AT T e WOTEL TV e

WEIREPS 25 A, e -

BVt s vl el s 4

e S e

L dduahueinthem
ﬂmaﬂ-t&emmms}

Williams will present a policy recom-
mendation before the Iredell school board
Sept. 14 in the hopes that a favorable vote
will allow him to send a letter to parents of
all students saying that any student caught
with alcohol or drugs on school grounds or
at school activities may be expelled for the
rest of the year. Williams’ new policy would
“‘clear up confusing and inconsistent
punishment standards™ now existent in the
school system.

Under current policy, Williams said, in-
dividual school principals decide how to
punish students caught breaking the rules
pertaining to having drugs or alcohol at
school. The new policy would set uniform
punishment procedures throughout the
system.

We think the uniform rule policy is a
good idea, and the fact that Williams is tak-
ing a firm stand against having alcohol and
drugs at school is encouraging.

Even though there seems to be a trend
statewide toward increased beer and liquor
usage among teen-agers, and a slight
decrease in illegal drug use, the problem of
drug abuse is still very real in the state’s
public schools. Virtually no school system is
immune, whether it likes to admit it or not.

Other Editors Say

other facilities provided by the “system.”
It’s not a pretty picture, and any experience
of that sort will convince you that risking a
child to drug involvement can be as
dangerous as playing a freindly game of
Russian roulette.

So we applaud Superintendent Williams
for taking a firm stand in Iredell County.
Taking a strong, no-nonsense approach to
discouraging the presence of drugs and
alcohol in the schools — along with remin-
ding parents of their role in preventing drug
abuse — should make illegal drugs less ac-
cessable to the kids there. If the school
board adopts the policy, and we think it
should, and it prevents even one student
from becoming involved with drugs, then it
will have been well worth the minute effort
to vote “‘yes.”” An ounce of prevention...

Sen. Clarke Wrong To Close Meeting

State Sen. James McClure Clarke’s
ought to have known better than to exclude
reporters from a Monday Meeting concern-
ing the Orthopedic School at Thoms
Rehabilitation Hospital. Clarke's decision
ﬂayedfutandlouoewiththestateOpen
Meetings Law. =

Under the Open Meetings Law, a
gathering of a school board committee is
considered a meeting of the board, and
meetings of the board, under the letter and
spirit of the statute, are to be open.

The meeting at issue concerned public
business — the return of classrooms recent-
ly taken by Thoms for hospital space. (A
compromise was reached behind closed
doors.) Public money is involved in
operating the Orthopedic School. And while
the hospital may be considered a private in-
stitution, the presence of the school commit-
tee discussing a very public matter placed
the meeting into the category of public
business. Even the status of the hospital
under the law has to be guestioned, too,
because it receives public funds.

Senator Clarke’s conduct is a bit mysti-

fying, but it may be explained by the fact
that he was caught between competing in-
terests. He is a member of the Thoms’
board of trustees and chairman of the
special hospital committee, and that role
won out over his position as a represen-
tative of the people. Of all local politicians,
Jamie Clarke, a former newspaperman,
should appreciate the importance of open
meetings when the public’s business is at
issue.

In sum, the senator, who is running
hard for the Democratic nomination for
Congress, has disappointed his friends and
admirers by calling a closed meeting.

- This is only the latest in a series of clos-
ed meetings by governmental groups
across the state. If the Open Meetings Law
is to have any clout, Tar Heels are going to
have to stand up and demand that public of-
ficials abide by the letter and spirit of the
law. For more is involved in all of this than
the media’s interest. The public’s interest is
at stake, and Tar Heels should tell their of-
ficials as much. :

—The Asheville Citizen
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By POP STORY
anyone has a simple remedy of how to get
rid of the weed, I'd appreciate it if you
would let me know.
One of the most interesting displays
I've ever seen is now in the library window
on Main Street here. The title of the display
is “The Forgotten Leisure Town Of the
Rich’’ — Hot Springs. The display includes
numerous historical pictures and awards
won by Hot Springs. Hot Springs, once na-
tionally known for the hot springs, the
magnificent hotel, the beautiful hotel
grounds, etc., is still a natural location for
development and growth.
As far as I know, the hot springs which
I've often written about how fast kudzu  originate in the French Broad River, are
grows, covering ground, trees, and still productive but must be repiped from
anything else in its path. This is especially  the river as it was in years past. The once
true up at my house. In past years I'vebeen  world-known resort can again abe a reality
able to keep it pretty well under control but  with enough money, vision, rebuilding, and
this past spring and summer I've been han-  interest. The natural beauty, terrain, and
dicapped by physical ailments. Fortunate-  gcenery still lends itself to development.
ly, Joe Eads let his horses graze on part of -
the kudzu-covered property and the horses Labor Day — Monday — was one of the
did a fine job. " quietest days I've ever experienced in Mar-
I'm not the only person, however, who  ghall. Very few places were open for
has been plagued by the ever-growing kud-  business. The only “activity’’ noticed
zu which grows so fast you can almost hear  ground here was that of a number of
it grow. The above picture is indicative of  campers on the island which surrounded the
the way the stuff grows. The once inhabited  outfield. “French Broad River Week,"
house located on Frisby Branch is almost  which is being observed here this week, did
completely engulfed by kudzu. Fortunately,  create some interest. Without this, Labor
no one lives in the house as can be attested  Day could have certainly been a Non-Labor
by the picture I made a few days ago. If  pay.
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Recent Independent Study Shows
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Copy Deadline

Deadline for submitting Memorials,
Cards of Thanks, Personal Notes, Hospital
Notes, Church News and Special An-

nouncements to THE NEWS-RECORD is
Noon on Fridays.

Clean Up Efforts Begin Sept.14

In a continuing effort tohelp  Gov, Jim Hunt proclaimed highway system,” said W.R. |
cut the costs of maintaining Sept.14-18 as “Clean Up Litter “Bill"
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