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Office Space Controversy Rocks County Courthouse

By CONNIE BLACKWELIL,
Asheville Citizen Staff Writer

A controversy between the
new Madison County Board of
Comunissioners and Superior
Court Sohecitor Clyde M
Roberts over office space for
Hoberts came to a head here
Monday

Roberts, who was solicitor
for Madison and Buncombe
counties until the new district
court system went into effect,
and 15 now sohieitor  for
Madison, Yancey, Mitchell
Avery and Watauga counties
has had an office in the
Huncombe County courthouse

and maintained a  privat
office in Marshall

Shortly before the
Republican  board of  com

missioners  (defeated iy
November i left office on De
¢, the board pave Roberts as
un office the room in the

courthouse used for the past 10
I\l'.”"; for driver’s [ll'!'ll"%l'
examinalions two days a
week, for soctal security and
unemployment  commission
wurk and for the
meetings of  the  board  of
Cormumissioners

The new Democratic board,
according to Charrman Dr. R
Hroce Sams of Mars Hill, had
o hold s December amd
Fanuary meetings in the office
iof Huobert Fdwards,
supermtendent of Madison

space,

1'UL“|[_\- schouls

And, Sams sad, no driver
lirense examinatiuns have
been  given since e
because State Highway Patrol
Fxammer DG MeClure sand
the rooin Roberts s now sy
I5 the only one in the cowr
thouse with efough e i
which to pive eve tests

s sind a0 stiternen)
late Monday that he | the other
two board members, W K
Muore of Spring Creck anid
Favin Adaunys of

Faurel, and

County Auditor Fanery
Meteall, who
vourthouse  custidian lraawa

trwdd persistently lor the pist

SEOTVES i

twi weeks Lo negotiate watl
Roberts andd offered oo
vither of two other oftives
the courthouse or s o ol
twor prawvale ottiwes: sore TN

fert Jewany Froom Ui LOkr

thons

i anl Hohwerts ha
dechmed wmld relused 1
(MR raate il Ferad by il

Vo doew Thaet T wianlel Gakee 1hy

Commissioners Lock Solicitor’s (Mfice

Iy CONNIE BLAUKWELI
Citizen Stafl Writer

Clvde M. Roberts, 24th
Judieial Disteret saheitor who
Tound tus offiee in the Madison

County Airpert Plans

Are Discuss

Ihe Madison County Board
of Comnussioners apreed
Monday Lo invite mayors, or
thewr representatives, of Mars
Hill,  Hot Springs  and
Weaverville o the February
comimssioners’  meeling  to
discuss an mrport for  the
county

Dr. Bruce Sams, former
mayor of Mars Hill and
cvhairman of the board, said he
was in favor of an awrport “f
we can get the funds' hut
suggested that other towns in
the county, and Weaverville in
Buncoembe County, be invited
to discuss the possibility

Wilham Heeves of
Weaverville, county attorney,
told the board that there were
no uncomnuited funds in the
present budget and that all
that could be done now on
construction of an airport s
“to weigh the sentiment."

He said, however, that
preliminary studies and
discussions should be made so
that the board would know
what was feasible and
desirable before June and
time to plan next vear's
budget

The airport would primarily
benefit the towns and
developments along the U §
19-23 artery. It would not be in
competition with Asheville
Alrport, according to Zeno
Ponder, area farmer and
businessman, who spoke in
favor of the airport, but would
be used as “a supplement to
Asheville and would be a big
step in the development of
Madison and North Bun-
combe,"” he said

Miss Sally Ann Webster of
the Asheville office of the N. C.
Department of Local Affairs
presented information on
preliminary plans to the
current board.

ed Here

he deépartment had &
contract which expires March
| with the old county board to
aid o planming i several
arvas, such as the airport,
housing and @ samtary land
ful}

Ihe gieport was discussed tn
December at a meeung n
Mars Hill and was referred Lo
the vounly CoOmMMmMISSioners
because the first step would
be hiring a consultant to study
sites and the county, or a local
group, must pay the con
sultant’s fee

Miss Webster told the board
that the fee was reium
burseable, if the airport 1
eventually built If not, the fee
will have to be paid in full by
the local group, she sad

She said about 75 per cent of
the total construction cost,
which could run from about
$260,000 on up, was available
from the Federal Aeronautics
Admunistration, the state, and
other federal sources ldeally,
she said, the county might be
able to gel 90 per cent help,
but ‘“realistically you can
expect 75 per cenl.”

The department's planning
15 for a “basic utility” in-
stallation that will ac-
commodate about % per cent
of all propeller aircraft under
12,500 pounds and will include
a one-mile runway (about
4,000 feet to begin with), paved
runways, clear approaches
an apron, a taxiway from the
apron to the runway, and
entrance roads. Turnarounds
al each end of the runway
would be optional at first as
would runway lights, she sald

The consultant, whose fee
would be between $5,000 and

$6,000, would select a site to be
approved by the board ol
COMMissioners.

County  Courthouse  her
padlocked Tuesday e
sad courts in the five counties
i s distenet —are ponnge Lo e
beppzed down

Hesand late Tuesday that ol
s [iles and  confidenta
praterial  Tor disteier  and
courts i Machsan
Mitchell, Avery and
Witiauga were n the offie
whoch wis fockert o NMigpidn
mehl by the county board of
GITTTIESSIONeTS

Finery  Metealf, county

auditor  who  also  acls o

U R

Yaneey

courthouse custodian sad late
l'uesday that all [urnituwre in
Hoberts' office and all s
[iles evervilmng but 1he
WEEDINES had been placed
iy the board of elections of
fiee Metcall sind the key 1o

the elections office was

fered to Roberts Tuesday, Tt

that he refused to take ot
Hoberts satd he was not sur

At this tume what his cowrse of

attion woulld be, but that he

wanted

he didd not know where hi
things were

A Hepublican, he has been
involved in a controversy over
the twa-room office space with
the newlyv-elected Democratic
Board of County
tssioners  sinve  the board
took aver in December

The office was assigned
hun by the previous board
which was Republican The
outgoing board alse paid for
the furniture for the office in
advance

Lom

Both Hoberts and the
current board charge
“politics’’ 15 behind the other

party's attitude
Roberts said Tuesday that
“this is just some more petty

politics. They're just not
satisfied with winning
everything.'" Formerly

everything la

proceed legally HGe sud

ol Mars

HE chimensan of the presont
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i the fudl
Hubsierrts sand b ovegud oo letter
tron Berpt M Mantague
director ol the sdm
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et Mooy He sl
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[T letter, howeser, did st
say  that an oothiee o the
CoLr st mandatory Lot
that o was highly desirable, he
said

Roberts saud he read the
letter o the board Monday
and repeated that he had been
paven the raoms i pood faih
by the preceding board™ and
wanted o keep them He sand
the present comimissioners

Just want lo push m
around down there

He sad the alternate offices
tal one of four locations ac
cording to Dr_ Sams | were nol
appropriate for an office
housing records for five
counttes. And he charged that
the rooms he was occupying
had not been used as much or
for the purposes the com-

McClure To Resume License

Exams Here Next Wed.

Announcemenl has been
made that D. G McClure, auto
license examniner, will resume
his schedule on next Wed-
nesday in the Madison County
courthouse. Mr. McClure 1s 1n
Marshall every Wednesday

and Thursday

For the past several weeks
he has been in the Mars Hill
City Hall fulltime He will
continue his schedule in Mars
Hill as in the past.
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Farmners with R RTIL:
Dvestock who suffered o feed
bortagete due to the droupe bt
Applicvialion  and

peure approval o purchase
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CUC owned corn al a discount
e Lo feed therr hivestock (f
they meet all the eligiinliny
requirements, Robinson sand
Flpubility
clude the Hling of a financual

requirements in

stinternent o which the ap

plicant sty his assels and
habtilities Other reguirements
that must be mel are (11 he
loes not have sufficient feed
including hay or pasture) for
his livestock for Lhe
authorized period 21 a
serious loss of his crops (in
cluding his available hay or
pasture | must have been
suffered by him because of the
emergency; 13) feed pur-
chases (including forage)
larger than usual are
necessary because of the
emergency, and (4) it would
be an undue financial hard-
ship for him lo obtain suf-
ficient feed through normal
trade channels. In explaining
this, Robinson stated that
undue financial hardship is
deemed to exist only when the
applicant’s financial
resowces preclude his ob-
lgining reguired feed from
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Hours Changped:
Open Sat. .M,

Following thewr meeting on
Monday. the Board of County
Lamnpussioners iiﬂnUU“l't‘ll
new office hours for the
Madison County courthouse,

Begmnning Tuesday of this
week the courthouse offices
will be open from 8:30 a.m. Lo
{ 30 pm. Monday through
Friday and from B8:30 a.m. to
12 o'clock noon on Saturday,

The commissioners stated
that the reason for the change
in office hours i1s due to the
fact that the courthouse,
which had previously been
closed all day on Saturday,
will now be open until noon on
that day.
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