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Trial To Decide
Fate Of Students

A special session of Civil Superior Court
began Monday in order to determine the
fate of 51 Madison County school students
who are now attending classes in Buncombe

County schools.

The court convened Monday morning
under presiding judge John Jolly of Rocky
Mount to select 12 out of nearly 50 prospec-
tive jurors to hear testimony in each of the
students’ cases concerning re-assignment
to Madison County schools.

The trial is expected to continue
through the remainder of the week and

possibly longer,

In July, the Madison County Board of
Education decreed that all students
residing in Madison County would attend
Madison schools. Parents of students who

- live along the Madison-Buncombe county
line, and whose children had been attending
Buncombe schools in the past, objected to
the school board’s order and decided to take
their case before the court.

The special session of court was arrang-
ed through the Administrative Office of the
Courts in Raleigh at the request of Judge
Frank Snepp after a hearing in Burnsville
in which an injunction was issued preven-

" ting the school board from enforcing its at-
tendance policy until the trial could be held.

While Getting Off Bus

Six Students Injured In Collision

By KEN EDWARDS
AND
NICHOLAS HANCOCK

Six students were injured
Thursday at 3:15 p.m. when
the school bus they were
disembarking was hit from
behind by a tractor-trailor
truck traveling south on U.S.
19-23 approximately two miles
east of Mars Hill.

All six children, students at
Mars Hill Elementary School,
were rushed by ambulance to
Memorial Mission Hospital in
Asheville for examination and
treatments for injuries. Five
of the students were released
from the hospital by 8:30
Thursday night, and one re-
mained hospitalized for fur-
ther observation.

According to Fred Ander-
son, principal of Mars Hill
Elementary, the injured
students were Bryan Walsh,
Belinda Justice, Chipper
Wyatt, Monica Wyatt, Dana
Hembree and Jeffrey Swann.

The accident occurred while
the school bus, driven by Lin-
da Campbell, guidance
counselor at the school, was
stopped at a driveway to let
several students off the bus.
The bus, carrying 16 students,
was headed south and had
stopped about one-half mile
north of the intersection of
U.S. 1923 and N.C. 213. The

transfer truck, driven by
Roger Lee Weikel, 34, of
Charlotte, rammed into the
back of the bus knocking the
school vehicle foward 39 feet
from the point of impact.

The truck was hauling in-
sulation for the Fleetco Com-
pany, and the driver stated he
was unable to stop his truck in
time to avoid the accident.
The highway was wet from the
rain at the time of the colli-
sion.

Bryan Walsh, 13, an eighth
grader at the Mars Hill
School, was stepping off the
bus at the moment of impack,
and was thrown out the door of
the bus. A hospital spokesman
at Memorial Mission said
Walsh had received a cerebral
concussion, and leg injuries.
He remained in the hospital
for further observation Thurs-
day night, but was in
“*satisfactory condition.”

Principal Anderson said
x-rays and thorough examina-
tions were made on all six
students at the hospital, and
that most of the injuries incur-
red by the other five children
were minor.

“‘Monica Wyatt received a
cut on the top of her head
which required some stitches,
and Belinda Justice had a cut
on her forehead which re-
quired six stitches,’” Anderson
said.

According to the Highway
Patrol report, the flashing
stop lights and signal arm on
the bus were working at the
time of the accident. Black
marks on the highway in-
dicated the truck driver had
applied his brakes and slid
about 50 feet before hitting the
bus.

Patrolman Arthur Cooper
said Weikel, driver of the
truck, was charged at the
scene with failing to decrease
speed to avoid an accident.

Damage to the school bus
was estimated at $2,000, and
damage to the turck at $2,500,
according to the Highway
Patrolman.

School superintendent, R.L.
Edwards was at the scene of
the accident shortly after it oc-
curred. Edwards said he was
“most appreciative’ of the aid
and services offered by
everyone called to the scene.
He commended the Marshall
and Mars Hill Ambulance Ser-
vice, the Mars Hill Fire
Department, and the Mars
Hill Police Department and
the citizens for ‘‘the way in
which they conducted
themselves'’ at the accident.

This was the second repor-
table accident involving a
Madison County school bus
since the beginning of school
on August 11.

French MBryoad‘ EMC Draws

Large Open House Crowd

Membership Corporation
headquarters Sunday were alt-
tended by a large number of
people ranging from state and
local EMC officials to children
who came along with parents
to see the new facilities
located on Highway 213.

The keynote speaker for the
occasion was 1ith District

Referring to a recent loan of
$735,000 to FBEMC by the
Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration to aid the propos-
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FRENCH BROAD EMC general manager,
Charles Tolly, introduces speakers at open
house ceremonies.

Cooperatives, of Raleigh.

FBEMC Board of Directors
members attending the open
house were Novile Hawkins,
vice president; Albert
Freeman, treasurer; James
Ray, assistant secretary;
Wayne Hall, Mitchell County;
W.G. Plemmons, Buncombe
County; and Joe Justice of
Spring Creek.

In his address to the open
house participants, Con-
gressman Gudger said the
“actions of electric member-
ship corporations like French
Broad have demonstrated
from the outset that you prac-
tice what you preach. You
may call it rural electric view-
points, but to me, it has the
ring of a creed,” he said.

Gudger emphasized the five
viewpoints stating:

““The individual citizen,
whether in rural or urban
America, can and will achieve
a sense of personal pride and
accomplishment and family
security if given a real oppor-
tunity to participate in social,
economic and political ac-
tivities as a free and equal
citizen,

““That this nation's human
and physical resources, under
God, must be developed and
utilized to the maximum ex-

tent possible and that this pro-
ductive resource development
should result in maximum
public benefit without regard
to religion, race, creed, social
or economic circumstance.

“That the development of
the potential of rural America
and the utilization of its assets
will make a major contribu-
tion to the welfare of the na-
tion and the world.

“That the principles of self-
help cooperative enterprise
embody the freedoms and
unalienable rights granted by
the constitution of the United
States, and are consistent with
the highest ideals of the free
enterprise system.

“And, that rural electric
cooperatives have major
responsibilities for helping to
raise the standard of living
and for improving the produc-
tivity and the opportunity for
economic prosperity in an
everchanging rural

Gudger said, “'This creed is
remarkably demonstrated at

Tours of the $1.4 million
headquarters building enabl-
ed visitors to get an inside look
at the facility which houses
nearly 30 offices, maintenance
and warehouse areas.
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REAR END of Mars Hill Elemen-
tary School bus was heavily
damaged by impact from transfer

truck. Six out of 16 children on the

L2

FRONT END of tractor-trailer rig
that ran into the back of stopped
school bus on Highway 19-23 just
outside Mars Hill. The truck was
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Gudger Calls For Expelling
Congressman Michael Myers

By NICHOLAS HANCOCK

Congressman Lamar
Gudger has countered GOP
opponent Bill Hendon's
charges that Gudger favors
allowing convicted felons to sit
in the United States Congress.

In a statement to The News
Record after addressing
visitors to the French Broad
Electric Membership Corp.
open house Sunday, Gudger

Gudger also
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change his previous position
on allowing convicted felons to
sit in the United States Con-
gress, and vote Monday to ex-
pel Abscam Congressman
Michael Myers from Con-
Hendon said the House
Ethics Committee has voted
10 to 2 to recommend expul-
sion for Myers who has been
convicted on charges of
bribery, conspiracy and
travelling in interstate com-

merce to commit bribery.
Hendon also said Gudger
“‘refused twice to vole to expel
conﬁeled felon Charles
" from the House. He ad-

~that Diggs is now in a

fedéral prison, but drew his.

$60,000 a year salary while ap- ¥
conviction ,
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bus received injuries during the
accident. The bus was knocked 39
feet from the point of impact.
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Company out of Charlotte. Driver
of the truck was charged with fail-
ing to reduce speed to avoid an ac-

the Committee’s report call-
ing for censure of Represen-
tative Diggs earlier this
year.”

“'Myers' situation is unlike
the case of Rep. Diggs who
was convicted of fraud and is-
suing false statements in the
Ninety-Fifth Congress and
prior to his reelection to:this |
Cm" Gudger said. |

“Myers has just been con-
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