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Contract Set For New Laurel Clinic

Aﬂamnymﬂ-dham
work, delays, and disappoint-
ments, members of the Laurel
community finally have sign-
ed a contract for construction
of a new medical center.

Tom Wallin, chairman of
the board of the Hot Springs
Health Program, signed a con-
tract on Friday, Feb. 20 with H
& M Constructors of Asheville
calling for completion of the
new facility at a total cost of
$155,212. Representing H& M
at the signing was Jim Cole.

As of last summer,
amount budgeted for the ne.'w
center was only $126,400. A
series of problems locating a
contractor who would do the
job delayed the project all fall,
causing local backers to
wonder if their dream for a
modern facility would remain
no more than a dream.

But in a series of quick fun-
ding “victories” during the
last few weeks, project
leaders managed to raise the
available budget dramatically

and to meet the price of H &
M, owned by Ellis Canady of
Asheville, for the construction
work.

The first break came last
week from the Kate B.
Reynolds Health Care Trust, a
private foundation based in
Winston-Salem. The Reynolds
Trust had donated $13,311 in
December for the building,
$10,000 of which was intended
specifically for equipment and
furnishings. (The rest was to

complete the community's

portion of reguired matching
funds.) When informed of the
funding predicament,
Reynolds agreed to release
the $10,000 to help pay for ac-
tual construction.

The next break came at
about the same time when the
Appalachian Regional Com-
mission agreed to put up an
additional grant of $13,000.
““They weren't even very
upset,” said Michael Norins,
director of the Hot Springs
Health Project. “They said we

‘Active’ Solar Heating System
Installed In House In Walnut

One of the first active solar
heating systems in the county
was slarted up last week at the
Rev. Jimmy Buckner's home
near Walnut.

An active solar system in
one that carries heat from one
part of a building to another,
usually by pumped water. A
passive solar system is one

' TED REAVIS, who installed an
active solar heating system at

that has no moving parts, and
usually consists of windows,
skylights, or greenhouses that
trap the sun's heat.

The pump at the Buckners
was slarted last Wednesday
morning on a bright, sunny
day with the outside
temperature in the 20s and the

solar collectors half covered

Jimmy and Delsie Buckner’s

with snow, By 11:30 the snow
was gone, temperature in the
roof pipes had climbed to 82
degrees F and the storage
tank was heating steadily. Ted
Reavis, who sold and installed
the system, monitored the
temperatures intently, and
seemed pleased with the
overall performance.

home near Walnut, clears snow
off the solar panels on the roof.

“On a clear day, the water
in this 210-gallon storage tank
will rise to about 140 degrees,”
he said, pointing at a box-

changer works like the
radiator of a car. A fan blows

had one of the lowest overruns
they had seen in a project of
this kind."

The new building will be
located at Laurel’s principal
highway intersection, in
Belva, where highways 208,
212, and the Big Laurel road
come together. It will
located in the home of Glen-
dora Cutshall for nearly the
last 10 years. Before the dona-
tion of that modest facility,
there was virtually no medical
care for residents anywhere in
the region. From the Laurel
School, the nearest doctor was
in Greenville, Tenn., about 25
miles and 45 minutes’ drive
away.

So Laurel residents gol
together early last year and
decided to do something about
it. Their determination
resulted in one of the most suc-
cessful self-help campaigns in
the history of the county.
Under the chairmanship of
Dennis Tweed, the Building
Committee fanned out through
the area and pul the matter in
person to their neighbors.

**The response was
unbelieveable,” said Tweed.
“I live up on Cutshalltown
Road — not the richest section
of the county. But one of my
neighbors heard about the
plan and he brought $200 over
to my house, and said if we
needed any more to let him
know. Why, I raised over
$1,100 just on thatToad alone.”

By April 1979 the members

(Conmtinued on Page 2)

TOM WALLIN, left, chairman of
the board of the Hot Springs
Health Program, signs the long-
awaited contract to build a new
facility for the Laurel Medical
Center. At his left is Helen
Shelton, treasurer of the fund-
raising committee. Also signing,
Constructors of
Asheville, is Jim Cole, the con-
tractor for the project. Gathered
around them at Laurel School for
the signing ceremony are
members of the building commit-

for H&M

tee, which raised $16,047.81 by
door-to-door solicitation: Neple
Adams, Louis Zimmerman, Carol
Gunter, Oleta Shelton, Earlis Met-
calf, Alma Brackens, Vanda
Cook, Myrtle Ray, Dennis Tweed
(chairman),
Committee members not shown:
Ada Jean Shelton, Janie Franklin,
and Raymond Cantrell. Also pre-
sent were Michael Norins, direc-
tor of the HSHP (far left), and
Taylor Barnhill, project architect
(at rear, with beard).

and Marie Tweed.

‘Former Employee-Of United 5 & 10

Is Charged With Embezzling Goods

A former employee of the
United 5 & 10 on the Marshall
by-pass has been arrested and
charged with felonious
embezziement for diverting
and attempting to sell the
firm's merchandise in a con-
venience store in Leicester.

Hugh Parton, now listed as
living in Fletcher, is a former
manager of United 5 & 10,
which is owned by Variety
Wholesalers Inc. of Fuguay-

Accordms to Buncombe
County Sheriff Thomas Mor-
l'hﬂy, Parton and Vietor Vient
of Candler are accused of set-
ting up an outlet called Shop
‘N Save on the Leicester
Highway and offering a
“‘guesstimated” $5,000 to
$6,000 worth of Variety

by Joe Holland, a regional
manager of Variety

Wholesalers, when he drove to
the Shop ‘N Save store and
identified a key-making
machine that belonged to his
firm.

Holland, contacted by
telephone in his office in
Fuquay-Varina, would not
elaborate on the matter.

Parton and Vinet were sell-
ing such items as panty hose,
baseball caps, cat hats, keys -
“‘everything imaginable that
would go into a convenience

store,” said the sheriff's of-
fice.

Much of the embezzled
material apparently ‘ came
from a store in Tryon that was
closed down by Variety
Wholesalers. The material
was to be forwarded to outlets
in Marshall and elsewhere.
When it never arrived, the

of the firm became

managers
suspicious and began an in-
vestigation.

Students Come
To Help With

Over the past two weeks, medicines reduced the
public health workers and
school officials have reported

an unusual number of cases of
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