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THIS WEEK

Protection Impossible
The Railroad Crossings
Things Are Better
"When Russia Is Rich
Europe seeks some npetwork of
"treaties” to prevent a war, or bind
armies und alr fleets
of each of those
gigning such trea-
ties to protect the
others In case of
attack.

Unfortunately, In
the new war of
the alr, as In secret
gangster war, no
protection 18 pos-
sible.

Where one crim-
Innl has an “auto-
matic” or “subma-
chine gun,"” agree-
ments among law-
ablding citizens can-
not protect them. And while one oa-
tlon can secretly bulld and suddenly
Iaunch alrships with polson gas and ex-
plogive bombs, no clty can consider It-
self safe,

France and England, after ¢laborate
experiments, announce that there s no
possible way of protecting a modern
clty against air attacks, even though
the eclty koew In advance when to ex-
pect them,

The only safeguard |8 fear of re
talistion.

Arthur Brisbane

Deeply grieved by the killing of
many school children at a public ¢ross-
ing, the President plans extensive
ellmination of rallroad grade crossings.
Complete ellmination of such crossings
wonld involve spending hundreds of
millions or billlons. The work would
be undertaken with careful concentra-
tion on the fact that rallronding itself
18 bound to chunge or disappear so far
as transportation of pussengers Is con-
eerned.

Railroads In the future wmust carry

passengers more than one hundred
miles an hour, on light rallroml equip-
ment, able to climb steep grades as
easlly as automoblles do now. Elimi-

nation of grade crossings will take that
Into consideration and Include elim!na-
tion of existing shurp curves at cross-
Ings, that the work way not be done
twice,

I'in & Bradstreet, well Infnrmfdi
usually, say thut a bl business rise
f8 coming.  Their weekly survey In-
forms you that before the eml of this
quarter business progress will have de-
veloped to a degree heyond the most
mingulne estimates offered at the be-
ginning of the year,

How rich will the Ruuala‘ become,
with their energetic development of na-
tlonal resources, all over Russia and
far Into Arcrie reglons?

And what will be the effect on Com-
wunism, bolshevism und the proletariat
when Russia becomes, as she may do,
the richest nation on earth, and those
thut rule her become the world's rich-
est men, perhaps the first multiple bil-
Honalres Is history?

Expeditions sent Into the Arctic have
discovered coal, nickel, zing tin, cop-
per, gold and oll, all inside the Arctie
eircle.

A regular line of freight ships has
been established through the north-
west passage, gigantic Icebreakers go-
ing ahead of the freighters. Already
Russla produces three times as much
gold as the Unlted States. What will
be the psychological effect on Commu-
nism when Russla produces more gold
than any other nation on earth?

Gambling In sllver, made inevitable
by this country pushing up the price,
goes on all over the world; poor old
China I8 buying back at double prices
gilver sold too cheap, and Britain
must wish she had been In less of a
hurry to unload below 30 cents an
ounce the hundreds of millions of
ounces taken from Indla, when Indla,
in a foolish moment, was put on the
gold basis, only to fall off agaln

An old true saying tells you: “There
is some good In all evil," and this ap-
plies even to the deadly venom of the
cobra, or “hooded snake of India."

A full discharge of the cobra’s
poison into the human body means
death, while the scientific use of that
polson supplies a superlor substitute
for morphine In diminishing pain

If you love your British cousins, re-
Neville Chamberlain, chancel-

come taxes will be cut because British
finances show a substantial surplua
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THREE POWERS IN A UNITED
FRONT AGAINST GERMANY;
BOOM FOR McCARL.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD
Q. Western Newspaper Unlon,

IX of Europe's foremost statesmen,

with experts and secretaries, sol-
emnly considered peace plans and se-
curity pactg on [soln Bella, a lovely
litle istand In Lake
Maggiore off Stresa,
Italy. The conference
was momentous, but It
was of an “explora-
tory" nature, and no
definite results were
expected. Prime Mlo-

Ister Ramsay MuacDon-
ald and Forelgn See-
retary Sir John Simon,
representing Grea:
Britaln, were wlling
to carry out that na-
tion's military obliga-
tions under the Locarno treaty but
balked at further commitment in con-
tinental afairs. Anyhow, they had
promised to enter Into no new agree-
ments without the consent of parlla-
ment, which cannor be consulted until
after the Easter holidays. Premler
Flandio and Forelgn Mlolster Laval
of France sought to persuade England
to line up with France and Russia
rather than with Germany, and they
presented as one arguiment & new mu-
tunl  assistance pact they had Just
signed with Russia. Premler Mus-
solinl, solemn and pessimlstle, han-
dled matters for Italy with the help of
Fulvio Suvich, undersecretary of for-
¢lgn affalrs. He had already warned
the world that the issue of war or
peace probably could not be settled at
Siresa,

Of course, the chief question was the
attitude of other natlons toward the
constantly growing Pan-Germunism of
the reich under Hitler, and the first
concrele  problem taken  up  was
France's appeal to the League of Na-
tions against Germany's repudiation of
the milltary clauses of the Versallles
trenty.

Premiers Mussollnl and Mace Donald
persuaded Flandin to moderate the
tone of this protest and not to demand
any speclfic penalty against Germany,
and then all approved the note and in
a resolution slapped Hitler on the wrist
for halting the progress toward arms
Mmitation,

The three premiers also agreed that
thelr natlons should act In concert in
promoting an Eastern Locarno, strength-
enlng the position of Aastria, Hun-
gary and Bulgarla, proceeding with the
pegotiation of "an alr cobvention, op-
posing unilateral repudlation of trea-
ties, and calllng a Danublan confer-
ence In May.

Francve's memorandum as submitted
to the League of Nations council when
It agsembled In Geneva was still a vig-
orously worded document, characterlz-
Ing Hitler's military wmoves as “the
culmination of long and methodical

Premier
Flandin

labors pursued In secret. The ac-
tion, It said, “has dellberately de-
stroyed one of the bases" of Ger-

many’'s collaboration with the league,
“By so dolng It has serlously com-
promised the success of International
negotiations on llmitatlon of arma-
ments pursued under the ausplces of
the League of Natlons and on the
hasls of article VIII of the league
covenant,”" the memorandum continued.

Forelgn Minlster Laval, who pre-
sented the memorandum, recommended
that Germany be “condemned" for her
actlon, and that the league consider
economie penaltles agalnst nations
which, In the future, violate treatiea

Berlin came back at the memoran-
dum with an officlal communique
which said:

“If France belleves [t 1s necessary
to recall the obligations forced on Ger-
many one need only to recall France's
solemn and voluntary obligarons In
the Loearno protocol to take Immed!-
ate steps toward disarmament.

“The statements of the French min-

Isters for years revealed that France
never seriously intended to carry out
the disarmament obligations."”
Actually, the Stresa confereace re-
suited in little more than a demonstra-
tion of the continued solldarity eof the
three great powers participating. This
was In a considerable measure a
triomph for Mussolinl, who had ex-
pected nothing more, but had insisted
on the united front.
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ington between labor leaders and ofM-
clals of the three companies brought
together by Secretary of Labor Per-
kins, The pact provides that the
companies will meet with representa-
tives of any group of employees for
collective bargaining. It also post-
pones strike action pending final court
tests of orders by the national labor
board that Goodyear and Firestone
should hold Immediate electlons for
representation In collective bargaining.

JUST as soon as the President says
the word, the federal buréau of
public rodds and the various state
highway departments are ready to
Jump Into the work of grade crossing
elimination, the bullding of arterial
highways and similar projects. The
work rellef act earmarks $800,000,000
for such undertakings, and the sum
may be increased by the Prealdent to
a bllllon. The roads bureau already
has £100,000,000 of grade croasing ellm-
fnations and other projects contracted
for under authority granted by con-
gress last year, officials revealed, and
these contracts are to be met with
work-rellef money.

Arthur W, Brandt, president of the
Amerlcan Assoclation of State High-
way Officlals, advised a congressional
committee recently that states were
prepared to wipe out 4,058 dangerous
crossings If as much as $4061,881,500
wus made available. He said $277.567,-
K of such projects could be complet-
erd in a year. Brandt reported also
that state officials were ready to begin
construction—or widening and stralght-
ening—of 1,739 trunk line routes
through citles at a cost of $208,782,800.

States wlill not be required to match
the work-relief money set aslde for
highway, street and crossing construc-
tion. After It is mnde avallable by the
President, the fund will be apportioned
among the states,

OHN R. McCARL, the able, eficlent
and Independent comptroller gen-

eral of the United States, has annoyed
the New Dealers on several occasions.
Now he threatens to
block the plans of the
AAA for lifting the re-
gtrictions on spring
whent plasting and at
the same time contin-
uing to pay the farm-
ers for crop reductions
that would not he
called for. Declaring
they wished to avold
shortages due to the
dust storms, the offi-
cials of the AAA sald
the
abandoned reductions in acreage Iif
they would promise to curtall thelr
plantings next year. Mr. McCarl asked
for further Information on this matter
and Indicated he could not approve of
the plan, though AAA men declared he
had not ruled definitely against It
Chester C. Davis, AAA adminlstrator,
might not be content to abide by such
a ruling If It were made, and the ad-
ministration might refuse to accept It.

Mr. McCarl, 8 Republican, holds his
office under a law which specifies that
the comptroller general shall be ap-
pointed to a 106-year term and can be
removed ounly by death or hupeach-
ment. Neverthelegs Attorney General
Cummings, it ls understood, gave it
as his opinion that, like any other
Presidentlal appointee, he could be
removed at the pleasure of the Presl-
dent. He based this opinion oo a rul-
ing of the SBupreme court In the case
of & postmaster who was ousted by
President Coolidge, the court holding
that the President was within his
rights under Article 2 of the Constl-
tution. So It may be the New Desglers
will seek to have Mr. McCarl ousted
before his term expires In 1086, for
it I8 feared by them that he will
hamper the expenditure of the $4,880,-
000,000 work relief appropriation to an
extent that would greatly Irk the Dem-
ocratic party leaders,

It Is Interesting to read that the Ne-
braska Progressive league, made up of
liberal Republicans, Is planning the
organization of “MeCarl for President™
clubs In that state and afterward im
all others. George W. Kline, Its chalr-
man, says he was asked to support
MecCarl for President In 1936 by friends
of Senator George W. Norris. The
comptroller .general I8 a graduate of
the University of Nebraska law school
and for years was Mr. Norris' secre-

McCarl
the farmers would be pald for

J. R.

homa, New Mexico, Kansas and ;
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RESIDENT ROOSEVELT called
Sepator Pat Harrison of Mlississippl
to the White House for a conference
eoncerning the veterans' bonus bl
which already has

rison I8 chalrman of
the senate finance
committee and the ad-
ministration looked to
him to devise a way
to splke the measure
which is so objection-
able to the Presldgnt
In Its present “green-
back” form. Other
majority leaders In
congress also were
busy with the problem, and It was be-
lleved a compromlise had been found
that would solve It. This would be a
btll providing full cash payment by
1038 and, meantime, substitution of In-
terest bearing negotiable bonds for
the adjusted service certificates due In
1945,

Senator Harrison refused to discuss
In detail his conversation with Mr.
Roosevelt but expressed hope and con-
fidence that within the next few weeks
there would be a settlement of the
bonus questien satisfactory to all

Pat Harrison

CCUSING the federal government

In Washington of malntaining a
“dictatorial colonlial policy,” the legls-
lators of Puerto Rlco went on strike,
walking out of the capitel at San
Juan 38 hours before the session
would automatically have ended and
leaving unfinished a lot of Important
legislation. The lawmakers com-
plained especlally of methods of car-
rying on rellef and rehabilltation om
the island,

NNOUNCEMENT was made by the

governmpent that It had uncovered
extensive frauds In the Immigration
and naturalizatlon service from 1928
to 1933, and steps were taken for the
oustlng of & number of employees and
for criminal prosecutlons. It was es-
timated that a ring of bribe takers and
fixers had recelved as much as a mik
lton dollars from persons lllegally em-
tering the country.

N HIS first post-vacation confee-
ence with congressional leaders,
President Roosevelt disregarded their
fears of a prolonged sesslon and In-
sisted on enactment of his legislative

tion deallng with extension of the
NItA, social security, utllitles Imlding,
companies, extension of federal aun-
thority over banking, ship subsidy re-
adjustment and extension of $416,-
000,000 In nulsance taxes

Later the Presldent conferred with
Senator Joe Robinson, who suld both
of them felt that very satisfactory
progress Is being made. To the cor-
respondent Mr. Roosevelt sald he hoped
to huve the work rellef progrum at
its peak by the middle of November,
at which time 8,500,000 unemployed
should 'be at work under-its terma
He Indicated this program would be
carried out as far as possible by ex-
isting governmental agencles. He wil!
seek to avold moving workers from
one area to another, and will take
care of as many “white collur” work-
ers as possible,

The soclal securlty blll fAoally was
produced on the tloor of the house of
representatives.  There were several
bloca against It In its form as re
ported. These Included representa-
tivea who want higher unemployment
and old age payments; members from
the poorer states, who want the fed-
eral government to bear the entire cost
of the program, with the states re-
lleved of any contribution, and the
conservatives, who are opposed to the
“government golng Into the insurance
business™ and exacting a pay roll tax
during the depression,

IR OSWALD MOSLEY, chlef of the
Britlsh Fasclsts, has committed his
organizailon to a policy of anti-semit-
ism fully as severe as that of the Hit-
ler Nazis. At a rlot- ’
ous meeting of his §
Black Shirts in Lelces-
ter, Mosley sald: "For
the first time I openly
and puobllicly chal-
lenge Jewish Interests
in this country. Com-
mandlng commerce,
commanding the press,
commanding the cin-
ema, dominating the
city of London, they

8ir Oswald

are killing Industry
with thelr sweat-  Mosley
shops. These great Interests are

not Intimidating and will pot Intim-
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National Press Bullding

Washington.—The true purpose of
the Investlgation by the senate munl-
. tions committee ap-
Light on  pears to have come
Ny. 'nwfr’ to light. It Is seek-
ing the honor of
drafting legislation which will give it
a historlcal standing as the group of
men who first moved to remove the
incentive of profit as provocative of
war. In presenting Its proposal to this
end, however, the committee Is regard-
ed as having “'started something” which
it 1s unlikely can be finished by the
group of Individual senators making
up that committee.

When the Investigating resolution
was adopted by the sepate, lts spon-
sors made much fuss about conditions
In the munitions industry. There were
many speeches made by Senator Nye
(Rep., N. D.) concerning the wicked-
ness of munitions manufacturers, and
In the course of those speeches, which
were made In a score of different com-
munities, Senator Nye announced con-
cluslions which apparently have not
been supported by evidence adduced
by the committee Investigators. Fur-
ther, the senator announced plans to
disclose alleged corruption among the
munitions manufactorers and stated
definitely that the purpose of the In-
quiry was to provide the basis for laws
which would control them.

Now, after seven months, we look
back on the committee's record and
find that It has played a game of
hop-skip-and-jump from one subject to
another and, T belleve, the consensus
Is that little of real value either to
the senate or as public Information
has been developed.

Since there was the minimum of pub-
Heity resulting from the inquiry Into
munitions plants, shipbuilding yards
and the alreraft Industry, the commit-
tee has taken another tack. Selzing
upon President Roosevelt's phrase thut
profits must be taken out of wur, Sen-
ator Nye and his colleagues turned
thelr so-called “experts” loose on the
track of those |llusive profits, The re-
sult 18 n plece of proposed legislation
that goes beyond anything ever offered
before In the way of tax legislation.
Of course, It Is entirely Hkely that
nothing at all will come of the Nye
bill Insofar as improvement of our tax-
ation methods s concerned. But its
radlcal and altogether unworkable
character I8 looked upon as necessl-
tating a frank examination of Its pro-
vislons,

Bécause the committee started out to
investigate the munitions industry and
notwithstanding the fact that since It
has wandered sll over the surface of
the earth with Its Inquiry there I8 a
widespread bhelief that its tax bill will
apply only to the munitions industry
doring war time. Such is not the case,
It goes far beyond the munitions In-
dustry and, Indeed, It affects every
corporation and every Individual with
an Income of 10000 or more,

- - .

Probably the Flynn-Nye tax proposal
won't get anywhere at ull. Certalnly

it will not be enncted

Flynn-Nye n this session of con-

Tax Bill gress. Nevertheless,
when a senute com-
mittee seriously Introduces a blll that
would limit Income of a corporation
to 8 per cent of Iits peace-time capl-
talization—the government would take
the rest by taxation—it ls regarded by
many as time to call a halt. It ought
to be added here that obviously the
country ls faced with the highest taxes
it has ever known In consequence eof
the tremendous spending that has been
going on during the last two years and
which Is to be continved. Those taxes
are due to come along within another
Year or two.

I referred above to the 3 per cent
limit ob Incomes of corporations. This
is brought mbout through & tax of 50
per cent on the first 6 per cent of
earnings of every corporation. Above
the 6 per cent earnings, It is proposed
in the Flyon-Nye bill to take 100 per
cent of the total.

ferred to as a “joker.” It represents
the first attempt by congress, rather

how-
to get legislative bodies to enact
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or reserves In tax-exempt bonds. The
bill proposes first to limit the amounti
of Income which that cerporation may)
recelve and to tax half of the re-
mainder. The result ls that Income
from tax-exempt securities would be
mingled with other forms of Income
and the government would dip its hand
into the total and take - whatever
amount the law prescribed.

Another provision of the blll would
result In government confiscation In
wartime of every dollar of Income that
any officlal of apy corporation, com-
pany or partnership recelved In excess
of §10,000 per year., It Is to be re-
membered here that the ubove-men-
tioned $10,000 would not be tax-ex-

would have to pay the government
$2,800 In taxes on the $10,000 income.

recelving salaries of this size serves
in an official capacity with some com-
mercial unit, the tax provision actually
reaches nearly all of the Individual in-
come t&X payers.

Certainly, the drastic rates affect all
persons recelving any Income of con-
sequence because there is a sharp re-
duetion in the personal exemption pre-
scribed and the tax rates themselves
are boosted higher than a kite, For
Instance, a warried man with an In-
come of $3,000 a year would have to
pay & minimum of $300 to the govern-
ment Immediately war was declared,

L] L ] L]

The lethargy that continues among
national Republican leaders Is begin-
ning to grow irksome
upon minnr wheel-
horses and individual
Republicans of lesser
consequence in natlonal affairs, Word
Is coming through to Washington from
varlous sectlong of the country indl-
cating conslderable dissatisfaction with
the management of Republlican party
affalrs by the present regime, headed
by Henry P'. Fletcher, national chalr-
man. There |8 llkewlse a growlng vol-
ume of eriticism of the work of Sena-
tor Hastings of Delaware, and Repre-
sentative Bolton of Ohlo, joint chalr-
men of the Republliean-senatorial-con-
pressional commlittee. Superficially, at
least, It appears that the Republican
pot la about to boll over.

I don't belleve anybody can forecast
at this time what the result Is golng
to bhe. It should be sald In favor of
Mr. Fletcher and Co-Chairmen Hast-
ings and Bolton that they are In &
tough spot. They are eriticized If they
do and criticlzed if they don't. Yet the
fact remnilns and I think It I8 recog-
nized everywhere that none of these
three has tnken a positive position nor
has he Inltinted any constructive effort
In hehnlf of his party's political fu-
ture,

From among Hepubllcans who yet
remnin In congress, 1 have picked up
much private discussion indicating
fear on their part that the IRRepublican
party mansgement is faced with an
upheaval equivalent to the Roosevelt
New Deal among the Democrats unless
the party leaders awaken from thelr
unperturbed sleep. The point made
most  frequently Is that President
Roosevelt actunlly hag Inaugurated his
campaign for re-election, and the Re-
publicans are dolng absolutely noth-
Ing about It. It Is well to recall that
Postmaster General Farley s planning
to retire—Just when nobody knows—
to devote his attentlon to his other
job which (s chalrman of the Demo-
cratlc national committee. This Infor-
mation can be construed In only one
way now that Mr, Fletcher is getting
ready to take hls seat agaln at the
helm of the campalgn machine, Some
of the smarter Republicans lnsist that
this should be notice to the gulding
lights of their own party to hegin con-
struction of political trenches.

Something may come of the Repub-
llcan sectional meetings now belng
planned. It is just possible that out
of these group discusslons may be
evolved some national program, or the
makings of a national policy. It Is

Criticize
Leaders

wise

Senator Vandemberg has been men-

thus early, he is likely to be

the running when the conven-
comes because in polities It
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In other words, since nearly every one
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