toward Muelhausen
and which has cleared a considerable
part of Alsace of Germans. It is evi
dent that while the Germans are pre-
pared to offer stubborn resistance to
attempted edvances in the regions
mentioned in the official communica-
tions they expect the main attack of
the Allles to be made in another di-
rection or themselves are preparing
for an offensive, for they have gath-
ered considerable forces at Courtral, ]
from where they could he transferred
quickly either to Flanders or south-
ward across the French frontier.

The Austrians again have crossed
the Carpathians, and, according to
thelr own account, are driving the
Russian left back toward the River
San. This Austrian army assisted
by German reinforcements, has under,
taken to force the Russians to with-
draw from in front of Cracow and also
algo to relieve Przemysl. The Aus-
trians apparently have met with at
least partial success in the first pro-
Ject. : .

SEND WARSHIPS TO CANAL.

tions of United States.
Washington.—President Wilson and

warshipé to the Canal Zone to guard

To Enforce Regulations of Radlo 8ta. | P
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GENERAL BLISS REPORTS THE

RESULT OF HI8 DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS.

NO ULTIMATUM ISSUED YET

Denies to Secretary Garrison That He
Has*Made Definite, Final Demands
on General Maytorena,

Washington, — Secietary Garrison
gave President Wilson the latest re-
ports from Brig. Gen. Blisa on the ait-
uation at Naco, where the Mexican
generals have not yet moved thelr
forces to avoid firlng into American
territotry.

The reports showed that the situa-
tion had undergone no apparent
change, although lttle firing was In
evidence. While the United States is
dotermined, ¥ necessary, to open fire
on the two Mexican forces to com-
pel them to stop. shooting into the
State of Arizona, It was feared that
no declsive setion was planned; pend-
ing efforts to Naco to Influence the,
two factlons to adjust the situation.

The general bellef in official quar-
ters was that some satlsfactory un-
derstanding would be reached.

Agents here of the Gutierrez Gov-
ernment” to which General Maytorena
is loyal, claims that he is preparing
to move his force down the rallroad
south of Naco, sp- that he can con-
tinte to beslege the Carranza force
under General Hill with the Ameri-
can border out of the range of fire,

Whilo reports from General Bliss
to the War Daprtpment were not
made publie it is belleved they indi-
cated that he thought he had persuad-
ed General Maytorena to stop firing
across the lne. Untll there is a defl-
nite understanding on the whole situ-
ation, it is thought ‘General Bliss has
warned General Hill not to take the
offensive, which would draw the fire
of the Maytorena troops.

RUSSIAN ARMY RETREATING.

Falling Back From Poland to Get |

Better Bask of Operations.

London.—"The Russians are retir-|
ing along the entire front in Galicla

and Poland.”
This statement officially {ssued ot

Vienna Is the outstanding feature of |

news from the battle fronts. While
there is no confirmation from other
gources, such a move on the part of
the Russians would be in line with the
apnouncements in Petrrograd - dis-
patches that the_Russians threatened
on both flanks had decided to take up

new positions where they could better

meet the Austro-German onslaughts
from the Carpathians to the Bast
Prussian frontier. s

The Russian delay in, fulfilling ex-
pectations that they would prove &
serlous menace to German territory
is diappointing the peoples of the Al-

Uad countrles, but military men ex- |
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Nearly four hundred people were in
the anditorium of the Aberdeen
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Russia to fight In her own territory,
where means of communcation would:
be more on an equality. ¢

Admiral Fisher Talks of Efficiency.
Washington.—Five years
réquired to put the  United
Navy in the highest state of
ciency to meet a hostile
ing to a statement by Rear
Fiske before the House Naval Cor
mittee, The Admiral, who is chiaf
of the Bureau of Operatlons, m
of the general board and &
president of the Naval Tnstitul
the Navy was deficient In alr
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GREAT CROWD AT ABERDEEN
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