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The Madison County Schools
have been awarded .lull ac-
creditation by the North
Carolina State Board of
Education. The Level III ac-
creditation which was award-
ed to ghe schools is the final
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Madison Schools Accredited

step in the state accreditation
process and is ‘‘recognition
that the school system has
developed and implemented a
comprehensive educational
plan which results in improv-
ed learning for students.”

R.L. Edwards, superinten-
dent of Madison schools, Ed-
ward Gentry and Gerald
Young, members of Lhe
Madison County Board of
Education, and Dr. Bobby
Jean Rice, supervisor of

schools, appeared before the
State Board of Education on
July 3 to present accreditation
reports.

Edwards introduced his per-
sonnel and guests and made
introductory remarks concer-
ning the Madison County
schools. Ms. Rice presented
the evaluation report to the
stale board and answered
questions concerning the ac-
creditation process,

Dr. Craig Phillips, state
superintendent of schools,
notified the Madison County

Board of Education by letter
of the accreditation. In his let-
ter, Phillips slated,
“Accredilation by the State
Board of Educatlion is a
tribute to the aspirations of
the community and to the

- dedication and efforts of Lhe

patrons, the studenis, and the
staff of your schools ad-
ministrative unit. We com-
mend all who have par-
ticipated in this achievement
and share with them the
satisfaction thal comes with
this accomplishment. "’

(Photos by N. Hancock)

Sheriff Makes
Record Haul

By NICHOLAS HANCOCK

The Madison County Sheriff's Department
confiscated the largest load of green growing
marijuana in its history this past Monday after-

_noon. A total of 3,836 marijuana plants, many
. measuring over six feet tall, were pulled up by
deputies from a large garden located in the Cut-
shall community of the Shelton Laurel area in
the northern part of the county.

The Sheriff’s Department was notified by
law enforcement helicopter pilots from
Kingsport, Tennessee about 11:30 a.m. that they
had spotted a large field of marijuana growing
inside the Madison County line. The helicopter
had strayed off course in a dense fog, and the
pilots realized they were over Madison County
when the fog had cleared.

Deputies Frank Ogle and Clayton Grind-
staff, along with Danny Goforth, were dispatch-
ed to the area and worked from noon until 7:00
p.m. pulling the marijuana plants by hand and
loading them onto available trucks in order to
haul them back to the sheriff’'s department
where they will be destroyed.

According to Ogle and Grindstaff, the plants
were growing in a garden among corn and beans
on farmland owned by C.G. Shelton of Flagpond,
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DEPUTES Grindstaff and Cook
examine some of the several
truckloads of marijuana plants

m w begin at 1:30 p.m. Fri-

day, Dec. 19 and run through Monday, Jan. 5.
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Monday, April 20 and continue through Friday,
April 24,

Both Christmas and Easter holidays will de-
pend on the number of school closings caused by

- snow or inclement weather this winter and spr-

ing.
The date for year-end closing is set for June
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brought to the Madison County
Sheriff’s Department Monday.
(Photo by N. Haneock)

Hancock Joins News Reco’rd

G. Nicholas (Nick) Hancock
of Asheboro has been named
editor of The News-Record.
Hancock started his duties
here this week

Hancock, a graduate of
Asheboro high school, attend-
ed the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and
has had training and ex-

Mars Hill Man Stabbed

Harold Dean Chandler of
Mars Hill was stabbed in the
lower abdomen, the sheriff's
department reported. No ar:
resis had been made in the in-
cident Sunday night as an in-

"News-Record from

perience in North Carolina
Juvenile Justice System and
Effective Parenting al Ran-
dolph Technical College.

He has also worked in
counseling in private schools
and directed a non-profit com-
munily organization working
with troubled youngsters and
juvenile delinguents.

He has had four years’' ex-
perience in library work at

" Asheboro-Randolph County

Public Library and six years'
experience in the printing
trade in areas of typeselling,
composing and makeup.

* Hancock comes to The
The
Courier Tribupe in Asheboro
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