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County Tax Rate Set At $2.00; Budget Explained

The 1972-73 fiscal vear budpet
vshimate was adopted by the
Hoard of  Commissioners  at
their regular Juby meeting on
July 3 The commissioners set
the tax rate for the sear at §2
per $100 valuation

\ spekesman for the Board
valled attenlion to
factors which necessitated the
Ik inerease. Among the factors

several

which were bevond the control
of the Commssioners  were
increases in Social Services of
approximately  $20.000, n
creases in the Health Depart
mment of $5,000 and a $17,000
inerease in Awd to Dependents
and Disabled  Also noted was

the  Revaluation of  Property
program which 15 reaured by
state law to be conducted each 7
vears This program called for
annerease of $40.000 10 current
appropriations. There was also
a $35,000 invrease in ths School
Capital Outlay Fund to be
furded by taxes, to provide for
Necessary repars, X
penditures, and additions to the
varous schools of the counly

The commissioners noted that
in accordance with their
promises and campaign
pledges, they were meeung the
£57.000 Reouirement for the
Debt Hetirement Fund an

Nnew
Schoal

with
Connty

vonnection
Aadison High
fromey the 1o siles tax

AMtenbon was called to the

that
valwation

Lot seviral  losses  n
added  to the
reauirenents that necessitated

L anerease These were that the

abolition of the $2 poll tax which
vost the county approximiltely
000 Gind the exemplions
pranted by the lepiskature (o

Phone Rate Hike Is
Rapped At Hearings

More public witnesses  ox
pressed upposition
proposed rate increase
Westeo and Western Uarolina

Lompanies

o &

by
I'vlephane e
\sheville hearmmgs by the State
Ltilities ¢
Friday
hir comupussion has set July
11 a5 the date for the review of
carmpany testirmony in Raleigh
A Murphy businessman
testified Friday that while he

onumssion concluded

must show a profit o stay
hustness,  “a uatlity can be
inefficient, and with & rate

increase stll stay in business ’

John Rogacz. a vice president
of  Chfton Precision Coo of
Miurphy, said s company's
annual telephone bill 1s §30,000
and that the service has been
VErY poor

v Weaverville
that the

resident

contended reguested

mierease s steep, saving that on
A une-party line he would pay
$12.85 anstead of $7 65 as at
present, while a business line
wonhl advance from $15 50 1o
£210 60 per month

Problems i Marshall are
Ireauent Richard Wilde
testified, in calling in and out of
the town Wilde, president of the
Mirshall Merchantsy
Association, said the hike would
high for the service

I oo

provided

Wilde said he was speaking
not only for the Marshall area
but for the entire county and he
vmphastzed that the reauested

rate “increase—aboul 700 per
cent-  was extreme” and
nnfar

Among the chief comlamts

[reauently voiced in our Llown

Shadowline Announces

Plans For M. H. Plant

Shadowline, Inc, today an-
nounced the purchase of a8 M4-
acre tract at Mars Hill as the
site of a new plant

Sherrod Salsbury, prestdent
of the nationally known lingerie
manufacturing company said
the architectural firm of Six
Assocates, Inc, of Asheville
has been retained to begin
immediately plans for a modern
plant designed to hold some 200
SeWINg operalors

In the meanttme, Salsbury
sald, training operations will
be started at ance, without
walting for the complebon of
the building Some sewing will
begin the week of July 10in the
comununity building at Mars
Hill, which will serve as &
tratning center until the plant
can be completed

The products of the new
Madison County plant will be
basically the same as those
made in the present plants at
Morganton, Boone and Fallston

The 34-acre site, known as the
D W. Ramsey property and
purchased from Mrs. Octavia
Ramsey, is on the northern
oulskirts of Mars Hill on N C
2313 A one-story bullding to be
erected there will contain ap-
proximately 20,000 souare feel,
the exact dimesions being
contingent upon detailed plans
from the architect for a facility

to accommodate 200

operators

Actual start of construction
will depend upon completion of
plans and specifications for
wwarding a contract, and
Salsbury declined to predict an
exacl limetable

sewing

Koy positions in the new Mars
Hill plant will be filled by
employees from the Shadowline
trpanization. Plant manager
will be Girant Jones who has
been plant engineer at Boone

He joined the company two
vOars ago
Plant mechame will be Jimn

Crders of Glen Alpine, who has
been  mechanmie at  the
Murganton plant for five years

Mrs. Glorta Norris  has
bieen picked for the popsition of
farelady currently holds
the position of section girl at the
Boone planl and has had teb
VEars experience

All three will move to Mars

She

Hill to take up their new duties
Before deciding on a new
plant i Madisen Counly,

Shadowline conducted a survey
of Mars Hill area to determine
the availabihity  of labor,
Salsbury said  Surveys of the
sile have just been completed
including topographical studies
anid soil borings

search for a general
Lthe

In a
location for & new plant,

company was assisted in an
mtroduction to the area by Dr
Fred Bentley, president of Mars
Hill College

Jones, who will be plant
manager, Is currently residing
al 17089 Fast King Streel, Boone,
His family consists of his wife,

Mickey, their one-year old son,
Kevin, and Jones' 15vyear old
brother, Handy

Urders now resides al Glen
Alpine and will be moving lo
Mars Hill with his wife, Elaine

Mrs Mornis, the forelady for
the new operation, has been
residing atl Houte 3, Boone, with
her three children—Pam, age
14 Jeffery, 11, and Teresa, 7

el include  Infficulty
i petting operator, noise on the
I, busy signals when phones
not o ouse, histings of so-
vitlled “tollfree” customers all
printed together in thirectories,
preople in Hot Springs and Mars
Il having to call “long
distanee”™ {o the county Seat
- Marshall, delay n
securimg phones, wastefullpess

vounty

ol materials, and other com:.
jrlants
I don’t see how the Utilities

§ OMUTISSION can approve such
un nerease under the present

vircumstances Mr Wilde
vonclonded

Joe Green, of Houte 2,
Marshall, also spoke in op-
position to the rate increase

pointung out many deficiencies
in the current telephone service
in thas area

vertinn viizens over B who
were able | ST T | I he
remrements  resulted o an

lesist S100,000,00 bemng ooy il
trom the tax base Ino e past,
~tock  of Merchandew  and

fixtures had been valued and
Laxed at 60 per centof the listed
vilue  but under the new
nrachinery act ttis now Listied at
15 per cent a5 15 the real vstate
s removed  apprioumately
$1,000,000 from the Lix buse

The Unimirmissiotivrs
nianimous in their opiion that
with  the completion of  the
revaluation program, plus the
newly discovered property
whtch had not previously been

were

listed, together with the new
mdustrial and home bnlding
thit the next veirs tax base
wonld be large enough to enable
the rate to e brogght back to
the 197172 level without
reducing services

Atention 18 nobed that  Lax
pavers should not compare the
£ rate to be in etfect with the
apparenly lesser rates an ad-
joiming counties without trading
into consideration the fact that
the Madison  County
applied to only 45 per cent of
valuation whereas other

rale is

in

counties the percentage 15 much
Lirger

SHOWN ABOVE IS the new Citizens Bank Drive-In
Office which will open this Saturday at Mars Hill.
The convenient structure is located at the corner of

Cherry and

Community Medical

Anderson Streets across from
Center.

the
More details are

published in an advertisement elsewhere in this

issue

$216,000 Loan Approved

For Water Improvement

Hep Hoy A Taylor an
Wednesday that the
Farmer's Home Administration
has approved & $216,000 loan to
the town of Marshall for um-
provements its walter and
sewer syslem

Rep. TaylJor said
plans include construction of a
new sewage eatment plant,

§
noeneeda

o

project

——
-

three it stations and additional

lines to expand service to 19
additional users

Walter system improvements
will include approximately
17.000 feet of distribution line, a

new water treatment plant and

renos of the existing
reser

v total of 35 rural families
and businesses in Marshall,

including a new high school and

nilustrial are

tiv  Lthe

park,

waler-sewer

nearby

s rvIcel

Sy sienL

Hepayable in 40 years at b per

ent anterest, the loan is
financed under the Rural
Community Facilities Program
i the Farmer's Home Ad-
mimstration, a Department of
Apricieiture rural credit ser-

Wi

the Comnmssioners: wish to
v the people of Madison
Visinty  that every possible

the
budpel without
lessening the services that are

was effected
making of the

CUUNGInY

renired v Jaw
I the cilizens
veaditiate will b

Pl budgel

presented for

and expected uloption ut thre regular August

imeeting of the Board of Com-
Hussioners

County’s First Wagon

Train Is Huge Success

By JIM STORY

Cowboy hats, boots, pistols,
holsters, thick beards, plain and
colorful shirts,
breeches, jaws full of tobacco,
strong, beautiful horses, unioue
covered wagons, tight-fitting
saddles, insect sprays, easing
aintment, clippydelop sounds,
happy but tred youngslers,
brave and loyal females, robust
males, interested spectalors,
open fire cooking, sunshine,
rain , dry clothing and bedding,

wel clothing ad  bedding,
camplires, barking ol dogs,
loud snoring by a few, little

sleep enjoyved by some, gentle
handling of horses, [riendly
attitudes -all  these partially
describe the four-day Wagon
I'rain adventure from Mars Hill
to Marshall via Flag Pond,
Mouth of Smith Creek on
Punchin Fork, Roscoe Briggs'
fish pond on Laurel, Mouth of
Heck Creek on Walnut Creek
amd all lerritory between
This writler didn't go on the
trip but did visit the campsite
Tuesday morning on Walnut
(reek  We asked Arthur
Thomason, Wagonmaster, of
Route 1, Mars Hill, about the
tnp “Everything went great.”
He smiled and said,
everyone behaved splen-
didly and 1 believe everyone
had a great time "'
Although this was the f[irst

Fenn.,

tight-fitting event,”

wagon train to be organized in
Madison County, things went
smoothly and on schedule. *'1'm
sure this will be an annual
Thomason stated
Howard Higgins, Chief Scout
of the lrain, along with other
leaders, complimented the
public, the State Patrol, local
policermen and firemen for the
splendid cooperation shown
during the slow but exciting trip

When the journey began last
Salurday morning, there were
4 wagons and some 87 horses

with riders

the 4

-tlay

Tow
janurnt,

ard the end of
more horses

ant riders joined the train and

when

Marshall,

SO W

the large
Il wa

as partic

group entered
S an exciling
pants, wagons

and more than 100 horses cir

cled
buisine

the

55

main
district

block
and

in  the
headed

down'the street and across the '
bridge to the island. Soon after
their arrival, the exciting rodeo
started when more excitement
was in slore

Thus the first wagon train had
come Lo a successful finish and
many, who did not participate
this year, will probably join in
aboaul a year from now on
another such trek through
Madisen (ounty

State Road Funds Cut $25 Million

North Carolina will gel some
$25 million dollars less for roads
during the nex! fiscal year than
Congress appropriated, the
State Highway Commission has
been informed

The Nixon administration has
notified the state that 1t is
releasing $75.6 million for road
construction durtng the fiscal
vear which starts July 1. North
Carolina’s share in the funds
appropriated by Congress was
$99 million

Major impact of the cut in
funds will be in the interstale
program, State Highway
Chairman D M Faircloth said
Lilay

“The national admunistration,
which hasbeenurging the states
to complete the interstate high-
way network, has now given
North Carolina $20 million less
for interstate construction this

vedr than Congress intended
Fawcloth said

Th

vear,

¢ state

Wi

for $68 million
‘This simp

right

1l actually

lv means

drawn will have to be delaved
Faircloth sald

Two that will be delayved, he

said, are 1-77 in Surry County
and 1-85 from Kenly 1o Gold
Hock

The 12-mile section al
Hickory, one of the state’s most
critical highway needs, will
take almaost one-half of the $47
million, Faircloth said. The

slate intends to get this project

—

wa.
P

_.w.-l

wae

L

Wa¥as

e

wet
about $47 8 mullion for interstate
construction during the coming
the chairman said
appropriation by Congress was

The

that
some interstate projects where
of way has been secured
and for which plans have been

to contract during the next

vear
He #lso pointed out that three
projects in Iredell County on I-
77 will have to be paved, which
will reouire a substantial part of
the remainder of the allocation.

‘The attitude in Washi
ol praising the intersiate

svstem and urging its com-
pletion, bul at the same timne
cutting the approprations is
puzzling,”” Faircloth said. "“This
js probably going to mean that
some projects will be delayed a
year or more '

In addition to the cuts in the
interstate money, about $5
million was lopped from the
other federal allocations for
construction on the urban,
primary and  secondary
systems




