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A CHURCH WITH CONCERN

MEMORY SELECTION: “Re-
menther the werds of the Lord Je-
s, hone hyoswad, It ot more blessed
for greie theen too peev e —Aets 20:35

LENSON THEXT Lets 11 c10-29.
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Antioch  was severn! centuries old
and followdd Tome and Alexandria
in importanee to the world of it

day. Its main strect, which ran for
five miles, was paved with marble
and lined with a double eplonnade.
To Antioch came the {rade-ladencd
caravans from Persia and India. Yet,
with its luxury, it was known also
for its wickédness and corruption;
st much so, that the Roman Juvenal
—to signify the degradation of Rome
—said that the “Syrian Orontes has
flowed into the Tiber.”

The Christians who fled from Je-
rusalem to Antioch first preached
the doctrine of the new faith to Jews
only. Then they took a forward
step and began preaching to the
Greeks who lived in Antioch.

The church at Antioch became
widely known and attracted many
visitors. To it came some Christians
from Jerusalem, who were Jews.
In the church at Antioch, t visit-
ors found both Jews s ha
nesitalbly, the question arose, how

pe the laws of Mosés and the
‘of the Jews obligatory upon
new Gentile converts.
The Jewish Christians from Jeru-
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were holding on to those vlden formy
along with the new faith in Jesus,
.and their recent acceptance of his
teachings had not altered their anci-
ent religious traditions and preju-
dices.

This issue provoked considerable
discussion in the church at Antioch,
where its determination was very im-
portant. As was to be expected,
Paul and Barnabas, who had recent-
ly returned from their great mis-
sionary tour to the cities in Galatia,
opposed the doctrines of the Jewish
Christians from Jerusalem, contend-
ing that these ritualistic observances
of the Jews were not essential to the
Lientile Chyristians, who had aceep-
ieel Christ and believed in him.

Yo, these two missionary leaders
were sent w Jerusalem, in order that
the problem  could be considered
there amd some final deecision be
agrecd  upon.  Pauwl and Barnabas
received  considerable  attention as
they journeyed to the city and, when
they arvived there, they testified as
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salem naturally and quite humanly,

to the great  blessings  which  hal
bed upon their work. There were
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thut the testimony of the Holy Spir-
it had been given to these Gentiles.

The finul word  was  glven by
Junmes, who appears to have been
the head of the church and was the
brother of Jesus, and it was reduced
to writing. Judas and Silas were
sent back to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas in order that the interest
of the Jerusalem Christians might be
munifested in the church at Antioch
und that the message might be duly
authenticated.

Word came to the church at An-
tioch of the suffering of the Chris-
tiuns at Jerusalem during a period
of famine. The news so aroused the
sympathy of the Antioch church
that they collected funds for the re-
lief of their brethren. Of the gen-
erogity of these early believers, Dr.

erality thrives in an atmiosphere of
evangelism . The heant that is warm
with the grace of God is generous
toward every human need. Money
flows freely-from Christians in a
state of revival, The financial prob-
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CPL. J. C. CALDWELL

Camp Lejeune, N. C.

. Caldwell of R-1,
Springs, recnlisted

April 10 at Camp Lejeune.
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of providing
fire for sick lnd.dinbled
“who 'are patients in VA
ging in the most concerted
'm protection” program in the
history of the agency, the VA in re-
cent: years has equipped or iz now
squipping hundreds of buildings in
its older hospital plants with such
protective . featires as automatic
sprinkler systems, stairwell enclos-
ures, fire escapes, fire doors, amoke
barriers, and fire alarm systems. -
By the end of the current fiscal
yvear (June 30, 1056), VA said it
will have completed construction on
15 or more major protection pro-
jects, with an estimated construe-
tion cost of nearly $2,000,000.
Construction is underway on an-

other 53 projects estimated o cost

a little more than $4,000,000,
The eopstruction costs involved in

these  projeets  eXeeed  the  total
wmounts cspended oy tHis type of
“pationt protection™ inoall the pr
mbinge wenrs sinee the establishment
Cthe VAL The VA program of au-
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World WWur 1L In addition to in-
creasing e bhed capacity in the VA
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modern [ire-resistive hospitals has
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‘ North Carolinians are warned to
‘éxpect a preater influx of tourists
han ever before in the Greai Smo-
kies this summer, for the current
(June) issue of Holiday Magazine
tells the nation how four wonderful
vacation days can be spent in the
Smokies for only $560.

Calling the Smokies “Americak
most popular national park,” the
magazine maps out a comprehensive
"Thrift Tour” of the mountains, in-
cluding ail famous Smokey land-
marks and tourist attractions in
both North.Carolina and Tennessee,
and vo=ting only $50 for transporta-
Lion, fowd, gnd sight-seeing fees, Ho-
lel ecosts are exeluded, but the mag-
e ne points out that, along with

vasnnt ol inexpensive  lodglngs

tvatabiv an the Smokies, there are
Hny sopervisl o campsites where
e it |ni.:_',l|t;_' 15 free.

George MacMilan, author of the
HEd i e, supgrests Thoee pen
dojunbets o the tour-dny tour,
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