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Suberior Court Clerk Honored With Retirement Party

By JIM STORY

“This is worth all the worries and
responsibilities I've had in the past years as
clerk of superior court,,’ Judson Edwards
said at the retirement party held in the
courtroom on Wednesday afternoon of last
week. ““I surely do appreciate this (party)
as it came as a complete surprise,” he
stated.

The retirement party he was speaking
of was spearheaded by his staff composed of
Irma Sprinkle, Thula Norton and Peggy
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Sawyer, as well as other courthouse per-
sonnel and friends.

Long before 2 p.m., when the party was
scheduled to start, people started assem-
bling in the courtroom so as to keep it a
surprise to the honoree. On the dot of 2 p.m.,
Judson was escorted to the courtroom and
when he entered the door he was speechless
as he saw more than 50 friends and mem-
bers of his family in the audience. Beside
Judson was Clarice, his wife, who sat with
him at a beautifully decorated table bearing
cookies, nuts, punch, and a huge
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County Clerk of Superior Court, is last week. The clock, on the table,

was presented Edwards by
courthouse personnel and friends.
(Photo by Jim Story)

checkerboard cake, which was appropriate
since Judson's main hobby is playing and
winning checker games. Also present were
Judson’s daughter and husband, Mr. and
Mrs. G.E. Briggs Jr.; his grandson, Jimmy
Briggs; his brother and sister-in-law, Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Clay Edwards; his niece
and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. S.L. Nix.

At the table were Zeno H. Ponder and
W.T. (Bill) Moore, Democratic leaders.

The informal and spontaneous
“program”’ was started by Ponder who, as
usual, told several jokes and praised Ed-
wards for his service to the county in years
past.

W.T. Moore, of Spring Creek,
sometimes referred to as ‘“Mr. Democrat of
Madison County’” then told of his
association with Edwards and emphasized
the qualities which have made Edwards
such a fine and devoted clerk of court. He
also praised other Democratic officeholders
and especially commended the staff in the
clerk’s office for “outstanding efficiency.”

““We hate to see Judson retiring but we
have a fine successor in Jim Cody as the
new clerk of court,” Moore said.
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Superior Court Judge, Ronald Howell,
was also asked to make a few remarks.
Howell spoke of his association with Ed-
wards as clerk, stating that he had enjoyed
knowing Edwards for the past eight years
and praised Edwards’s stewardship and the
fine records he had made as clerk. He also
complimented the staff in the clerk’s office.

Not only did Democrats commend
Edwards, but Clyde M. Roberts, District
Attorney, and attorney and former judge
Bruce Briggs, both Republicans, also
praised Edwards and his staff for excellent
performance and cooperation.

After further remarks of com-
mendation to Edwards and his staff, Zeno
Ponder then presented Edwards a
retirement gift — a Hamilton clock — from
members of his staff, the courthouse per-
sonnel, and other friends.

Following this, the crowd mingled
together, extending best wishes to Edwards
as they enjoyed the refreshments and
fellowship.

““Words cannot express my ap-
preciation Judson said, *‘so I'll just say
thanks for all this.” :
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