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- in the murder or George Thomas

_ also testified

——— W —— | -

'mls om.r Nuwsmmn rummnn IN MADISON COUNTY

Willis Cole

Released.
Willis Cole
ot e Bt
Thomas More tham Ten
Years Ado Released by the
Court. o

‘ Thuradaym. Mr. Willis Cole
who had been arrested 8 or 10
‘days before, upon suspicion that
in some way he was implicated

e

on Little Laurel 10 years ago
last June was brought before
Justice of the Peace, Roy L.
Gudger, for preliminary inves-
tigation. The 8keleton of Georce
 Thomas was exhibited in the
" court room at the trial. It was
& most ghastly sight. The skull
and nearly all the bones of the
body and the shoes he wore at
the time he was murdered had
been collected put in a box and
brought to the trial

The evidence showed that
while some men were cuiting
timber for W. C Cook, on the
gide of the mountain about Lit-
tie Lafirel Creek in the Belya
section, the skeieton of a human
being was found among the

thick laurel ghrubbery and|W

brush, a very isolated place.
Trees hadteen cut and the tops
fallenon the sppt where the

uyed. Findin¢ of the skeléton ]I

was reported to Mr. W, "M,
Thomas, of Big Laurel, brother
of deceased. The disappear-
ance- of George Thomas had
been, discussed so much, and
from the bonés and other evi-
dences the parties finding the
skeleton seemed to think it was
the remains of George Thomas,
Mr. W. M. Thomas and others
gathered up the bones and other
articles found and fznecurelyr
boxed them.

George Thomas had a broken
leg, making that leg some shorts
er than the other When lut
seen he wore brogan shoes, of |1

where he resldod_ had gone to
Virginia or Kentucky. One
iman told it several that
he saw George Thomas in West

{Virginia and that he had mar-

ried there and had two children.
The evidence showed that the
parties who it was rep
went off with Themas were not
midﬂ!atau'&omhomattha
time’'it was reported they were
gone, Owing to the many re-
ports a large number of
nesses w e re subponead, but
when brought to testify it was
found that there was but little
foundation for many of the
reports.

Mr. Capps t.eshﬁod he saw
George Thomas pass place
wifh his dinner bulket goifig
toward the place he was work-
ingaf a saw mill the diy he
disappeared. He never sa w
him any more, Tilman Gosnell
testified that he was working
at logging and mill business and
he talked with George-Thomas
late on the evening that Thomas
was last’ seen, That he and
Thomas talked after the other
[men had left. Thomas told him.
he would be back to work the
next morning but Thomas never
came and he never saw him
any more. Thomas was seen
by many that day and worked
on hisgob all day. If any one
saw him afier that evening it
as shown, \

Josh Gunter testified that one
or two years after Thomas was
missing, that he and another
man went to where I!,lllilColﬂ
'Eﬁxbr. Cole- the
cup around and the other man
became more or less intoxicated
and talked a great deal. Cole
said with an oath: “They talk
about, George Thomas, by G—
I can go where he is ur tohis
grave-in 30 minutes” The
olher man is dead,
Ezekiel Gosnel testified that
gome 6 or 7 years ago that he
and Cole and ke Payne were
upon the mountain in the Little
Laurel country and Cole was
drinking and he -got to telling
how he killed old man Johnson
md his wife in Tennessee, how

rather peculjar make, which had| thr ughuthe b

been half soled with leather

belting. He had a decayed|then sl

lower jaw tooth which gave
him trouble W, M: Thomas,
identified the shoes, as being
the shoes George Thomas wore
just before he disappeared. He
s that George had a
short leg which had beén broken.
" He 'also teltlﬁed about the
decayed lower jaw tooth, which
gave George trouble. Dr. Frank
Roberts testified that the skele-
ton wasthat of a h being.
That one of the lower leg bones
had been broken,- which would
make that leg some shorter
than the othqr as. the bone was

man Gosnell t.eatiﬂed that
Fzekiel Gosnell told him this
lsame story about 5§ or 6 years
ago. Theré was the ghastly
skull with sockets that eyes did
once inhabit, but if there was
any one present or anywhere
else that was connected with
the foul ‘murder of Geurge

The skull above the

oyuhadlmn broken in or'had |

rotted away, the doctor could
dot tell which. He #aid the
uv:t‘y in\the kw tmﬂ:m

ws
Mmtesh'wawﬂhw
derer or murdgrers to save the
liteotth ‘body that then cov-
:::;w dry and ghastly

Gastonia, N. C.
508. W. Main Bt.
Nov, 22, 1928,
Editor News Record:

Last Friday we received the
first copy of the News-Record
since we left Marshall, Of course
the first thing to happen was=a
quarreil in the family to see who

wit- | would readit first. We were s0|g

anxious to hear more from Mar-
shall. It was like a letter from
home telling of all the members
of the family.

We have found oGr new home
to be ina splendid location. A
fine peeple are located here.

The people are not merely liv-
ing today, they are thinking of
the future,

The school system can be com-
pared with any in the state. They
have now, five schoola filled to
capacity, and a new High Bchool
building nearing completion to
cost $500,000, ° One of the very
finest in the state.

Gastonia is the county seat of
Gaston County. (aston County
is a great manufacturing center
of cotton yarns, being the third
county in the world in number
of spindles; with over a million
and one half spindles. And larg-
est number of cofton millsof any

hundred and four i inop ration.
The people have not orgotten
the one who made all this pro-

& Dew - Jirst Sap
Church costing over $230,000,
with a main Auditorium to seat
over a thousand people. The
Firat Baptist Bunday School has
an enroliment of about eight
hundred fifty pupils. The State
Baptist Convention is to meet
here in December. There are
ten or twelve other demomina-
tions here with churches to be
prdud of.

With all such progressive
surroundings, one cannot besatis-
fied without mountains, if he has
once lived in the mountains of
Western, N. C.

Wishing The News-Record
much success.

’ H. Paul Dellinger:

 E—

S

| body placed where his skeleton

was found.

defendant offered no evi-
dence and moved to dismiss the
case. It was not ‘explained
why Cole stated at different |;
times that he could go in 15 or
30 minutes to the body of

George Thomas.
/ The court was of the opinion

that the evidence wasnetsuflic-
ient to hold the defendant Cole
for grand jury investigation and
Cols was discharged.

If the murder of George
Thomas is living the sentence

'|of condemnation is upon him
and like one of old hlilent.]y
exclaiming :

*How is it with me, whon every
noise appals me ?

What handa are hﬂ’c f Hal
they, pln& out eyes!

|Will all mt‘nms ocean
wash this blood

| Clean from my hands?

No;thld my huﬂ'wtll rnther

AWM&M’H l:.'

Their progress is surprising. 1

county in the world, with one’

gress posaible. Théy have ij

: “\m-fsu Tube In Mcuth
Declare Wll Recover.

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 21,—
George Sunday, real estate brok-
er son' of the evangelist,
‘A. Bunday, was found in
droom of his home here yes-
wliny overcome by gas jet lead-
ingto his mouth, according to
police.
His physician said he was in a
serfous condition, but would re-
coyer.
————————

Humorist I!aoolhes Serious

Whonluy that the -State of
Nt Carolina has practically | .
evi ng | mean literally just
that, in the sense that she has
practically everything w hich
conduces to comfortable all-the:
year-around living for the ave-
ra'!a human being Aeccording
to'the best of my observation
and belief, she has within her as
complete an assortment of natu-
ral attractions and natural glor
ieg as i% to be found enclosed by
any set of state boundaries this
side of the Pacific Slope. This
witneswequally- is positive that,
takin® one'season wit’i*another,
shig has on her Piedmont Plateau
the most equable and agreeable
' of temperate North
ica. .And certainly, at this

the most up-and-coming State of
the South, if not of the entire

Union.- Irvin 8."Cobb in Hearsts
International for November,
1923

H.lttle Pine News

We had a Box Supper November
10, The proceeds will go to buy.

Snpplbmenlary readers  for the
school. o
We have a traveling Library at

our school house. We are enjoy-
ing reading the books.

There are measlas in our school,
These are the ones that has them;
Paul Lunsford, Esmond Freeman,
Alma Henderson, lenard Brad-
burn, Sallie Sluder, Kute Payne,
Louisa Farmer, They  are not
hurting them very much, We hope
they will be able to attend school
in a few days,

Mr., Wiard Payne and Mr
Walton Tweed went to Cherry
Flats Thursday night fox hunting
they are expecting & good race.
Miss Hattie Howell was visiting
her sister Just week, she visited our
school one day we were glad to
have her.
15, Mae Sprinkle has just, re-
covered from an @tack of measles
She was out of school two weeks,
We are glad to have ber back with
us again. \
! Bixth Grade.

Mrs. M. F. Whitt is visiting
Mrs. T J. Merrill at her home
at Amelia Court House, Virginia.
| Mrs. T. J. Merrill, daughter and
lson, James, Mrs, M. F. Whittand
'L O. Clark visited all the im-

portant places; Richmond,, Pe-
_\mhnrz md Buckroe Beach.

r

t time of writing, she. is}yss-N.- W S ye

#,

a population exporting state. You
can find s Tar Heel in almost any
locality in the United States, A
native of the state traveling through
other dtattws-is umally sufprised at
the number of people he runs across
who were born in North Carolina,
but who are now living out of the
state, One gets the idea that we
must have lgst a considerable num-
ber of natives to other states, And
#o we have, The people bornin
North Carolina but now liviag in
other gtates number 443,844, and
they range all the way from seven-

ty-flve in Vermont to 113,151 1n
Virginia, As far away as Califor«
nia you will find 5,742 native Tar
Heels, In Washington there &re
5,720, In Arkanvas 11,128, in Texad
14960, in New York 17,803, in
in Pennsylvania 20877, in Missou

ri 5,476, in West Virginia 13,636, in
Florida 17,358, in Tegnessee 27,744
in South Carolina 50,040, and i
Virginia 113,151 or so in 1920,

List of Subscribers

Grady Woodson, Alexander; D
S. Tweed, Marshall, R 4; Miss
Bonnie Ammons, Snow Hill; L, J;
Ammons, Mars Hill; R. P, Me«
Cracken, Mars Hill; M, O, Faulk-
per, Marshall” R-3; Mrs. George

Jr,
Belvu Mrs. A. J. Rector, Olrywlh
Tenn.; R. M .Ciahagan, Allens

Mre, L. N."Odell, TLockbart 8 ©.;
Susah Gentry, Big Leurel; Nodh
Rice, Big Laurel; Miss Gertrude
Tweed, Marshall; Ed  Hixon, Big
Laurel; Robt Dill, New River,
‘I'enn,: H. W, Grcoms, Mars Hill;
J. G. Ramsey, Jr., Manrshall, R-4;
L. G. Buckner, Buckner; Mr,' T,
8, Rollins, Asheville; M T, Duckett
Hollywood, Cali.; Lee Wallin, Re-
vere; G, W, Hunter, Marshall R-3;
J, L, Shelton, Johnson City, Tenn.;
W.T. Huntersinger, Mars Hill; J,
M. Hunter, Marshall,

About Our Sheriff

Dear Editor:— o

Please give space for the fol-
lewing remarks:

It is with great pleasure. that
I, and ] think I can speak for
the greater part of No. Three
Township, note the success of
our Sheriff. Mr. Ramsey, in
bringing to justice the offenders
of the law. We recall with
great interest the whiskey stills
that have been demolished, ‘the
‘many gallons of whiskey that
have been ecaptured; and'the
number of bootleggers, whiskey
transporters, and other mnotori-
ous criminals that have been
taken into custody. \
Therefore lot us,*the people
of Madison County, do our
whole duty as citizens of North
Carolina by reporting to the
gherriff all helpful information
by co-operating with him in
bringing to justice all criminals,
thereby doing our bit in helping
to make the enfortement of the
law one hundred per ceut in
Madison Cunty,

Henry H. Bucksder.

a good community but the editor

North Carolina hag lltuy' been|

A good newspaper helps fo make}

By JorNNIE ROGERS

The people of the United States, =

inherited from their fathers one’

of the richest herilages the world! | ; i

has ever séen, an area of timber! |
land which seemed as frequently
remarked nexhaustible. Lesam
than a gengration ago if one hld
been lecturing on forest conser-

vation people would have said ~-.";

“what foolshness is that man:
talking?” No one-lecturing on
forest conservation to-day is
called feolish. The people from
one end of the Jand to the other
have begun to realize a period of
timbershortage which they only
began to realize before the war,
Thoy realize it when they buy a
newspaper and pay twice or
three times 'the former cost.
They realize it when they go
into a furnitufe store and atk
the price on the tables and
chairs needed, they realize s
wvhen they come to building thei~
homes, Before the war lumber
was twenty eight to thirty two
dollars per thousand feet cuf,
now it is seventy five to eighty"
five dollars per thousand feet.

It is estimated that eight hun- .

dred twenty twc million acres

of forests ave left, . Practically
two thirds of this is in the
United States. We are cutting ™

Meadows, Asheville; Johu Neltos [avery year from 6ur foresls

miles. The annual depth of the
river for eight months in the
year was six to seven feet before
deforestation but now it is
twenty one inches,

The water sheds rich "and fer~
tile have béen cleared, and there
are no lakes nor glacial soil to

should have been absorbed by
the soil, this escapes to the
stream in the natural way. The
leaves and branehes of the trees'
prevent the rain from beating
th? soil as it does in the open.
The Literary Digest for April
2Bth, 1919, tells us that some
seven hundred thirty two west-
ern towns and cities”depend on
the national forests for their
domestic water supply.
Examination by the forest en
gineers has been made and they
say that it will cost the govern
ment two million two hundred
sixty flve thousand dollars ‘te
restore this water back to its
former depth. Congreds made
appropriation to besin work at

and say if the lands are de=

forested in a short time they
will be as bare as the hillsand

like eondiuonl.

There will be & pie Bupper u
Enon School Hoyse, on Sat!mhy

mlltluobemioud music, T
proceeds will _.e uged for'tie e
of the churth, Brerybody.
dully invltad s

neéds the co-operation of the eom=| wo
\mmityubundtwﬁw

o |

mountains of 'Pelcstine and a8 =
France has already become unﬂq: :.

Pie Supper 4

hight, December 1st, 1023. Thers

h

catch the water wasted which

on ce. Scientists investigated
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