said that one shot entered
Haun's left side and he died in
a few minutes.

Ponder said the incident
occurred during a family

argument.

Bowman Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements
which were not made at press
time.

ury Enters Verdict
On Assault Charges

orley.
~Bheriff’s deputies said
Taylor was arrested after an

of gunfire on Jan. 9.

" exchange
‘the parking lot of Larry’s
;_-nhmm

During the alleged gunfight,
deputies  said, Worley, who
was a bartender at the tavern
at the time, shot and killed
Doyle . &1, -of Rt. 2,
Weaverville. Peek was a
bystander.

Worley has been charged
with manslaughter in Peek's
death and will be tried later.

Judge Partin continued
judgement against Taylor to a
later date.

By MARION ELLIS
and PATRICK O'DONNELL

Wayne Mahaffey, =30,
watched with horror early
Sunday as a 15-foot wall of
water swepl four of his neigh-
bors in the Newfound com-
munity to their deaths.

Mahaffey, a landscaper,
was returning from a bowling
night out in Canton about 2:15
a.m. when he found his pickup
truck's path blocked by rising
water in front of the home of
Leonard “'Bud” Ledbetter. An
earthen dam atop Bear
Wallow Mountain had burst
after a heavy rain.

“I honked the horn, and I
hollered, but no lights came on
in the house,” Mahaffey said.

“Then it came ‘all of a
sudden. There was no way to
do anything about it. Rocks
half as big as a car were flying
through the air.”

As the headlights from-his
truck beamed onto the scene
Mahaffey watched the water
from the swollen Newfound
creek batter the Ledbetter

house and sweep away a 7,000-
tractor

The body of Ledbetter, a 43-
year-old tobacco farmer, was
found hours later about a mile
down the creek, which nor-
mally is less than a food deep
and about three feet wide. The
bodies of his wife, Mickey, and
his mother, Mrs. Savannah
Ledbetter, 77, were found
nearby. His son, Leslie, 15,
was found about a half mile
away.

No other injuries were
reported, although about 100
homes were evacuated.
Residents were being allowed
to return home late Sunday
after officials had been
assured’ that no more im-
mediate flooding from the
dam was expected.

Newfound is about 15 miles
northwest of Asheville.

The only other member of
the Ledbetter family, Allen
Ledbetter, 20, bad spent the
night with friends and sur-
vived. He was under sedation
from the shock late Sunday
and unable to talk to repor-

New Democrats Register

In County

The Democratic Party has
added 154 registrations in the
past 60 days; the executive
secretary of thé Madison
County Board of Elections
said Thursday of last week.
R:ﬂ:s.m.uﬂﬂnm

were registered at the
Hot Springs and the
remalning o4  county's
other 10 precinets.

In the same two months
period, she said, there were
eight more registrations of
voters as Republicans.

The | present total
registration, the board official
said, is 6,079 Democrats, 3,350
Republicans, 185 in-
dependents, and 115 with no
party affiliations.

A Hot Springs hardware
dealer, Bobby Ponder, said
the registration figures for
Hot Springs are significant
and show an effort by
Republicans to take control of
the precinct party machinery
from active Democrats.

Ponder, who presided at the

Democrats
Plan For

Convention

Madison County Democrats
are planning for the county
convention which also in-
cludes the County Democratic
Executive Committee's
Organization Meeting. The
event will be held at the
Marshall School on the Island

Feb. 12 Precinct 6
organizational meeting at the

the 300 persons present

elected ane slate of
one dlhnh-,

to the -County
Convention to be held in
Marshall on March 6. An
opposing faction headed by
Larry Phillips also elected a
slate of delegates.

The county convention's

Hot

By JAY HENSLEY

Citizen Staff Writer -

Larry Phillips, a Madison
County school teacher, has
taken his claim for leadership
of the Democrats in Precinct
No. 6 to the State Democratic
Executive Committee in
Raleigh.

The claim by Phillips is
contested by Bobby Ponder,
Hot Springs hardware dealer
and a member of the Madison
County school board.

Phillips, in a letter to the
executive committee, charged
that Ponder took charge of the

school house Feb.

acceptance of one group of
Precinct 6 delegates over the
other could result in an appeal
to the State Democratic
Convention later in Rhleigh.

Regarding the new
Democratic registrations in
Hot Springs, the election

. board reported that the -
Democratic precinit official,

Bernice Wright, had handled
13 of the applications, and the
Republican precinct officials,
Tony Gamble and Irene
Roherts had processed the

mosphere in which Ponder
was “blatantly biased"” in
favor of that group.

Phillips, in his letter to
headquarters, charged that
Ponder arbitrarily
disqualified 53 of the 148 votes
cast in favor of his ticket.

Ponder said he peeled off 53
of the names voting for
Phillips because they were
Republicans who switched
their registration to sandbag
the Democratic precinct
election.

*“This decision was made by
him 10 to 15 seconds after he
had been informed that the
total vote was 148,"" Phillips
said of the head count for his

absolutely impossible for him
to analyze the registration
status of 148 voters in this

ters.

Another eyewitness, Sam
Worley, 26, who was hall a
mile down the creek, said the
rushing water sounded like
“15 frieght trains running
wide open.”

Just why the dam, about two
miles up from the Ledbetters’
five-room frame house, gave
way was under investigation
Sunday, but neighbors said
they had been concerned for
years about the possibility of
such a flash flood.

“T've always had kind of a
fear of that lake,"” Mahaffey
said.

According to area residents,
the three-acre lake was built
about 15 years ago and
stocked with fish; but it hasn't
been used for years.

No one was sure Sunday
night who owned the lake
property. Area residents said
it had changed hands at least
twice in the last few years.

Officials said & preliminary
inspection showed that the
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registration figures for Hot
Springs are significant and
show an effort by Republicans
to take control of the precinct

party machinery from active .

Democrats.”

There was nothing in the
report from Sharon Ray, the
board’s executive secretary,
to indicate that the new
Democratic registrations are
switchovers  from | the

party rather than
residents not previously
however,

bottom portion of the dam was
waler-logged all the way

through and it had shifted
forward during the night,
causing about 15 feet of the top
portion to fall way. The dam
was about 50 feet high and 75
feel wide.

The column of water that
rushed down the mountain
was only about 40 to 100 feet
wide and narrowly missed
other homes, although it did
severe damage to farmland.
Several farm animals, in-
cluding the Ledbetters’ 6 pigs
and some of the 60 head of
cattle, apparently perished.

It took about half my yard,
and I had a few things washed
away," sald Wayne King, the
Ledbetters’ next-door niegh-
bor. ‘It just gushed down and
took everything in its path.”

King, who had heard
Mahaffey's warnings, put his
wife and two sons in the family
car until the wall of water had

Ponder, who is the nephew
of Zeno Ponder, chairman of
the Madison County
Democratic Executive
Committee, said he adjourned
the meeting and members of
his faction went to their
homes.

An official with the State
Democratic Executive
Committee said Monday that
Phillips’ letter has been
referred to the Council of

Blue Ridge Shoe Company ==

15 CENTS PER COPY

“We're tired from being up
all night, but we've okay," he
said. "'l just wish they (the
Ledbetters) had woke up.”

Sprlngs Leadership Contested

Review, which probably won't
consider the matter until
sometime just before the state
convention in June.

A number of such com-
plaints are received following
precinct elections, and the
committee tries to get them
all in before the council is
called together to make a
recommendation, a state
Democratic official said.

Under New

Fred Shelton, well-known
resident of Route 3, Marshall,
announced this week that he is
the new owner and manager of
the Hot Springs Tomato

Names Plant Heads

It has been announced that

the new Blue Ridge Shoe plant
in Hot Springs, Byrd joined
Blue Ridge Shoe Company in

Dmhclﬂ,ualhel&ut -

Rudolph A.

Michelle will join him as soon
as school is out.

The remainder of the
management staff will be
composed of; Juanita B.
Phillips, Officer Manager;

Thomas D. Davis, Depart-

ment Manager Stitching;
Stout, De .

plrunem Manager Stitching;
lﬂ"h.Jr-.M

ment Manager Cutting;
Dennis - ‘B.  Freeman,

Departmaum«lot-"
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