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Nice Lump Sum

The President at Work
Free Tombstone
Button-Pushing Days
Congress will glve President Roose-
velt o lump sum, & consideruble lump
of four thousand million dollars, to let
him chiange from the system of doles
gand imitation Jobs, “pleking up leaves
and pieces of paper,” to reul Jubs and
useful work.

In his new White House offices,
president Itoosevelt Is al work oo &
wgoclal security program,” which will
fnelude unemployment insurance and
old age pensions, The Wien Is to let
pay rolls contribute to the cost of in-
surance aud pensions, This might
work well with normal pay rolls,

You hope that the P'resident, In his
wisdomw, will include in any tgecurlty”
program security for the nution, in ad-
ditlon to security for Individuals, old
or out of a Job.

Unemployment insurance and old age
pensivns woull do little good If & few
thousand planes came flying from Eu-
rope or Asin to bomb our clties and
ppray them with poison gus If they
enme now, they could do exactly 88
they plensed. We have no way of In-
terfering with them.

Bruna  Hauptmann's  musings  om
fate's vagnries were Interropted the
ather day by n strange offer from Mr.
standish Hartmnn, who owns the old
Flemington stone works, manufactur-
the

fng tombstones, Just opposite
Hauptmann  Jjall.

Hauptmann was told, “If you are
gent to the electrie elialr 1 will let you
plek out your own tombstone, free,
and help you write the epitaph. I will

muke {t & work of art that people will
go 8 long way to see, one that any man
would be proud to have"

It shoull take geniug to devise a
tombstone that “any man wonld be
proud to have” if he got It after heing

execnted for murder,

A day 18 coming when no man will
do any work harder than pressing a
putton, and science, incidentally, wlll
mitke crime obsolete,

For Instance, the Joliet (1L} failer i

gent # fat “trusty” outdoors for a
cigar, and the automatic “electrie eye”
at the gate saw him, flashed & light
and the Innocent fut “trusty” was
gearched, A small metal shoehorn was
found In his big loose shoe.

The electric eye flushes when any-
body passing the gate has any sorl of
metal in his possesslon, No prisoner's
friend hereafter can take in a pistol,

file or steel saw.
L)

If you buy alcoholic drinks, buy from
dfalers in whom you have confidence.
The federal government has seized one
million one hundred thousand empty
whisky, wine and liguor bottles to pre-
yent bootleggers refilling them with
bootleg supplies.

An empty whisky bottle, bought for
two cents, filled with eight cents' worth
of bootleg whisky, may mean profit for
the bootlegger and mean poison for the

consumer. Buy from a retaller whom
you trust, who buys from those who
mnnufacture legally, and buy brands

that you know.

To comfort those approprinting and
spending large sums of publle money
fighting the depression It can be sald,
quite reasonably, that there would be
no danger In spending $100,000,000,000
more, considering that the normal In-
come of the United States, n really
good times, Is close to S100,000, 000,000,
If & man spent one or even two years'
fncome to settle all his troubles you'd
think the price reasonable.

It wonld be a silly mistake, of
course, to Issue the $100 000,000,000
in bonds and pay out another $100,-
000,000,000 for interest, unnecessarily.
That needs to be sald and will be sald
quite often,

To read that Harry MacCracken,
peventy-five-year-old retired  cattle
puncher, jumped up when a bandlt
told him to sit stlll, and “drilled” the
bandit through the shoulder, Is mlildly
interesting. It Is more Interesting to
read that it happened o a “subur-
bvan liquor store” of Colorado, where
MacCracken spends-his time sitting by
the stove, “whittling.” To sit whit-
tling by a liquor store-stove seems &
strange occupation for one seventy-
five years old, who knows that time is
whittling away his few remaining
days

COBRENT EVENTS
PSS I REVEW

EIGHT AND A HALF BILLION DOL.
LAR BUDGET OFFERED BY
THE PRESIDENT.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD
€. Western Newapaper Unlon,

Bl.‘lf.-\l'SE work rellef must be car-
ried on the federal budget will not
be balanced for the eoming fiscul year,
and probably not for several Years
thereafter. In present-
Ing the budget to con-
gress, President Roose-
velt admitted this, but
without qualms. He
pstimated  $8520,000,-
W0 ‘as the amount of
money necessary o
carry on the govern-
ment's activities for
the 1936 tiscal year be-

ginning July 1 next.

The expenses for the

President current year, partly

Roosevelt estimated, are $8.0581.:-
000,000,

If one wishes to know who spends
all these huge sums, an ldex may be
obtained from these Hgures showing
the estimated expenditures for the fis-
cul year 1936:

1, Legislative,

Judicial
wnd executive y

36,595,000

§. Civil departments and

agencles ... TE8007,169
3. Natlonal defens 792,454,266
4. Veterans pensions

and beneflts ......- 704,885,500
b. Debt charges:

Intarest e 76,000,000

etirementsd cesvenss 636,414,000
6. Hefunds .....cc00:0 B4,046,200
7. Hecovery and relief 4.582,011,475
§. Supplemental items

(fur above groups 1

to 4 Incluslve) 40,000,000

Totnl expenditures..$8.520.4 13,608

Total receipts for the same period
are put ut $5.001. 004,084, so the estl-
maited deticit will be $4,028 D080

Of the recovery and relief fund the
President asked that $5000,00000 be
placed at his disposul to he allocated
by him “prineipally for giving work
the relief

to those unemployed on
rolls.”
tHere are some other vital things

disclosed by the message:

The national debt wlll inerense from
S311.000,000,000 at the close of this ns-
cal year to S34,.2309,000,000,

No pew tuxes are requested. Con-
gress is asked to continue the so-called
pulsance taxes which expire soon and
the 3-cent stamp rate.

A national defense appropriation ol
FH0Y,045,005—Lhe greatest ln the his-
tory of the country—is requested.

A total of 137,134 federal workers
are to be dismissed,

The $2,811,000,000 gold profit has not
been disturbed.

Veterung pensions in 1936 will reach
the staggering total of $7UH,000,000.

The accumulated New Deal deficit
for three years on Jupe 3U, 1004, will
total §11, 700,000,000,

While the trend of recovery and re-
llef expenditures is downward, regular
federul expenses will Incrense. This 18
due in part to a § per cenl pay res
toration for federal workers which jn-
volves S65,00, 000,

It seemed certaln that some of the
President’s proposils would start bit-
ter tights in congress. Old line epub-
licans insisted that such “squandering”
of the natlon’s resources would lead
to Inflation and bankruptey. The more
rudical legisintors theught that four
billiong for work relief was not enough.
Lots of senators and representatives
resented the President’s request for a
free hamd in allocating that fund, feel-
ing hie was infringing on their preroga-
tives. But the administration forces
in congress are so overwhelming that
there was no doubt that the budget
would be accepted as presented.

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT In his
wessuge to cONgress, delivered 1o
person ut a Joint sesslon, offered the
law-mukers a “new snd greatly en-
larged plan” of work rellef. He did
pot estimute Its cost, but asserted that
the system of outright doles should be
dropped and the government should
undertnke projects of slum clearance,
grade crossing elimination and other
public works that would give employ-
ment to about 3,600,000 persons now
without jobs. The tigures to be pro-
posed for this were reserved for his
budget message, but he assured con-
gress that they would be “within the
gound credit of the government.”
Mr. Roosevelt declared the gains
made in the year 1034 were greater

tive” but uttered a warning against
wealth “which, througa excessive prof-
its, creates undue private power over

over public affairs as well.” This, nat-
urally, was taken as applying espe-
clally to the public service interests
which bhave been so apprehensive of

private affairs, and, to our misfortune.

“[et him who, for speculative profit
or partisan purpose, without just war-
rant would seek to disturb or dispel
this assurance, tike heed before he as-
sumes responsibllity for any act which
slows our onwnrd steps™

The President reported' an unsettied
condition In the foreign fleld, with the
resurrection of old jealousies and pas-
glons and new strivings for armament
and power In more than one land, add-
ing:

wihere I8 no ground for apprehen-
slon that onr relutions with any na-
tion will be otherwise than peaceful.”
Discussing the matters that will be
brought before congress for actlon, Mr.
Itonsevelt suld:

“Among the subjects that He lmme-
dintely before us are the consolidation
of federnl regulutory administration
over all forms of transporstion, the
renewnl and clorification of the gen-
eral purposes of the national Indus-
tria] recovery act, the strengthening
of our facilitles for the prevention, de-
tection and treatment of erime and
eriminals, the restoration of sound con-
ditlons in the public utllities feld
through abolitlon of the evil features
of holding companies, the gradual ta-
pering off of the emergency credit ac-
tivities of government, and Improve-
mwent in our taxation forms and meth- |
ods.

“\We have nlready begun to feel the
hracing effect upon our economie BYys-
tem of a resjored ngriculture.

*The hundreds of milllons of addl-
tional Income that farmers are receiv-
Ing Is finding {ts way into the chan-
nels of trade.

“The farmers' share of the natlonal
Income 1a slowly rising. The economic¢
facts Justify the widespread oploion
of those engazed In agrienlture thutl
our provisjon for muintaining a bal-

aneed production zuve at this time the |
most adegquate remedy for an old anl
vexing problem,

“Ior the present and especlally In |
view of abnormal world conditions, ag-

ricultural adjustment with certaln nec-

essary Improvements in methods should

continue.” |

ETROLEUM control provisions of
the Natlonal Industrial Recovery |
act, specifically section 9 (c), are held !
by the Supreme Court of the United |
States to he Invalid as unconstitiu-
tionnl abdieation of legisintive power
to the President. Elght of the justices
united In rendering this decision, Jus-
tice Cardozo alone dissenting, and it
was read by Chief Justice Hughes.
The section declared void authorized
the President to han Interstate ship-
ment of “hot" oll—that 1s, oll pro-
duced In excess of state quoras,

While the opinlon did not deal with
other plases of the recovery act, it
aronsed widespread speculation as to
disposition of other cases, This was
the first major “New Deal” ecase to
come before the court. Some legal au-
thoritles pointed out that applieation
to the act generally of the primeiple
found untenable In this case might
undo much recovery legislation,

The petrolenm code ltself was not
fovolved in the decislon. However,
the decision was belleved to finigh
the work of the federal tender bhoard
estnblished as a regulation Issued un-
der authority of the provision In-
volved.

Emergency legislation by congress
to remedy the situation and fo megt
the ohjection of the court wns re-
ported to be an immediate likelihood."

HE Seventy-fourth congress, elect-
e on the sole issue of support of
the New Deal. hegan Its first session
on the dot and devoted Its first dag
to the organization of -

the two housges anil
the swearing In  of
new members, The

lawmakers assembled
In the Capitol were a
gerloug looklng lot.
and with reason, for
they have on their
hands a big Job, that
of mnking the New
Denl permanent; and
in the doing of It they
must solve some of
the most perplexing
problems that our natlonal legislators
ever have faced. It would seem that
the Democrats will huve no trouble (o
passing any leglislation they wish, for
they have an overpowering majority.

In the speaker's chalr sits Joseph T.
Byrns, chosen unanimously by his fel-
low Democrats. He is too much of a
compromlser to sult many of them, but
s mow tled to the administration,
which declined to oppose his election.
Johr H. Bankhead of Alabhama, ke
Byrns one of the old school. won the
leadership of the house after a brief
struggle. Senator Joseph Robinson of
Arkansas was re-elected majority lead-
er of the senate, and Senator Lewls of
Tlinols continues as whip.

In thelr pre-session caucud the Dem.
ocrats voted to reduce materially the
Republican representation on houss
committees, and decided to abrogate
the 145 rule for discharging a commit-
tee and bringing & bill to vote with-

Speaker
Byrns

| vlolation of the treaty of Washington.

HERE were huge sighs of rellef

in the chancellerles of Rurope
when the success of the conversations
in Rome between Forelgn Minister
Plerre Laval of France
and Premler Musso-
linl was announced In-
formally, For two
days the two states-
men discussed the
points at Issue between
their nations and con-
ditlons In general in
central Europe. Emerg-
ing from the last of
thelr meetings, Laval,
smiling broadly, sald
to a group of French
gnd Itallan war veterans.

“f am glad to tell you that Premler
Aussolinl and 1 are now In complete
aecord.”

Withaut waltlng for an official com-
munigque, those best informed sald
Laval and 1l duce had reached a full
agreement, the principal features of
which are a joint declaration to pre-
gerve the Independence of Austria, &
five or slx power pact of noninterfer-
ence, and provislons for c¢olonlal con-
cesslons In Africa. The pact agreelng
not to Interfere with one another’s in-
ternal affairs presumably will Include
Italy, Czechoslovalkla, Jugoslavia, Aus-
trin, and Hungary; and later Eng-
fand, France and Rumanla may be
asked to adhere to It

This Franco-Itallan rapprochement,
In the opinfon of many high officials, will
go far toward insuring the mainte-
nance of peace In Europe, and in the
may lead Germany to reenter the
League of Natlons.

[HI,ANIIH in the Pacific held nnder

mandate by Japan, and which ghe
says she never will give up though
alie has left the League of Natlons, are
virtually cloged to forelgn visltors, in

Pierre Laval

The permmnent mandates cominis-
slon of the lengue has reported that
sums Jupan nnnounced she speat pure-
Iy for eivil aml commercial purposes
an ports on Lhese i=slands are dispro-
portionate to the velume of commer-
clal actlvity, Further particulars on
the expenditure were agked in the
next Japanese report.

A Tokyo representative In his pre-
vlous report seught to allay “guspl-
clons” expressed in Geneva that Japan
19 bullding fortifications or construct-
Ing naval hases In the Marshall, Caro-
line, Ladrone or Pelew Islunds, granted
her after the World war.

The mandntes commission hag 18-
aued a communique saying “susplclons
are constantly giving rise to comment
in the world press, and one method of
refuting them would be to afford free
and unrestricted access to the Islands
for forelgn travelers and vessels.™

EMOCRATS of Rhode Island sur-
prised themselves and everyon®
else by galning control of both houses
of the state general assembly when &
senate commitiee recounted the hallots
from Portsmonmh and South Kingston
and declared two Democrats had been
elected to the senate Instead of the
two Republicans who had been eertified
as winners hy the state returning
board. The Demaocratic legislators im-
mediately organized the assembly,
aholished the state appointed board of
publle safety and passed a reorganlza-
tion bill ta consolldate more than 80
agencles into 11 state departments.

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT did not

wait for the opening of congress
to start hls fight against Immedinte
payment of the veterans' honus. The
commnader of a Legion post in Texas
wrote him for Information on the mat-
ter and Mr. Roosevelt replied at length,
detailing his reasons for opposing the
payment. He argued that the obliga-
tion I8 not immediately due; that of
8,500,000 certificntes outstanding, 3,088,
500 veterans have horrowed $1.690,000.-
000, or “more than the present worth
of their bonus certificates,” and that
when the veterans borrowed 50 per cent
of the face vnlue of the certificales In
1931 they uesd the funds to discharge
thelr dehts,

This Iast point, according to Natlon-
al Commander Relgrano of the Ameri-
ean leglon, 18 one of the strongest ar-
guments for immediate payment of the
adjusted service certificates.

Speaker Byros admirted that the
eash bonus bill would pass the house
“hecause there is no opposition to It
there,” but he added that If the meas-
ure Is finally enacted the administra-
tion will insist on some additional tax-
ation to meet the estimated $2,000,000,-
000 expenditure. It I8 bhelleved the
genate also will pass the bill, but lead-
ers doubt Its passage by eongress
over the Presidential veto that Is re-
garded as a cerialnty.

WO thousand eight hundred bills
were Introduced and referred to
committees on the first day of the new
congress. Number 1, handed In by

Representative Wright
Texas, provides for the payment of
the adjusted service certificates of vet-
erans immediately In cash through the
jssuance of greenbacks. Patman mnd
gupporters of this plan call it
Infiation.”

Presi-
dent has luld before congress his re-

Washington.—Now that the

P quest for the new
National appropriations, finan-
Debt clal students are

wondering more and
more when thé end of thls government
spending Is to come. It will be re-
membered that Mr. Roosevelt sald a
year ago that the total public debt
should not exceed $31,834.000,000 and
that that figure should be reached
around June 30, 1935. When It Is con-
sidered that the present publie debt
exceeds  $28,500,000,000, It  hecomes
difficult to understand how the Presi-
dent will succeed In sticking to s
orlginal assertion to hold the national
debt at the figure named.

The Treasury department has Just
relensed Its annual report and thls re
venls an Incrense In the public debt of
approximately six billlon dollars since
June 90, 1938, an eighteen months' rec-
oru, It has made the total cost of the
recovery spendlng program aggregate
something over twelve billlon dollars
gince January 1, 1031, when the spend-
ing spree really began. To make the
vast amount more readily compre-
hensible, if you tnke the time to figure
1t out you will find that the govern-
ment has been spending borrowed
money at the rate of almost twenty-
three thousand dellars a minute In the
last four years.. To illustrate further
the magnitude of this sum a figure ex-
pert here has caleulnted that there hos
been ahout one billlon minutes since
the birth of Christ and, therefore, the
federal government In the last four
years has added about twelve dollars
to the public debt for each of the min-
utes since Christ came on earth.

But to get back to the present plan,
presentntion of the budget with Its
maxhmum outlay of around seven hil-
llon dollars recalled to some lenders
the assertion by the President respect-
Ing the topmost limit for the publie
debt. In the budget messuge which he
presented just a year Ago Mr. Roore-
velt boldly stated his bellef that “the
government should seek to hold the
public debt” to the figure of $31,834,-
000,000

sFurthermore,” he added, “the gov-
ernment during the balance of this
enlendar year should plan to bring its
1080 expenditures Including recovery
and relief within the revenues expect-
ed In the fiscal year 1936." The fiscal
year 1936 begins next July 1. And
frequent pronouncements from the
White House have made it clear that
a balanced budget in that time'ls quite
unlikely. In addition, t {reasury
gald fn Its afnual report that taxes
always lagged ‘behind In reflecting re-
covery of the country. For example,
fncome taxes to be pald on March 15,
1938, and In the subsequent Install-
ments of that year will be the result
of levies on earnings of the current
calendar year. No one expects earn-
ings In 1035 to he normal. It Is ob-
vlous. therefore, that the balancing of
the budget In the fiscal year begin-
aing July 1, 1086, becomes almost &
physieal Impossibility unless the Pres-
{dent should do the unexpected by
cutting off every one of the sixty-five
or more recovery and rellef ngencies
and should cut off all federal funds
for rellef of the destitute. It that
were done, It 18 estimated by fiscal ex-
perts that ordinary receipts hy the
treasury would come close to meeting
the ordinary cnst of the regularly es-

tablished governmental agencles.
[ ] . =

There had been frequent contentions
by avid New Dealers that Mr, tonse-
. velt's second budget
President’s recommendations
ViewsChange would provide a clear
_plcture of his gener-

al fiscal policles. If thelr statements
remaln true, they resulted In setting
up one of the most paradoxical condl-
tlons In the history of this nation.
Looking back over the whole Roose-
velt perlod, the thing which observ-
ers have pever been able adequately
to explain is who or what effected the
change In the President’s views on
fundamental financlial questions. It Is
too obvious to precipitate an srgu-
ment that the President's views have
When one goes back to bis

first message 10 Congress or beyond
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off a bitter row in his own party,
offering much money for CODETESS to
spend. :

Among the Presldent's friends, I
have heard private expressions that
Mr. Roosevelt had been misled by some
of the group who held his ear at the
start of the administration. These
men referred to a number of the so-
called Progressive Republicans Hke the
LaFollettes, Norrls, Hiram Johnson of
California, and Bronson Cutting of
New Mexico. Several of these were
so well llked by the President that
they were Invited to enter his cabinet.
Consequently, there are those who be-
lleve that Mr. Roosevelt followed the
advice of the Prugressive Reublican
group much more closely than leaders
among the old-time Democrats. Most
of the Progressive Republicans are
spenders nt henrt, according to the
general view here. And they are also
men -who regard a balanced budget as
not very lmportant. So, while no one
ean say definitely what influences al-
tered the President's stand, It certain-
ly Is regarded among observers here
as belng a situation In which the wind
miukes the straws point toward the so-
called progressives as having joined
hands with the President In Initiating
what has come to he the greatest out-
pouring of taxpayers' money, except In
war -time, since our government Wes

established.

Organization of the new congress
has resulted In a new cry, In reality a
" very old ery, but it I8
“South in  new, since we have
the Saddle” not heard It in fifteen
years, The cry we
are hearing now from Republicans and
from porthern Democrats 18 the wall
that “the South s in the saddle.”
While there certainly ean be nothing
criminal abeut the South belng in the
saddle, tt provides a grand political I8~
sue both within the Democratic ranks
and between the Democratic party and
what Is left of the Republicans in
congress. It also touches n question
that has been discussed many times,
namely, the wisdom of the geniority
rule In congress. The senlority rule pro-
vides that the oldest members In the
point of service ghall Inherit commit-
tee chalrmanships and shall have oth-
er positions of honor In the house and
senate.
Out of the 69 Democratic senators
only 24 come from what I8 known as
the solid South, Of the 817 Democrat-
ic members of the house, only about
100 are thoroughly ~with the
yell of the Confederacy. et In the face
of this tremendous growth of Demo-
cratie membership coming out of the
North and the West, the South is
in the saddle more solidly than ever.
The speakership of the house went
to Representative Byrns of Tennes-
see, who succeeded to the pince made
vacant by the late Henry T. Rainey of
Ilinols, Mr. Byrna had been Demo-
eratic leader and his promotion left &
vacancy to which Representatlve will
Bankhead of Alahama was elected,
thus movlng leadership further to the
South. The only plum, If It be a
plum, that went north of the Mason
and Dixon line was the selection of
Representativd 0'Connor of New York,
as chalrman of the rules committee.
In the senate we see Vice President
@Garner, the presiding officer, a Texan.
The majority leader ls Senmtor Rob-
inson of Arkansas. The powerful com-
mittee on finance is presided over by
Harrison of Mississippl; the senate
committee on banking and currency is
controlled by Fletcher of Florida; and
the committee on ngriculture Is head-
ed by Smith of South Carolina. Oue
could go on And name many others al-
though I belleve the consensus s that
the senlority rule has not worked to
produce as many duds for senate com-
mittee chalrmanships as has occurred
in the house.
. & @
Démocratic leaders In the house have
made certain that they will not be em-

barrassed this year
Checking as they were In .the
Radicals

first New Deal con-
gress. In that ses-
were constantly harassed by
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