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By CATHY LIVESAY

{ They may not know exactly

when or by how much but the
County Board of
members were told

school lunch
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children ' receiving free lun-
ches and 701 students paying
for their lunches in October,
she said.

September figures show 87
percent of county school
students eat lunch at school
and 56 percent eat breakfast
at school.

The changes, she said, are
for a one year period.

On another financial mat-
ter, board member Gerald
Young suggested to the board
that they publish in the
newspaper a quarterly report
of school finances, “every
penny — where it comes from
and where it goes.”” The idea
was not well received by the
chairman of the board, Bobby
Ponder, or member Ed Gen-
try. Gentry said, "I'm not sit-
ting here defending a good
record... I won't go out here
and defend a myth.”

Young, who said he was
thinking in long range terms,

~ indicated that negative suspi-

cions about the board could
have helped kill off a recent
school bond issue, while those
opposing the publication sug-
gestion said the bond issue
ed to get the vote out."”

~Ponder also said, "“You're
fixing to open a whole can of
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School Board Meeting

Budget Cuts To Hike School Meal Prices

tion may exist among schools
and that some people will be
critical no matter how the
money is spent.

In one of many reports, J.
Bertham King, an architect
from Asheville, showed

downward with 900 square feet
taken from corridors, but still
same number

ready mid-February, bids

March, with a construction

Former Governor Dan
Moore, chairman of the Com-
stated that the

been assessed al $2,102,234.
He said the $9 million figure
was derived by figuring the
cost of replacing all schools in
the county built before 1956.
The General Assembly has
yet to vote whethér or not the
statewide bond will come
before the people.

The board approved the hir-
ing of Green, Skidmore and
Smith to do the yearly audit.
The cost will be $6,800 and the
renewal is subject to approval
of the Local Government Com-
misgion. Green, Skidmore and
Smith also serve as auditors
for the county.

Edwards reported to the
board that they have $154,651
left from the 1973 bond issue,
according to Lacy Presnell, of
the: Division of School Plann-
ing. He said after the meeting
that the money was earmark-
ed for the Marshall-Walnut
School along with state funds

and money from flood damage
to the old Marshall School. He
said that eventually the new
school will have some 800
students.

The board discussed pur-
chasing a work truck for
Aaron Ponder, supervisor of
maintenance for the schools’

buildings, and a car to replace
an older car for Vernon
Ponder, principal at Laurel
Elementary School. The board
decided that Vernon Ponder

could purchase a car the
board currently has for **what

(Continued On Page 3)

Day Care Director Praises Parents

By KEVIN MORLEY

Wanda Allen, director of the Marshall
Day Care Center, has one word to
describe the parents of the children who
attend her center — ‘“‘fantastic.”

Sitting in her office at the new center
on Long Branch Road she described
their efforts as above and beyond the
call of duty, significantly adding to the
quality of the program. For example;
parents raised $600 through bake sales,
rummage sales, and raffies, spent $225

All parents are involved in one way or
another but their efforts are coor-
dinated by a fund raising committee.
Those on the committee include Betty
Bridges, chairman, who,
pointed out, personally made 50
Christmas stockings that were given to
the youngsters at the center. Debbie
Williams is the secretary, Julia
Williams is the treasurer, and
son, Darlene Evans, Edwina Mintz, and

Cheri Henderson.

on Christmas gifts for each child at the

center, raised money to install an air
conditioner donated by French Broad
EMC, and filled in as substitute
teachers on a purely voluntary basis

saving the center over $300.

“We're not a free day care center”
Wanda pointed out, *‘parents pay on a
sliding scale according to income" and
the fact that they do so much for the

Governor Hunt on Dec. 16.
Each of the alternatives calls
for a gas tax increase and

. either of them would finance

estimated maintenance
budgets of more than $300
million in fiscal 1981-82 and
1982-83. The maintenance

N.C. Ranks 27th In Taxes On Gasoline

Christmas Party.

about them.

fiscal year, it looks like the
department will only be able
to resurface 740 miles."

He said the $118 million a
year "‘would get us back to the
2,600 mile level per year and
reduce the backlog of critical
needs by resurfacing an
estimated 1,000 miles a year,
or & total of 3,600 miles.”

actual reconstruction of
disintegrated sections of
highway... is required,”
Moore said. Reconstruction
normally costs four to five

Beyond raising money, parents
volunteer their time in the classrooms
and recently five parents took over
teacher’s duties so that the Day Care
Center staff could have a little

In what many consider to be an age of
non-involvement the parents of the
Marshall Day Care kids prove that not
to be so. Wanda Allen and the staff of
the center can’t say enough good things

Wanda

‘Good Roads State’

times as much as resurfacing.

Governor Hunt praised the
work of the commission but
said, "I will be devoting the
next several weeks to a detail-
ed study of the document... I
will make a recommendation
to the coming General
Assembly in the Spring on
what we ought to do... but
before I act on the report of
the Moore Commission, I am
going to satisfy myself that we
are saving every nickel we

The Governor went on to
point out the money and
energy saving steps the DOT
had taken so far while stating
that a continued analysis of
systems operation would con-
tinue to insure that “we are
saving every nickel possible."

Hunt invited the public to
come forth with their ideas

24 States Rank Lower

Marshall Day Care Center

Ahead ‘FOI' Road Program

In Jeopardy

about the situation and an-
nounced a toll-free number
that they can call to present
their suggestions. (That
number is 1-800-662-7952).

On the local level, Jack
Buckner of the Marshall office
of the DOT reported that their
offices are heated by wood, a
fact that he hopes will save the
tax payer’s money. He com-
mented that inflation was a
problem but that this year has
been “excellent, with lots of
the resurfacing of the Mar-
shall by-pass and the paving of
Cutshall Town Road (3.7
miles) and a section of Long
Branch Road (1.9 miles). Of
the 644 miles of state roads in
Madison County 323.7 are pav-
ed and a lot of them =nzed
resurfacing. But, Buckner
said, the heaviest traveled get

the first attention and that on-
ly so much can be done with
available funds.

The governor and the

legislature will have to take a
hard look at “‘available funds’
and all indications point to an
increase in the state gasoline
tax which hasn’'t been raised
in 12 years. In 1969 the 9 cent

‘tax on a gallon of gas
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