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For a little more than five years
now a powerful movement has been
sweapjng through the hills and coves
of Western North Carolina.

‘The movement is yural communi-
%ty organization and development,

To find out just how the commu-
nity organization program. works,
the VOICE visited the community of
Beech Glen in neighboring Madison
County.

Beech Glen is (inhabited by léss
than 70 families. It is a typieal
Wesatern North Carblina mountain
community. A majority of the peo-
ple make their living by farming.
~Tobacco is the chief erop.

_; +In 1962 the citizens of Beech Glen
decided to enter competition in the
Western North Carolina” Rural Com-
munity Development Program which
_is sponsored by the- Asheville Agri-
‘cultural Development. Council, Ine.

Things have  peen pleking up
around Beech Glen' ever sines just as
they have in every commupity which
has entered the program. In 1954,
104 communities in 13- “mountain

counties and the Cherokee Indian
Reservation pook’, part,

., Purpose .of ‘the’ dcvelment pro-
gram is to stimulate.better farm and
' home practices and improvéd family

living, ~Results a
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¢d. Farming operatidns hq.vt bean

modernized to an . almost m-lw

sble extent bringipg increaded &
and livestock yields, | Imm’vemenﬂ

t3 schools, churches and  in public room

health have been realized.

The development is the outgrowth| il

of the Asheville Agrieultural .Devel-

opment Council which waa formed inf;

1949 by Asheville businesspnen  and
industries interested in tha develop-
ment of rural areas. They contri-

bute approximately $165,000 per year)
From the begin-|

for its operation.
ning American Enka Corporation has
been a substantial contributor, W.

F. P, Coxe, Enka's Ditector of Pur~| -

chases, iz first vice preuldant of the
council.

* Morris L. McGough, the tuergut.ic
executive vice president, and a sec-
retary, are the only paid, full-time
employees of the Counecil.
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Early in December of each year, |

the 10 communities which have shown

the greatest improvements in . farm

end farm home living and in ‘theix
community in general, receive- prizes

ranging from $100 to $500 emclh at|

the Community Awards. Meeting in
Agheville,
were awarded.

Beech Glen community has won its|™
The community| s

share of* awards.
placed second in the contest in 1958

and 1968 and ranked mnt “" ”l’ .,
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community which has less than T0
families.

These are shining examples of the
spirit of the community of Beech
Glen and the regard its citizens
have for their neighbors. .

At the end of 1052, Beech Glen
counted up its improvements to see
what had been accomplished. The
results included 15 houses painted,
eight houses remodeled, nine fami-
lies seeded lawns, over 20 thousand
quarts of food had been canned, 12
families installed running water in
their homes, 150 acres of Ladino clo-
ver had been planted, 91 acres of
idle land had been returned to culti-
vation and six tractors had been pur-
chased,

By 1064, 58 families had made
.| long-range farm plans, new egg
flocks were increased in number from
678 to 2211, between 1953 and 1954,
nine farmers seeded hybrid corn for
the first time. On and on the list
goes. More diversification of crops
and livestock has been a result. The
community is a more attractive one,
homes are better, living standards
‘have improved, and the people of
Beech Glen say they have just
scratched the surface.

All hawe learned that the many
working ‘together succeed far more
than the individusl working algne.

| Community lesdership has been de-
¢} veloped. Various organizdtions have

| Beoom®  more detive within the com-
! hunttr. The churches are outstand-

| ing in this respect,

¥ ﬁm‘p wu l d-m in a
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{Iy in the
Y was withoug wafficient financial

Pmeans. Within ‘leds. than 24 hours
Improvements, both extenor, and| gfter the death almest $300 was. con-
lwnhea ‘have been peinted or ramodel- interior, were made to the church and | tributed. to aid: the hmﬂy in this

The use. of od-

fachnical services has

*"'The people of these communit

are proud of their accomplishments *

and face thé future with éonfidence,

" They have done an excellent job .
. . « through the helping hand of the
Western North Carolina Rural Com-
fupnity Development Program.

astic supporter
Beech Glen.
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peaple, the Beech Glen School lunch-
room was' equipped with modern ap-
pliances. Principal Huey Ray dis-
plays the new freezer.
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Beech Glen residents are ‘proud of
the project to better the appearance
of their church. Floors were re-
finished and the interior was paint-
ed. A painting by a well-known gr-
Jtist was acquired. A new furnsce
was purchased and rest rooms were

mtm‘q p ;)mgram in 1962, 58 farm fami-
jes have made ]D!ll‘-m arm plalu 'th eall for greater dwomfn.atlon
of crops so s to inerease theif in i

ars. Sinee ﬂm mmmuai

M fn.mlly ln t‘he mmn(nlv list
imprpvements made. and. thoge J
hed on a family scoré sheéet
are used us a basis for com
the* total of community’ i
mepts,  Herbert Metealf” . Is

orking ob his atore sheet.




