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David WY!“» lrinr.lpll at Madison
High School, and school board member
Ed Gentry both said they had no com-
ments to make regarding the survey
results. Dr. Bobby Jean Rice, super-
visor of county schools, also declined
comment, saying she “‘doesn’t like to be
quoted by newspapers.”

J.C. Wallin, principal at Hot Springs
Elementary School, said, ''no comment
really, other than it was a weak smat-
tering of responses.” He said he didn't
feel 130 responses were enough to have
an accurate assessment of the public’s
opinion.

Marshall Elementary Principal Fred
Haynie said he had no comment to
questions about the public’s attitude
toward the local schools, and added,
“From the survey, 1 really can't tell
what the attitude of the public is.”

School board chairman Bobby
Ponder, Superintendent Robert L. Ed-
wards and board member Gerald
Young had the most to say about the
survey per se, and a little about the
public's attitude and concerns regar-
ding the school system.

Referring to the 139 respondents lo
the survey, Ponder said, “'There's real-

ly not enough percentage there lo give

you much of an idea’’ about the public’s .

opinion. He said he considered 139
responses '‘not very much participa-
tion."

Commenting on the public's concern
about *“‘unqualified teachers and
substitutes,”’ Ponder said, “I wonder
who they think we've got thal's not cer-
tified. Out of 103 (regular classroom)
teachers, they've all got A certificates
or better. Only one has a B certificate.”
Ponder said he would *'put our leachers
above any."”

When asked if he, as a school official,
planned on addressing or investigating
any of the problems the public mention-
ed in the survey, Ponder said, "1 don'l
really see that there is anything to in-
vestigale. We're always striving to do
better, and in the past few years we've
come a long way."

Ponder concluded with, “*It's sort of
funny that out of the five board
members, the only one that received a
decent rating was the one that didn't
have time, or didn't take time, to go
vote a few years ago when we had a
school board referendum.’” (According
to the survey, Young received the
highest rating based on the public's opi-
nion of his performance over the past
two years.)

“I really have no comments on it,”
said Edwards, but the superintendent
went on to say hearing from "‘about .04
percent” of The News Record's 3,500

——Who Participated In Survey? —

circulation was ‘‘nel really a true
evaluation.' (It was pointed out to Ed-
wards that the correct figure was 3.9
percent of the total circulation.)

Edwards noted that the survey show-
ed 81 of the 139 respondents had attend-
ed school board meetings, and “a lot of
these people didn't get what they
wanted, so you can count that in the
negative position,”" he said.

When asked if he thought the public
had an accurate assessment of the pro-
blems in the schools, Edwards replied,
““No. We rate better than they're giving
us credit for, according to people in the
education field,"

Why, then, did the people respond as
they did? ‘“Maybe for not getting their
children released to Buncombe County
is one thing,” Edwards answered,
“They've probably had some run-in
with the previous boards of edueation,
such as (the issue of) building the Mar-
shall School on the island. People have
even blamed me with it, and that hap-
pened before I was born,” he said.

Asked if he planned to investigate any
of the problems mentioned in the poll,
Edwards said, "1 think when I have a
principals’ meeling we certainly will
not ignore what (The News Record) has
printed. The principals can also run a
survey in their schools and see what the
children think about it. The children are
the ones who can tell you more about
what's going on in the school system,
but the parents are the ones that pay
the taxes.”

He said results from tests given Lo
students were an indication that the
local system didn’t deserve the rather
low rating placed on the system by
survey respondents. ““When you start
looking at the many phases of the
system, we're certainly not on the bot-
tom," he said.

I have no qualms with the poll —
it's just an opinion,” Edwards said.
“The present board of education was
elected by the people and when the elec-
tion comes, if this (survey) is a true

analysis of il, then they
privilege to change il."”
Board member

people gol to say some things that
maybe they've been wanting to say for
a long time."

I wasn't surprised al the things peo-
ple thought about our schools,”” he said
“They may not have covered them all
{problems), but they have said whal
they think, And, I think we have some

have the

Young said he
thought the survey '‘made a lot of peo-
ple think about some things, and some

cials Mum On Opinion Results

problems or 1 would never have run for
the board of education,”” he added.

Young said he would like to see the
school board discuss some of the pro-
blems mentioned in the sarvey with the
schools’ administrative staffs, “and 1
would personally like to look more in
depth at some of the things the people
said about our school system."

““But I'm just one board member, and
whether we can, or will, do anything I
don’t know,”” Young said.
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By NICHOLAS HANCOCK

The '‘typical’’ respondent to the Public
School Opinion Survey conducted recently
by The News Record was a 42-year-old
woman with three years of college educa-
tion, according to statistical informaton re-
quested at the end of the survey.

However, construction of a model
representative from statistical figures
gives only a limited picture of the 139 per-
sons who participated in the public opinion
poll. !

In all, 80 women and 59 men took part in
the survey which indicated Madison County
residents are less than happy with their
local school system and would make some
changes regarding ''politics in the schools,
poor quality of teachers, and poor ad-

‘The youngest respondent was 19 and the

oldest was 75. The majority of the

respondenis.were in a 30 to 45 age bracket.

Two of the respondents indicated hav-
ing less than a ninth grade education, but 39
percent said they had some high school
(grades 9-12) with 33 percent saying they
had completed the 12th grade. Thirty-threc
percent indicated having some college
education and 20 percent said they com-
pleted four years of college. One quarter (25
percent) of the respondents said they had
compleled one or more years of post college
study. (Two respondents did net indicate
their education level.)

The survey, designed to determine the
public’'s atltitude toward the local public

Three Of Four Vehicles Damaged Friday

Vandals Damage Four
In High School Parking Lot

By NICHOLAS HANCOCK

Four automobiles belonging
to Madison High School
students were damaged late
Friday afternoon in what ap-
peared to be an act of van-
dalism in the parking lot of the
high school.

Madison County Sheriff
E.Y. Ponder said the vehicles
belonged to Larry Howell,

the football team traveled to
Rosman for a game.
Investigation al the scene of
the incident revealed that so-
meone had apparently ramm-
ed the cars with another vehi-
cle. A 1976 Mustang owned by
Howell was hil in the right
rear and slammed into the left
front of Kramer's 1976
Chevrolet Monza which was
shoved into the right rear of

ministrative leadership™
Lposilion to do so.

if they were in a

school system, was conducled by The News
Record Sept. 3-12.

Keith Kramer, Chris Wilde, the
and Marlon Franklin, all

Hundreds Enjoy’ ‘Riverfest’

students at the high school.
The cars had been left in the
parking lot at the school when

Wilde. It
Volkswagon owned
Franklin had been
separately

1979 Mustang owned by
appeared the

Public Meetings

A series of public meetings will be held
Sept. 28 through Oclt. 1 for the purpoese of
discussing the sewer system construction
project for the Town of Marshall.

It is requested that the residents attend
the meeting for their area as follows: Mon-
day, Sept. 28 — Walnut Creek and Hill
Street area; Tuesday, Sept. 29 — Rollins

area; Wednesday, Sept. 30 — Rector Corner

area; Thursday, Oct. 1 — Redmon Road —
Roberts Hill area.
All meetings will begin at 7 p.m. al
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A note, thought to be written
by the vandals, was left on the
windshield of Howell's car.

Sheriff Ponder said Satur-
day he had no estimate of the
cost of repairing the damage
done to the vehicles, and his
investigation of the incident
was still underway.

Madison High School Prin-
cipal David Wyatt said Sun-
day he didn’t know if the van-
dalism was perpetrated by
“students, oulsiders or what,”
and he added that in the
future, the school administra-
tion “will do whatever is

Cars

necessary to stop such things"
from happening on school pro-
perty.”

A passer-by, who had been
jogging at the high school,
reporied seeing the damaged
cars at 5:30 p.m. Wyatt said
the football team left  for
Rosman on activity buses
aboul 4 p.m. Friday. Howell,
Kramer ‘and Wilde are
members of the football team.

A high school janitor, Qvie
Ammons, lold Ponder he
heard no unusual noises oul-
side the building while he was
still in the school.

J. Davis Flles

Jackie Davis, incumbent
Marshall alderman, filed as a
candidate Thursday lo seek
his third term on the town
council.

Davis, 46, and a Marshall .

native, said he felt *‘it is im-

portant at this time” to'run




