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GROWING CHRISTMAS TREES
requires some hard work, as
Howard Williams of Hemphill can
tell you. But, with a net profit of

Tree Gro

year, when the trees are ready
to be harvested, the grower
can then cut an acre and plant
an acre on a regular rotation.

“If a person is willing to get

$9,000 per acre on a seven-year
rotation, that work can begin to
seem worthwhile. (Mountaineer
Photo By Paylor)

They’re Thinking

“Good trees are very, very
easy to sell. People want a
quality tree. Nobody wants to
buy junk and put it in their

WET'S 07 Christmas 79

addition to allowing growers
use hilly land that would be

tion
in
taking care of the necessary
chores, _
“It's not like a lot of crops
(Continued on Page7)
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~ College Aid

More State $ To Private Schools?

Rep. Liston Ramsey of
Marshall is definitely in favor
of iricreasing state funding for
private colleges and
universities, but other area
legislators are keeping an
open mind.

“l think we have to také wrong

another look to see what the
advantages and disad-

vantages would be," Rep.
Ernest Messer of Canton said.

“It has been very beneficial
up to now, but how far we
ought to go depends on a
number of things. If we
supplement private colleges to
the detriment of state in-
stitutions, we might be

“I'm not saying I'm for an
increase at this time," Sen.
Cecil Hill of Brevard said. “1
agree with the theory, but we

have to look at the whole
picture.”

Sen. Joe Palmer of Fines
Creek said he'd favor an in-
crease to keep up with in-
flation, but would prefer it to
go toward helping needy
students.

The state already sup-
plements private institutions
to the tune of $600 a year per
student. The N.C. Association

Opportunity Corporation

Serves People Of County

By ANN LAWRENCE

available service to meet their

by coming to the Marshall
office to file an application or
by requesting that an outreach
worker come to your home.
Priority is given to the elderly
and those who use wood ex-
clusively as both a source of
heat and cooking. Other types

of energy assistance (coal,

Second Public Hearing

The Hot Springs Board of
Aldermen will conduct a
second public hearing on Jan.
3, at 8 p.m. in the Hot Springs
Town Hall for the purpose of
presenting community
development activities for
funds from the Department of
Housing and Urban
Development.

This hearing will present
activities based on needs
presented by citizens at a
public hearing on Dec. 8, 1978,

- At Hot Springs Jan. 3

in which citizens suggestions
included housing
rehabilitation, sewer im-

of Indepenent Colleges and
Universities is requesting $200
or more,

Of the money private
colleges now get, $400 goes to
reduce the tuition of each
North Carolina student
enrolled by that amount’
That's what the association
would like increased. »

The other $200 goes into
financial aid funds to help
needy North Carolina
students. That's the 1
Palmer would prefer in-
creased to keep up with ins
flation.

According to Ramsey, those

supplements actually save

Tar Heel taxpayers money.

It costs the state between
$2.500 and $2,600 a year to
educate one student in a public
institution, he said, so even an
$800 supplement would save
the taxpayers $1,700 to $1,800

stuflent each'year. =~

"I_-ltl&t:t 20,000 and
you're some
money,” he said “That's
what jt's all about.”

Messer, who served on the
appropriations committee
when the t program
began, agrees that it has
saved money, but he's not sure
it does now.

At the time, he said, there

to have an equal chance for an
education the state en-
couraged them to attend
private colleges.

“We thought it was the best
thing to encourage North
Carolina students to attend
private colleges rather than
(at state institutions),"
Messer said. “At that time it
was workable.”




