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‘Commissioners Face Budget Squeeze

Road Fund, Ambulance Cuts

Dlscussed At Board Meeting
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gested that a fund exists in
Raleigh to upgrade just such
bridges and a resolution was
passed to investigate such fun-
ding.

Ponder also reguested im-
provement for the sharp curve
where the road to Paw Paw
turns right from Anderson
Branch.

A group of four men, also
supported by Ponder, asked
that the money be spent to
pave the Colvin Creek Road.
Oscar Boles asserted that
everyone on the road wanted
the job done and was willing to

Branch are now rmmber 5 on
the priority list; Payne re-
quested paving of just one
mile.

Colvin Creek is presently
first on the priority list of the
Department of Transporta-
tion; if this list were followed
strictly the money would go

County Has ‘Green Thumb’

there. However, the commis-
sioners said they had pot yet
decided where to spend the
money. They did point out that
paving costs are so high today
— about $100,000 per mile in
the mountains — that the
money would more likely be
spent on several projects to

improve but not to pave roads
in particularly bad condition.
In other business, Day Care
director Teresa Zimmerman
told the commissioners that

* the new senior citizens' facili-

ty adjacent to the day care
center on Long Branch Road
(Continued on Fage ¢)

At Winning HUD Grants
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sign a right-of-way waiver. In  When it comes to landing There was little in last
addition, Howard Payne, sup- large government grants to week’s announcement of three
ported by Jackie Ball, re- improve living conditions, community development
quested that Anderson Branch Madison County has the grantstoindicate how difficult
Road be paved. The entire bureaucratic equivalent of a they are to get, and how for-

as many as it did.

But consider this: in the en-
tire state of North Carolina,
only four single-purpose
grants were awarded this year

funds that are being used to
pay seven of the county's 18
ambulance drivers. Finance

officer David Caldwell told the -

board that paying for all the
salaries would cost the county
about $200000 a year —
Mynpumudanth

used to pave Road 1334.
“We've made several efforts

three miles of Anderson

green thumb.

tunate the county is to secure

LARRY MCCALL of Lower Shut-
In, near Hot Springs, stands pro-
udly by his home-made water
wheel. Larry built the wheel from
shaping the braces and sections
by hand with adze and draw knife.
Working from only a simple
sketch McCall constructed the

wheel around a seven-foot-long

shaft that formerly turned in the
Teague Mill in Marshall, The

by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
Madison County got two of
them.

A single-purpose grant
means a grant that is used on-
ly for one purpose, such as
road repair, housing
rehabilitation or sewer in-
stallation.

And consider this: In North
Carolina, only four com-
prehensive grants were
awarded this year. Madison
County got one.

A .comprehensive grant is

one that is used for a thorough

of a

- including funds for all

(Photo by Kevin Morley)

Shut-In wheel is 14 feet in
diameter and will turn on ball
bearings. Larry says that building
the wheel was the easy part; now
he must move it some four miles
to its permanent site at his farm
in Upper Shut-In. For that task
Larry has set the wheel on giant
skids. When in place it will pro-
vide mechanical and electrical
energy as well as the tranquil
sight of simple efficiency.

Budget Cuts Could S
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categories of needed repairs.
(A second comprehensive
grant went to Black Mountain,
which is in the same ad-
ministrative area as Madison
County, Region B).

The first and largest grant
goes to the town of Marshall,
to the Rollins neighborhood
upriver of town and adjacent
areas up Hayes Run. A total of
146 persons will be affected, 93
percent of whom have low and
moderate incomes. Some 88
percent of the dwellings where
these people live are judged
substandard, and four of them
are vacant and due for demoli-
tion. HUD has put up $804,200

DIVIDING UP THE SPOILS is

part of an Easter morning for
these children, who have just
finished an energetic egg hunt at
the Skemp’s mountainside farm
high above Anderson Branch. The

(Photo by Rob Amberg)
parents divided their time bet-
ween barnyard basketball, mak-
ing mountain music and keeping
eggs and children from rolling
down the hillside.

County-Wide Clean-Up
Is Set For Apr. 14-20

April 1420 is Comminity Development

- is a mlldomelm.
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Development Week, and coun- remind county residents that mwlntuduph

ty organizers are intensifying littering — at any time of year  $200.and 30 days in jail.

their month-long campaign to
clean up litter from the road-
sides and stream banks. The
Department of Transportation
has been spearheading the
clean-up effort for the past
week, using highway crews
and trucks to clean the
highways.

Others to be involved in the
effort include the county land-
fill operation, the Agricultural
Extension Office, the county
health department, the
highway department, law en-

forcement personnel, chur-
ches and schools,

The county landfill office
phone number is 649-2311. Any
community needing extra
trash removal during this
special month can call and
moe?ve instructions for extra
service,

Students are also a vital
part of this community effort.
The Department of Public In-
struction has sent suggestions
to each school principal, en-
couraging them to involve
their students in local clean-up
campaigns and educational
programs.

when the snows of winter
melted, we saw just how much

- litter each of us has created

“Ugly"” was everywhere. Now
is the time to retrieve our
trash and heave it into the
green boxes and landfill,
County Community




