_mess of the nation Is done by check
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The million-name .saldiers' honus petition arriving at the capitol, where It was accepted by Sepator Hiram W,
Johnson as chalrman of the senate reception committee. The huge roll of names was presented to congress by Capt.
S8amuel H. Jacobson, district commander of the Veterans of Forelgn Wars,
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Dress Goods a la

King

Dy R. RAY BAKER
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Agues Morton appeared o be ln one
of her cold, ealeulnting wmoods this
afternoon; but Ceell Sargent hud the
temerity to approach her, and not on
B matter of business connected with
Chamlers & Chalmers, wholesale deal-
ers In dress goods. It was a more
personal subject that he had to broach
=& uch more personal subject.

He stopped at her desk and fidgeted
for & few seconds, shifting hls welght
from one foot to unother, Agnes ap-
peared unusuully beautiful this morn-
Ing; In fuct, Cecll could find only one
word to describe her, and that was
“gorgeous”—and of course that wasn't

MeClurs Newspapsr Hyndicate

Forgers Reap
Huge Harvest

Take Annual Levy of $30,000,-
000 From Careless Check
_ Writers in United States.

IS ARISTOGRAT OF CRIMINALS

Introduction of Modern Protective

Measures Only Hampered Crook's

Plans for Time—Safety aper
Is Bost Precaution.

New York.—Forgers and penmen
are exacting a toll of between $80.-
000,000 and $85,000000 a year from
the people of the country because of
the careless manner in which checks
and drafts are written and bandled, ac-
cording to Burgess Smith, ex-inspector
of technlcal work In the United States
bureau of engraving, writing In Amer-
lean Industries, the maogazine of the
WNaotlonal Assoclatlon of Manufac
turers.

Balked by sclentifie Inventiors in
check protecting devices and Li check
pupér that defles alteration, check
ralsers are now robblng mall boxes
and adopting other subterfuges to
obtaln checks which are not safe
guarded. Thelr depredations are be-
¢vming so extensive, the writer says,
that mdthoritles do not make publie
any mere the amount of losses being

“Ninety-five per cent of the busl-

and draft,” says the writer. “During
the last year a total of approximately
$400,000,000,000 in checks and drafts
passed throngh the clearing houses
of the nation, based on a total cur-
rency lssue in elrculation of c;bnut
0&.0002?.(!!) In other words, checks
and fts In eclrculation constantly
exceed currency and bulllon at the
rate of elghty to one.

“It s only natural, therefore, that
the mgst astute minds of the criminal
world should turn their attention to-
ward a form of crime whish ylelds

nt ts with little chance of de-
and convictlon—all because of
te carelessness of Individo-

With Use of Checks.

the mapid development of
of ecredit Instruments the
er, particularly within recent
v Bmith shows how
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 following measures:
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Mu”wmh Took a Tip From Noah

[ -
one of the ‘higher-ups' In an organiza-
tion that is conducted In & "nost busi-
ness-llke way. First, there Is the
banker, who backs the gang with his
wealth and who usually has asso-
ciated with him an expert eriminal
lawyer, Then there Is the forger him-
self, who lives In some seciuded out-
of-the-way spot, where he has his
Inboratory. There, with pens and Inks
and aclds and blotters strewn about
him, he sits and traces signatures or
obliterates writing with such a high
degree of delleacy and perfection that
even banking experts nre decelved.
Since the forger Is the bralng' of the
organization. he must be accorded the
greatest possible protection. Conse-
quently, there are the ‘go-between'
men who hire thieves to rob the mall
boxes and presenters to ‘put down'
the forged checks. These men never
come In contact with the forger, and
the result Is that the arrest of sub-
ordinates seldom leads to his convlie
tion.
“And" Vuinerable Point.

“Before the Introduction of modern
protective measures, forgery and
alteration had become so slmple It
had almost ceased belng ealled an art.
To ralse o check from elght to elghty
dollars, all this master criminal had
to do was to add a ‘y' to the 't’ and
then another gero to the mumerals. To
raise six to sixty, seven to seventy or
nine to ninety was just as easy, and
to change five to fifty or to tnck some
other word to fifty, say 100 or 1,000,
was equally simple. The word ‘cnd’
has always been a most vulnerable
point of attack, and In many typleal
cases of forgery It has been made to
call for thousands by writing ‘thous'
before It
“For many years the forger had ns
his greatest foe the designer of check
writing machines that shred the
amount In colors and at the same time
impregnate the paper with Insoluble
ink. The Introduction of these de-
vices only hampered the crook's plans,
however, for he could still, with the
use of his aclds, ernse the puyee line
and substitute for names the words
‘eash’' or ‘bearer. And, llkewlse, he
could change the number and date
lines, \
“To meet thls new move of the
eheck ralser a safety paper that could
not be erased or alterated In any way
without detection was needed, and
by a gradual evolution whieh led
nearer and nearer to perfectlion tha
manufacturers have only recently
been able to produce a safety paper
which has thos far withstood all tests
of the crimipal. Thus, the check
forger has agaln teen defeated, and
check users who today employ the
modern measures of protéction af-
forded~-the modern writing machine,
as well as the safety paper—have no
reason to fear that thelr checks will
be altered” -
) How to Be Doubly Safe.

‘To make checks absolutely safe
against the depredations of forgers
‘and raisers, Mr, Smith suggests the
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Famous Tree, 800 Years
0id, Shows Signs of Wear

Mexlco Clty.~The “great tree
of Tule, In Sunta Marla de
Tule, state of Onxnea, after B0
years, ls beginning to show slgns
of wear. This glant cypress.
with a trunk so bhuge It takes 30
persons with outstretched arms
to span It, Is known to have been
a falrsized tree when Columbus
discovered America,

History also recounts that
Cortes and his Spanlsh soldiers
slept beneath Its branches four
centuries ago en routé to Hon-
duras following their conquest of
Mexieo,

There Is no immediate cause
for worry, however, that Tule,
as Indlans call the tree, will
wither away before the present
generation has pdssed on. And
even If It should, Tule has a son
some fifty yards away that s
showing slgns of malntalning the
famlly honor. Hijo (son) al-
ready Is so large 12 persons are
needed to span it. Hijo Is only
a couple of hundred years old.

The tree rises 175 feet. The
epread of Its branches Is almost
150 feet.
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the ht word,

Cecll's hesltntlon was not occasloned
by the fact that the young woman wos
his boss, by reason of her holding: the
position as sules manager, while he
was but u salesolan. He felt trepl-
datlon because bhe knew he was not In
her good graces; she had showed [t
all too plainly on more than one o¢-
caslon of late. But he just had to
speak once more concerning the sub-
Ject that made his world go round,

“Agnes,” he sald, In a volce that al-
most faltered, “lsn't It about time you
set the date for our wedding?”

She looked up from the letter she
was reading and smiled slightly, rath-
per pltyingly, It seemedq.

“Well, hardly,” she returned. “I
don't remember that I have definitely
nceepted your offer of marrlage as
yet I was consldering It some time
age, Il admit, but you've heen such
a wretched business fallure lately that
I'm on the point of giving It up. You
don't lmagine I want to marry a fall-
ure, do you? Do you reallse you
haven't sold a hundred dollars' worth
of goods in 0 month?*
Ceell realized It all too well. But
what was e to do? He was a good
ghlesman, and he knew It; but he had
been 5o worrled Iately over Agnes that
he counldn't keep his mind on his work,
Every time he falled to make a sale
he sank that much lower In her esti-
mation, and every time he dropped a
notch In that respect he lost just so

defles plteratlon by Inks or chemicals,
2. Never typewrite n check or per
mit n check to leave your office that
contalns an erasure.

8. Write the name of the payee and
the amount of the check clearly and
plainly, never leaving any margin be
fore the amount or between the writ
ten flgures.

4. Keep your blank checks under
lock and key and know where every
one of them goes. They are worth as
much money as your credit once they
have ' your name in the right-hand
corner—and some one may be able tq
decelve a bank or a storekeeper Intd.
belleving that a check with a forged
slgnature Is yours.

5. Finally, to he doubly sure, Insure
yourself agalust loss by forgery o1
check alteration. The makers of the
best safety check paper and check
writlng machines are so sure thelr de
vices defy the efforts of the most In-
genlous criminals that they carry
thelr customers’ Insurance themselves
at a merely nominal. cost,

Dissolving 8ait Raises Ship.
Norfolk, Va.—Capt. L. P. Power of
the schooner Cumberland Queen and
his wife, given up for dead In the wrech
of the ship, arrived In Norfolk one day
recently. The ship, after grounding
twice, finally sank, Power sald, in the
deep water. The captaln and crew
were taken to Charleston. Then the
salt cargo, with which the vessel was
heavily laden, dissolved and the light
ened ship bobbed up again, to be res
cued by the coast guardsmen.

Makes “Pearis” of Fish Scales.
Heathsville, Va.—In Fleeton they
have employed a French woman, whe
is engaged in making Imitation pearls
from the essence of fish scales. BShe
is sald to have made some fine speck
mens of “pearls.”

This new and novel enterprise is at-
tracting considerable attentlon. The
fishermen are being paid 10 cents a

pound for fish scales,
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| tical. The former demanded too close
| adherence to business principles and

[ | man who could captivate Adelaide with

1 the ovder, and Cecll certalnly was not
| A good dresser; that Is, he could not

| stunned her with his clothes and made

much of his business ability. It was
an endless chaln, with nothing but dis-
aster pulling on the end of it,

“I know It" he confessed [n an-
gwer to her Indictment, “but If you
would only glve me some definite en-
courngement, perhaps I'd come back
a8 a salesman, You've got me worrled,
Agnes.”
She tapped her lips with the eraser
end of a pencll and studled him In-
tently, He was a nlee looking young
man, she realized that, and he was
bright and eclever, too.  Still, those
things counted for nuauglt unless they
brought results. Agnes had no Inten-
tion of supporting a husband; when
she became tled In a nuptinl knot she
expected to retire from business and
devote herself to housekeeping. As
she looked at Cecll in that scrutinlz
ing manner she reallzed that he was
becoming ecareless in regard to his ap-
pearance,

*Don't you think,” she suggested,
“that a shoe shine would help to sell
goods? And do you know that your
tle Is crooked and the pointed end of
your tie-pln ls sticking ont llke a
sword. And you have a dinner en-
gagement with Adelalde Amberson this
evenlng; doh't forget that."

“Tell you what I'll do,” she contin-
ued, “if you sell Miss Amberson a good
bill of goods I'll set the date! How
Is that for something definite?"

Cecll gulped.

“Oh, all right, fine!" he replled, and
went away, feellng-more discouraged
then ever,

Sell u good 'bill of goods to Ade
lalde Amberson, eh? That would be
A hercuiean task. Adelalde represent-
ed Smith & Brown, the biggest dress
goods buyers in the state, Every time
she came to town the salesmen made a
wild seramble to see her; but for three
years Chalmers & Chalmers had not
gold her for a cent, although one of
thelr representatives always took her
out to dlnmer. James Brothers had
been the lucky ones, and Cecll knew
the reason. They employed a “he
vamp for & salesman, & fashion-plate
of a dude, one Henry Watters, who
charmed Adelalde—somewhat of a
“vamp" herself—into buying goods.
Women In business certalnly were
making n mess of things. Agunes was
too practical and Adelaide too unprac-

the latter had no regard for them. The
his clothes was the one who Ianded

go to extréemes. Henry Watters

her buy while she was unconsclous.
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Thus Cecll sollloguized as he made
bis way to the street. In a very un-
: I: walked nlong, untll

originally the Greek letters, “lota,”

letters—or, as some authorities say,
the first two and the last letter—of the
Greek word for
years the origin of these letters hav-
Ing been lost, they were mistaken for
the Latin' capitals, “I. H. 8, and a
Latin word was found for each letter,
as follows:
tor,” Latin for “Jesus, Savior of Men.”

nated with 8t. Bernardine of Siena In
1347,
the letters are the initlals of the |
words, “In Hoc Signo,” Latin for “In :
This Sign," miraculously displayed in | —==
the sky before Constanting and his |

thelr religlon, have always held thelr

oyen at the réd blake below hiw neck,

Then suddenly he dlscovered that
his trousers needed pressing, apd he
called a boy, who took them away,
The only other pulr he possessed were
close to shabblness, so Lie remained In
his room and walted,

The tullor was slow, and when the
hour of six arrlved Cecll was fuming
with Impatience, He called the tallor
tnd was assured’ the trousers would
be right up. The dinner engagement
wad for seven.

At 8:80 he called agnin,

“They'll be right, up,” the taflor as-
sured. “They're ready now and  the
boy Is just walting for Mr. Carson's
trousers, Mr, Carson's in a burry,
too,"

Confound Mr. Carson! 8o he was
deluying the game. He was n young
Englishman, the last word In fashlon
plates, who was tourlng Amerlea,

At §:40 the boy appeared and Ceell
leaped Into his trousers, Without
stopping to ascertaln whether they e
tually had been pressed, he flung on
his top-cont and hurried out to a taxi-
cab, which yanked him toward Ade-
lalde's hotel. But a flat tire caused
delny and Cecll arrived fifteen min-
utes late, to be Informed by Adelalde’s
aunt, who traveled with her, that she
had gone to dinner with Mr. Watters,
thinking Mr. Bargent had forgotten
his engagement,

Disconsolate, Cecll went to a cafe
terla to dine alone, He had Intended
taking the buyer to a fashlonable eafe,
but this serve-self place was good
enough for him, As hé hung up his
cont and seated himself he notlced sev-
erul persons looking at him and snick-
ering, and he lald It to the loud tle.
He wished It was lo the garbage can,
where It belonged,

"Why Mr, Sargent!
prise |" ‘

He looked up and saw Adelalde Am-
berson carrying a tray. Then he no-
ticed Mr, Watters, who had gone on
and found a table, How he hated that
dude, who, by robbing him of Ade-
laide, was robbing him of Agnes and
happlness !

Cecll stood up and shook her hand.
She gasped as she surveyed him and
sudden admiration was evident In her
stare.

“Mr. Sargent,” she sald, speaking
rapldly, “I want to dine with you.
I'm goilng to give Mr, Watters the
slip. Think of him bringing me into
such a place! He thinks my order 18
cinched, but I've changed my mind.
Walt in front for me, Why, you adors
ahle boy! BSuch an innovation—regus
lar King George style!" -

8he hurrled away and Cecll stood
In a daze,

“Must be the tle,” he declded. "It
knocked her cold. But where does the
king come in?"

Then he caught a glimpse of his
trousers., They were creased on the
sides!

“God save the king ! he sald fervent-
ly, and dropped Into his chalr,

HAD HAD DINNER TOGETHER

Soldier and Owner of Crow Both Par.
took of Dish Not Usually Con-
sidered a Delicacy.

This 18 a sur

The expression “eating crow"” which
Iz used synonymously with “eating
humble ple” to Indicate surrender or
enforced delng of something unpleas-
ant, originated In an anecdote of
Civil war days.

According to the story, a private
trespassed and sghot | tame crow.
The enraged farmer seized his rifle
and declared: “Since you've killed
my erow you've got to eat It

A little later the farmer asked:

Her Mother's Faith in Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vegetable
Led Her To Try It

of Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Com-

Pinkham's Vege-
is & woman’s medicine.
adapted to correct such

The letters we publish ought to con-
vince you; ask some of your women
ooy o g o B oo

ou ve it &
fair trial. "~

Justifiable,

“I presume you are very particular
about observing the conventlons of
the game," remarked the BEasterner
as he settled down for n soclable lit-
tle game of stud in Tombstone, Arlz.

“We're all of that,” replied the
western dealer genlally. “When any
stranger get too far ahead we al-
ways shoot him on the spot"—Amer.
lean Leglon Weekly,

Packages,
Kidney, liver, bladder and uric acid
tronbles are most be-
cause of their insidious attacks.

Heed the first warning they give
that they need attention by taking

The warld's standard for thess
disorders will often ward these dis-
the body against
gizes, all druggists.
' bas
h-kl-ll:.r-ﬂor.whm

“Well, how do you like crow?"

“I don't hanker after It," was the
reply, "but I can eat [L"

Satlsfied, the farmer returned the
soldier's gun which he found immedi-
ately turned upon him with the eurt
demand to finlsh the crow. In the
name of expediency he did as he was
told, but the next day he went to
headquarters and lodged a complaint
against the offendlng private. Sum-
moned before the colonel the first
question the soldier had to answer
was:

“Did you ever see this man be-
fore?"

“8ho thing,” he remarked, “we-ah-

dined together yesterday. We both ate
crow "

Original Meaning of “I. H. 87
The Insctiption “I. H. 8., was

“ota” and “sigma,” the first three

“Jesus.” In later
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3. GUiLD 05, RopkhT v,

“lesus Hominum Salva-
This anagram is said to have origi-

According to other authorities,

Fascinating Qld Cq;ptr.
The Jewish people, by reason of




