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| Commuuity Development Contest
Greater Ivy Sweeps Awards

By NICHOLAS HANCOCK
Editor

Madison's Greater Ivy community
walked off with three first-place coin-
munity development awards in county
competition Thursday night, and will
bécome a strong contender in area
competition which will be judged this
week in the Western North Carolina
Community Development Association
contest.

Area competition awards will be
presented at a banquet Dec. 5 at Innon
the Plaza in Asheville.

The county awards were presented at
the annual recognition dinner held at
the Greater Ivy Community Center at
Beech Glen. Over 70 representatives of
county community development clubs

_ were on hand to participate in'the pro-
gram and hear keynote speaker, Dr
Don Anderson, associate dean of com-
munity development at Mars Hill Col-
lege.

Greater Ivy captured first place
awards in overall Community Develop-
ment, Division C (200 or more
residents); Beautification and Youth
Division.

Sleepy Valley took first place in Divi- .

sion A (100 families or less) in Com-
munity Development, and Walnut was
first place winner in Division B (101 to
200 families).

Other winners 'in the Beautification
category were Mars Hill, second place;
Upper Laurel, third place; and Walnut,
fourth place. Mars Hill also placed se-
cond in the Youth Division, and Sleepy
Valley received a special merit award
in the Youth Division.

Robert Bailey of Upper Laurel won -

“first place in the Mobile Home
category, and Phil Fox of Mars Hill
Recognized as outstadding in-
dividuals who have made contributions

Dr. Don Anderson

to their community and the county,
Mrs. Annie Fox and Rev. David Allman
were chosen Woman and Man of the
Year. Both are from the Upper Laurel
community.

In his address, Anderson.said that
while the awards program was “‘a
celebration of the accomplishments of
the past year,” citizens of the county
should focus their attention on three
fundamental needs in the county for the
future, Those needs, he said, are get-
ting young people involved in the com-
munity, taking- care of the growing
number of elderly persons in the coun-
ty, and creating and maintaining a
diversified economic base for the coun-
ty.

He said figures show that many of the
county’s young people grow up and
leave the county and that much of the
county's population growth in recent
years is the result of in-migration of
adults. He called the need to get young
people involved in the community a
“fundamental urgency,” and indicated
that providing them with jobs and get-
ting 'them actively involved would slow
the out-migration of the county's youth.

Anderson said youth involvment
could start with allowing youth to
become involved with volunteer ser-
vices in the community. He said
volunteerism is a “‘normal and ex-
pected part of being a citizen.”

‘““Neighboring and caring must be
done by neighbors. There’'s no other
way to do it. Paid staffs shouldn't be do-
ing it,” he said.

Anderson said it's up to the communi-
ty volunteer to help provide many of the
services that face budget cuts in the
future.

Madison County ranks 27th out of the
state’s 100 counties in the number of
doctors per 10,000 population, and 62nd
in the state in infant mortality rate, ac-
cording to Anderson. And with young
people migrating oul, and older people
migrating in, the county’s elderly
population is steadily growing, He said
there is a growing need to provide pro-
per care for the elderly.

He said studies have shown where
communities have based their
economies on one industry or source of
income, there has inevitably been
economic hardship. He called on com-
munity leaders. to. sitive.for a diver-
sified economic base in the county.

‘*We want to nurture small industry,”
he said, “and we need to keep
agriculture also.”

Powell Resigns Medical
Consultant Post Monday

By NICHOLAS HANCOCK
Editor

'Dr. Charles H. Powell submitted a
letter of resignation to the Madison
County Board of Health and to county
commissioners Monday stating he was
resigning his seat on the board and his
position as medical consultant to the
county heaith department effective im-
mediately ' ;

Powell cited a resolution adopted at
the Nov. 6 commissioners meeting and
Commijssioners James Ledford and
Virginia Anderson’s “'Concern with my
failure as a private physician to-admit
patients to the new Madison Manor nur-
sing facility” as reasons for his resigna-
tion. (See letters to the editor on Page

department.

Powell has said Morton delivered a
message of a different kind to him dur-
ing the latter part of August when Led-
ford sent word that the fee would be
reinstated if Powell would agree to ad-
mit patients to Madison Manor.

Ledford, who also serves as chair-
man of the board of health and as a
director of Madison County Convales-
cent Center, Inc. (the parent organiza-
tion of Madison Manor), has neither
denied nor confirmed that he sent such
word to Powell,
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the commissioners unanimously
adopted a resolution instructing county
attorney Larry Leake lo approach the
Hot Springs Health Program about pro-
viding a medical consuitant for the
county. The resolution also authorizes
the county to enter into a contract with
mmmum-m
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Ledford said,
have acted on the motion for the resolu-
tion, the motion has been approved and
it stands. That's the law.”

Powell again objected saying the
commissioners initiated the resolution
and acted on it withoul consalting the
board of health.

Ledford said, '‘State law says the
county commissioners can change any
board they want to at any time for the
benefit of the people of the county.”

“Well, if you're not going lo use the
board that you've got now, then that
would probably be a wise thing to to,”
Powell said.

huhsacumatthemmiuhners
meeting, the commissioners":

® Approved the hiring of Marilyn
Rice as meal site manager at Mars Hill.

® Appointed Joan Caldwell to the

“The commissioners

SPECIAL MERIT AWARD — Charlie Davis,
10, (left) receives the special merit award in
the Youth Division for the Sleepy Valley
Community at Thursday night’s county com-

Anderson concluded by saying com-
munity development activities were
“crucial’’ to the county and perhaps the
most significant need here is an “in-
creased sense of communily.”

He said the principal goal of com-
munity development should be a pro-

.cess "'that will make us be more caring .

and neighborly.” The increase in size of
political and economic organizations
leads to a decrease in small scale
organizations such as the family-owned
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store, the locally owned bank and the
community church, he said.

The price we pay for an increase in
political and economical organizations
is the destruction of community ties, he
said.

A total of 35 communities in 17 coun-
ties will be judged this week in the WNC
Community Development Centest. In

" addition to holding top honors for com-

munily improvements, the winners will
share more than $10,000 in prizes when
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awards are handed out Dec. 5 at the Inn
on the Plaza.

Greater Ivy will be éompeting in

Division C of the contest and Walnut-

Brush Creek and Sleepy Valley in Divi-
sions B and A respectively.

The WNC Community Developmen| &

Program is in its 32nd year and i$ co-
sponsored by the WNC Development

Association and the N.C. Agricultural =~ |

Extension Service.
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