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LESSON TEXT:
Acto 6:8 to 8:3.

In our previous lesson we J

have learned that Stephen was 5

one of the seven men "of
honest report" (godd (

character) chosen by 'the
Apostles to act as mediators
between the various squab- -

bling factions of the early
Christian church.

The men so chosen had to be '

of good repute amongst; their
fellows; they had to lb 1

possessed of integrity r. they
had to be imbued with .the
Holy Spirit in word, thought
and deed. In short, they had to
be dedicated and mature
Christians.

Such a man was Stephen,
who later became one of the
greatest evangelists of all
times and particularly of

that era in which he lived. For
it was through his devotion to
the church that Christianity
took a giant step forward.

Stephen dared to challenge
hitherto accepted ideas with
the bold new concept- of

Christian spirituality, and,
although his boldness cost him
his life, he fulfilled un-

flinchingly the destiny con-

ferred upon him by God.

We are the richer for his
devotion and his courage!

Surely his story must im-

press us with the potential of a
dedicated life, and inspire us
in our own struggles in behalf
of our chosen faith!

One of Stephen's most
outstanding characteristics
was that he both recognized
and accepted challenge. A

man of great spirituality,
Stephen recognized the.act
that when Christ spoke, pi
temple, He referred to the
physical body of man, housing
the God-give- n wonder of the
soul. Because others were less
literate, and more mundane in

their outlooks, Stephen was
persecuted, as was Christ. He,'
as was Christ, was falsely,
accused, and he, aa did Christy
faced his accusers with both'
pride and courage. He was
acutely aware that before the
Christian movement could go
forward, certain myths had to
be exploded, and this he'
proceeded to do, against all
personal safety. For a time
had come when the Christian
faith could not be contained in
any one place, for any one
people.

And, like Christ, when he
met his end at the hands of
those who stoned him, he had
but one prayer in his heart and
on his hps: "Lord, lay not this
sin to their charge."

Many sins have been
committed in the name of

religion and many wars
fought Too often these things
have come about because of a
narrow religious viewpoint
People too often confine their
religion to the letter of the law,
instead of taking the broader
view of its intent Herein lies
the difference between a
religious man and a spiritual
one.

The spiritual man is con-

cerned he is concerned
about bis fellow men. He Is
devoted in serviceboth to
God and to mankind. Ht lenda
himself to be the willing In-

strument of the Lord's will,
and steps down gracefully
when the Lord is ready for him
to relinquish his task to.
another; in Stephen's case this
was Saul. The spiritual man
teaches by the example of his

; life, rather than merely
preach with words. He gives of

himself in humble service
and. In so doing, gives Christ
his best

(Based; on copyrighted
Outlines produced by the
Committee on the Uniform
Series and used by per-
mission).
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