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By NICHOLAS HANCOCK Cutshall, a native of the Laurel area  board which had scheduled a called tivities for individual gain.” cipal.” The growpsaid the T3sigaatires  nellRYE Shotas . IS
Editor and a teacher in the Asheville city meetihg. Monday night at the cour- Mrs. Sonnie Gosnell, who said her son  represent about 60 percent of the total  Ponder lives in the Ehb'a'(.‘hapele;::‘l
Forty-five “discontented” parents of schools, as principal for the coming  thouse. The board met to have a closed had been abused by a teacher three  pumber of parents with children at  munity, they said.
children at Laurel Elementary School school year. et o executive session to discuss personnel years ago, said she had been to Laurel. Leonard Gosnell said board chair-
mm‘l no action on

requests, which were heard in a 4

and approve recommendations for hir-

Superintendent Robert L. Edwards

Mrs. Gosnell said the board's first

man Bobby Ponder told the five

Board of Education Monday to ing teachers for the 1982-83 school year.  about the matter, but was referred  remark to the group was that the prin-  representatives in executive session

; : the the minute executive session from five Leonard Gosnell, a spokesman for the back to the principal. She said she cipal is tenured. “I told them I'm not in- that he couldn’t tell them exactly what
m'..,‘ m'mmhw’,” representatives of the group, and they  group, told The News Record after the wrote a letter o the principal about the  terested in tenure; I'm interestedinmy the board would do, but that the board
years and to request the removal of the declined to make any public comments  meeting, ““We came here because of our incident and was subsequently referred  two children, and that's what would assure them that they would

been carrying out his duties,
spokesmen for the group said they call-
ed for Ponder's removal and specifical-
ly requested that the board hire Charles

about particular complaints voiced by
Bobby Ponder said he told the group
that “‘regardless of whether it was Ver-
non Ponder or whoever went over there
(at Laurel School) with all the people
cooperating together, they could have a

The parents, most of whom live in the
Sodom community, descended on the

discontent with the way school is being
conducted at Laurel Elementary
School."

Gosnell said the group’s discontent
had been prompted over the past
several years by “actual child abuse,
unsanitary conditions of the bathreoms
and the lunch room, deplorable food
that the children have been given, and
use of the school for entertainment ac-

Farm Credit Service
Elects 3 Directors

Stockholders of Farm Credit Service of
Asheville met in Mars Hill Friday night and re-
dochdﬂnwdhtetmtomem-mmm
association boards at the company’s annual

meeting. - group make short, intermediate and long-term e s g
Wade Huey of Marshall and Roy Browning of loans to farmers, growers and ranchers in 14 crisis and exhorted the
Cantmmmduuhmmmm western North Carolina counties, according to Republican faithful to keep be-

as directors of the Mountain Production Credit Jacob F. Grigg, president of Farm Credit Service. L
Association. Farm Credit Service serves over 4,000 farm 100 of the Republican faithful
at Asheville's Sheraton Motor

Rogers.

Directors retaining production credit associa-
tion boards seats are Hill, Waldroup, Sluder and

The land bank and the production credit

to Owen Fish, who sent her to Edwards,
who sent her back to the principal, who
sent her back to Fish, who sent her to
Bobby Ponder. *“They did nothing,"” she
said.

The group said they complained to
the board about numerous incidences
and situations at the school and
presented the board with a petition
signed by 73 parents which stated they
are “‘dissatisfied with the job Vernon
Ponder is doing as principal at Laurel
School,” and “we are asking the board
of education to remove him as prin-

everybody else here agrees with,” she
said.

Other members' of the group com-
plained that the situation at Laurel
School has bothered them for the past
five years or more and that they had
banned together to seek a remedy. “It's
a sore that's getting festered,” one
group member said.

The group said they specifically re-
quested the hiring of Charles Cutshall
as principal because he is originally
from the Laurel area and had indicated
a willingness to move back to the com-

have a good school next year.

The board declined an offer to com
ment about the group’s complaints and
requests after adjournment, but schoo
board attorney Larry Leake made a
brief statement saying the board is pro-
ud of Laurel School and invites the news
media to visit the school, unannounced.

“The board is sure that the news
media will find the administrative staff
of Laurel School more than happy to
show them around the building and
answer any questions about the opera-
tion of the school facility,” Leake said.

Helms Defends
Falkland Position

Jesse Helms came to
Asheville for lunch Saturday.
On this leg of the rubber

Inn, Helms echoes his .
Nzlﬂn& outlined in & seit-
" “SuthBred article in ‘“The
Spotlight,” a Washington
weekly tabloid, copies of
which were circulated at
Saturday's luncheon.

In the article, Helms
declared that ‘‘U.S.
Diplomacy has failed in allow-
ing even a highly regarded

European Ally (Great Bri-
tain) to display force in the
South Atlantic, thereby

Waynesville, i '
Entertainment at the annual stockholders
meeting, held in Mars Hill College’s Moore
Auditorium, was provided by Archie Campbell,
veteran star of CBS-TV's “Hee Haw" and by The
Pilgrims, a country/gospel group from Lincolnton
that now works out of Nashville. Jt

The two associations form Farm Credit Ser-
vice, an organization of western North Carolina
farmers which lends money to farmers.

Directors retaining seats on the land bank
board are W. Mack Rogers, Buncombe County;
Lon Sluder, Madison County; and Foy Hill of
Henderson County.

Helms

report to the people column

o

Rest Home Operator Named
In Son’s Paternity Suit

vision over him," and allowed himtobe  child. r \
a surrogate father for Mrs. Herndon’s Three lawsuits filed on behalf of three s
child, the lawsuit said. former residents of the unlicensed rest  Three directors were re- have no control over, such as _ 3
ot et e, Mrs. Herndon, 25, gave birth toa girl _home seek about $350,000 in damages  elected to the French Brond (axes and interest. deprecis. e eop e AS
on Feb. 15, 1981, according to a birth  from Mrs. Graham. EMC Board of Directors tion, and purchase power. In
and ificate. The birth certificate names Her son is a defendant in one lawsuit . without opposition at the An- 1981 only 16.7 cents out of each :
four Der husband as the father. in which he is accused of beating a nual Meeting of the Members dollar was left to pay for the "l\ll’*hlhlmlnllndh .
For an undisclosed time since the ~woman who lived at the Graham Boar-  Saturday, April 17, rest of our operations,” Tolley |  pocerd, The public may submit gocstions on """H
e e lawsy ‘ Home in the Mush area of id : ; S 5 T -
child’s birth, the lawsuit said, “the ding | the Sandy 3 Elected were Novile C. said. subject by calling 649-2741 or by mailing them to The
: oy Madison County. Court records shoW = Hawkins of Madison County, Heassuredthemembersthe |  pognte Ak The News Record. P.0. Box 369, Marshall,
that Graham reportedly helped his Warren Buchanan of Mitchell Cooperative would continue N.C. 28753,
mother run the unlicensed rest home. County and Carl Ramsey of its efforts to be as efficient as 3
- Asheville rest home operator Wayne Unicoi County, Tent possible in all of its operations
" Wells is a' codefendant with Mrs.  The

received a vasectomy in 1977, records

“‘Mildred Graham was negligent in
that while serving as guardian for
defendant Ronnie Graham she failed to
exercise any effective control or super-

Ny

of Social Services had paid $508 to sup-
port the child as of March 31, the
lawsuit said.

The lawsuit contends that the defen-
dants ‘“‘are amply able to pay
reasonable sums for the support” of the

Graham in another lawsuit for alleged-
-an one of his rest home

MOUNTAIN TOYS — Wayne Davis, 10, of
Marshall, plays with one of the many hand-
made toys on display at the French Broad
EMC Annual Meeting Saturday at Madison
High School. The toys were carved and
crafted by Lloyd Fish of Betsy’s Gap at the

head of Spring Creek.

EMC Directors

Re-elected

and urged members to con-

Photo by N. Hancock

the islands.”

Also liberally circulated
during the pre-luncheon con-
fabs were copies of the Moun-  That's a good gquestion,”
tain Lakes Shopper, a right- said Helms, declining to
wing tabloid where Helms'

polarizing the Americas.”
Helms has championed the
Argentine position in the
crisis, saying that that coun-
try "“was history on its side’' in
the dispute, and that “...the
best policy is to recognize
Argentine sovereignty over

from the president of the
American Pistol and Rifle
Association and a private col-
umnist calling for abolish-
ment of the Federal Reserve
System.

In a question and answer
session following lunch,
Helms was asked ““What's go-
ing to be our (the GOP’s)
game plan for 19847"

answer in detail.

shared billing with editorials |
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