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By POP

I know the readers of this column get
tired of reading about the snow and ice
which has plagued this area for too long...
but the weather is just about all the people
are talking about... also, subscribers who
live “far off” are always interested in
reading about what kind of weather we're
having here in Madison County... one thing
about it is that this winter has been so cold
that you'll be able to brag about it to your
grandchildren... when the temperature
finally got up to 38 degrees last Thursday it

% felt like we were having a heat wave...

i that's exaggerating a bit, isn’t it... I've
% never seen people walking so slow and
i cautiously as they have been for several
: days... crossing Main Street has been
dangerous... I've never been exactly a
coffee lover... usually a cup at breakfast
does me all day... but since the price of
coffee has gone so high, I seem to want
several cups a day... guess that’s human
nature.

Listened to President Ford deliver the
State of the Union address for ‘‘the last time
— maybe” ... I thought he did a pretty good
job having to face all those Democrats in
Congress... many times since his

when he was given a rousing welcome by
members of both Houses... as he said, “...
we~ can disagree without being
disagreeable...” ...Congratulations to the
carriers in the Marshall Post Office
receiving Safe Driving Awards... they
often unjustly critized by patrons...
personally, 1 think they do a mighty good
job and should be appreciated.

" Frigid weather continues... Monday
: it was nine degrees below zero and
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 homes and burst .and many

% people are still without water... plumbers
% were kept busy day and night and Buford
# Marler, Richard Roberson and Alderman
¢ Donald Ramsey have worked many hours
¢ helping people... including this writer... I

= want to personally thank them for coming to

my rescue Monday p.m. when water pipes
burst at the office here and partially flooded
the building... understand that the
basement of the post office is coated with
ice... many persons were hampered
Monday morning when their cars failed to
start... and when they did it was mighty
risky driving on icy roads... as I finish up
this column Tuesday morning the tem-
perature has warmed up to 10 degrees.

. Our community has lost another fine
in the passing of Ben Frisby Sr.

ly everybody knew Ben and the older
citizens will always remember him when he
used to thrill hundreds with his magic and
ventriloquism... he will be greatly missed.
“Bill” and I attended the beautiful
wedding of Ernest Teague and Virginia
Barnwell in Greenville, S. C., last Saturday
night... I was thrilled when they asked me to
: be an usher and I was even more thrilled
- when they exchanged vows in the
_beautifully decorated church... I wish space
_permitted me to write more about the
% wedding, etc., but I must sign off for this
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example of “Queen
Anne Cottage style of architecture.”
Gov. James Hunt will be the 24th
chief executive to occupy the house.
Gov. Daniel G. Fowle was the first to
move in as he took office early in
1891 when the house was completed.
He lived there only several months,
when he died of a heart attack in
April, 1891.
Previous N. C. governors had
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 State licensing costs public millions

" The cost of doing business recently chief of the anti-trust
with various people subject to  division of
. state licensing laws and General's staff, ramrodded an
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to declare a moratorium on
S
the Baughcum

addition, wherever possible, native
North Carolina materials should be

i

Architects Samuel Sloan of
Philadelphia and his associate
Gustavus Adolphus Bauer offered
designs that were declared “artistic,
representing an ornate building, in

modern style, three stories in height

with the ample porches, hallways
and windows which every house
built in this climate should have.”

At first, of course, furnishings
were a problem. The first residents,
Gov. Fowle and his family, brought
along their own furniture to help fill
the 42-room mansion, since the
money appropriated by the
legislature was woefully inadequate.
Several later governors followed
this precedent by necessity until
Gov. Angus McLean's ad-
ministration when the personal
possessions of the family were
sometimes quite visibly tagged
“McL” while the mansion’s fur-

Ford restored

Gerald Ford will not be remem-
bered as a great President. In his
short service as chief executive, he
launched no lasting programs and
did little to solve any of the country’s
enduring problems. He was a
cautious President, both because he
is by nature a cautious man and
because of the circumstances that
thrust him into the office.

Despite all that, Mr. Ford has
made a lasting contribution to his
country, one that should not be
overlooked. At a time when the
country was shaken to its foun-
dation, he became its leader and did

Mr.Fad'l;;arﬁngmmsetothe
Congress where he served 25 years

study are accountants,

electricians, landscape ar- ByREP.ERNESTMESSER
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Several times during its almost 90,
years existence, the idea of abcn-'ﬂ
doning the present mansion in favor **
of a new residence for the governor .,
has been raised. Gov. McLean lndimj
Sec. of State W. N. Everett were*"
among the first to squash the
proposal. Again, during the ad-.
ministration of the grand old Vic- '’
torian house arose. After extensive ,.
examination of other states’.
executive mansions by a committee "
appointed for the purpose, a new
governor’s residence was designed. .,

Again, however, the beautiful
mansion on Blount Street bested its™"
detractors. During the ad-
ministration of Gov. James E. 3
Holshouser, extensive renovations =
were completed, making the many-
gabled mansion look “‘just as it was,
except good as new.” i

Mrs. Holshouser, following in the™
footsteps of many another first latub&
ingenuity in the renovation efforts,
by sewing the heavy draperies.
herself.
Each of the 23 governors and
families have added their
beauty, dignity and charm to the
year-old structure, and it con

to be “one of the most beautiful®
interiors in America.”
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was as modest and unassuming as
the man who spoke it. We have-
problems, but the state of the union:
is good, he said. He sprung no sur-<:
prises. His claims were modest.
wished his successor well.

Gerald Ford, we believed, was
the man to lead this country in i
continuing quest for self-
improvement. But his contri
as President, though it may rate
little more than a footnote in the
history books, has meant much to
his country.

To understand just how much,
consider the public feeling about the
presidency as Gerald Ford leaves it,
and compare that to the public
feeling as Richard Nixon and
Lyndon Johnson left office. Mr. Ford
restored the public’s faith that a
good man can be President and that
a President can be a good man. —
Charlotte Observer
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