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hours of work during 1980 without a lost-
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Spring certainly must be the time of
year for declaring special days, weeks
and months. The news releases are
pouring in proclaiming this week or
that day or next month as state or na-
tional something-or-other time.

Last week was National Secretary
Week and last Wednesday was National
Secretary Day. And, with the women's
movement, secretaries are no longer
satisfied with being taken to lunch on
their special day. They used to settle for
the $3.95 blueplate special, but now they
wint two weeks in the Bahamas at a
mmwmm

" Governor Jim Hunt also proclaimed
Hwﬂammmm
North Carolina. Forgotten Victims
Week? 1 spent at least two days trying
to figure out if 1 had forgotten any vic-

~ tims. The first day I sank into remorse
_ over the prospects of forgetting so-
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' paign in Madison County will
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any victims to forget. The second

T decided to forget it.
is Older Americans Month in

North Carolina. I think June is National

Dairy Month. I thought about taking a
cow to lunch during June, but now cows
want two weeks in Wisconsin.

It hasn’t been proclaimed yet, but I
highly suspect that April 20-25 was Na-

tional Automobile Trouble Week, That
week my trusty Capri decided to have
multiple problems which would delight
auto repairmen enough to proclaim Na-
tional Fix It Week. Others joined in the
celebration of National Automobile
Trouble Week. Our other vehicle decid-
umwmmmuwa:

up for sale. So much for National Auto
Trouble Week.

And now they're doubling up on the
months, May is also Mental Health
Month in North Carolina. I'd take a
psychiatrist to lunch, but I can't afford
theﬂ!haddnrpmetwunmﬁ

services this week, or any other for that
matter,

All of these days, weeks and months
are set aside or proclaimed to recognize
and hemor many worthy causes and in-
stitutions, but I think it would be easy to
let this concept get out of hand. Lob-
biest in Raleigh and Congress might get
by with instituting all sorts of strange

probably like to have a National Pimple
Week and National Training Bra
Month. Then we would have to take a
pimply-faced pubescent kid to lunch.
The prospects are endless and
ridiculous.

However, I wouldn’'t object too
strenuously to someone proclaiming a
statewide or national Editor’s Week. In
fact, it 's not a bad idea. During that
week, editors would be exempt from
receiving phone calls, meeting
deadlines and explaining to Aunt Min-
nie why the 10 page article she submit-
ted concerning the cornbread and bean
supper she had for her relatives was
reduced to a 16 line, ane column article
on the social page.

Governor Hunt, are you listening?
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Nicholas Hancock
Editor

May Is Mental Health Month

lﬁpqmwm
M Carolina, and the
Health Association in
Carolina will be carry-

‘out a statewide fund rais-
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The house-to-house cam-

be coordinated by three com-  As a volunteer agency, the
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are born with or do we Most often our
our specialness? 1

specialness

collected in the Bellringer
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The Homecoming Committee was com-
posed of Wade Huey, chairman; Mrs.
James Story, Miss Billie Jean Haynie, Mrs.
Florence Ramsey, Mrs. Debbie Worley and
Lawrence Ponder.

Following is a brief history of the
church which was compiled by Mrs. James
Story:

HISTORY OF MARSHALL
BAPTIST CHURCH

Marshall Baptist Church was organized
about 1830 (exact date unknown) and was
called ““The Old River Hill Baptist Church.”
According to Outlines of History of the
French Broad Baptist Association, it was
under the influence of the Rev. John Am-
mons that the church was organized. Mr.
Ammons secured an appropriation of $75
from the Domestic Mission Board of
Marion, Ala., for support of work of the
church, and served as its pastor from
1859-1860, and from 1881-1891. The Rev.
Stephen Wallin was probably the first
regular pastor of the church.

The church was left “*homeless’’ when
property that included the church building
was purchased by a Dr. Clark just prior to
the Civil War. The church moved to the old
Chunn-Rollins house at the extreme west
end of Marshall, but worshipped there only
a short time and then was inactive for a
period of time during the war.

The next move was to the courthouse
with a church membership of 50. Later, a
“House of Worship”’ was built on Blan-

Wﬂ_ Isiand, approximately . where
& hall Elementary School is now
located. A flood in June, 1876 badly damag-

ed the church building and two years later
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building was begun in May, 1959, and the
first service in the new church was held on
Easter Sunday, April 17, 1960. A dedication
service was held the following Sunday. The =
church was debt-free by the end of 1963, and g
a note-burning service was held on Sunday
morning, Feb. 2, 1964, with three former
pastors taking part.

The church has had 46 pastors since its
beginning, 16 of whom are still living. They
are: The Reverends Horace L. Smith, Hoyt
Blackwell, Ollin Owens, Aden Childress,
Erskine V. Plemmons, W.D. Williamson,
Jarvis Teague, Dawyer D. Gross, Glen
Ramsey Jr., Jack Thomas, Albert Peverall
Jr., Glenn Whitley, Spencer LeGrand, Vin-
cent Young, Kenneth Lynch and Michael
Minnix.

Recently, the church membership
voted to change the name of the church to
‘“The First Baptist Church."”

The church has been without a regular
pastor since March of this year. The Rev.
James H. Smtthotwumvmema-vmgas
interim pastor.

' At the present time, theehm‘ch‘hsm
resident members and 84 nonsresident
members.

- Letters To The Editor

School Board Members Should Ride Bus

Editor:
. I have been watching The News Record for

' the last two months, and I like the coverage you

have been giving the board of education. I am a
taxpayer who is tired of the way the board has

been ripping off the taxpayers.

Regarding the letter in last week’s (April 23)
paper which was supposed to have been written
by eighth graders about how they thought The
News Record wasn't serving the people of
Madison County, I suspect that letter was written
by one of the political friends who doesn't like to
see the truth printed. I hope you continue to print

the voters of Madison Coun-
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make a profit, but they do in Madison County.

I think Mr. Edwards thinks more of how much
the county commissioners are going to give him
than the conditions our schools are in. I have been
to the Hot Springs, Spring Creek and Laurel
Schools and they are in bad shape. The children
get cold because the heat is turned down so low.
We could spend more money on these schools and
they would not be so hard to heat. We could lower
the ceilings and insulate them, and remove the
large windows and replace them with smaller

I bet Mr. Edwards doesn’t turn down the heat
in his office to conserve energy. Why don't the




