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Quality Education Is Top Citizen Priority

Citizens in Madison County
ranked “'good quality educa-
tion for our children’’ as their
top goal for the state's future,
in response to the North
Carolina 2000 citizen question-
naire distributed in the county
and across the state in March.

Ranked second by local
citizens was ‘“‘enough good
job,” and third, “keeping

The questionnaire was part
of the NC 2000 long-range plan-
ning project. It was done to get
citizens thinking about their
own agendas for North

Carolina’s future, to give state
officials a sense of local
priorities, and to get citizens
participating in the discussion
of where we are headed as a
state.

The questionnaire was spon-
sored by the Commission on
the Future of North Carolina,
which directs the project, and
NC 2000 county committees. It
was distributed to citizens
through libraries, schools,
banks, and civic clubs and
reprinted in many
newspapers.

Questionnaire results were

released by Governor Jim
Hunt, who initiated the NC
2000 project in 1981 and by
UNC President William Fri-
day, chairman of the Commis-
sion on the Future.

““We received 112,000
replies, which I think is
refreshing evidence that peo-
ple do care enough about their
state to volunteer their
answers lo the guestionnaire
and spend 20 cents to send
them in," said Hunt,

Statewide, North Caroli-
nians listed as their chief
priorities for the future:

® Good quality education
for our children

& Enough good jobs

® Adequate protection from
crime

@ Fair system of taxes

® Adequate affordable
housing

The questionnaire presented
22 areas of future concern and
asked citizens to list the 10
they thought were most im-
portant. Citizens were then
asked to indicate the areas in
which improvement is most
needed and the areas which
should be preserved as they

are,
Citizens said the most im-
portant area to improve was
job availability. At the same
time, they said they did not
want to see the state backslide
in maintaining farmland or
agriculture and that they did
not want the quality of the en-
vironment to deteriorate.
Similar questions were ask-
ed in a scientific survey, con-
ducted as part of the annual
spring survey of the Office of
State Budget. According to
Hunt the results were substan-
tially the same, including the

number one goal of good quali-
ty education.

Friday said that the results
from both surveys would be
considered by the Commission
as they study all the informa-
tion they have received and
formulate their recommenda-
tions, ‘“The results of this
survey will help us ensure that
people from all of North
Carolina will be heard,” said
Friday.

“The role of local govern-
ments will be increasingly im-
portant in the coming years,
and it's important that local

leaders have this feedback
from their citizens as they
make decisions about local
schools, industries, taxes and
other issues," said Hunt.

Friday said that the Com-
mission on the Future would
be focusing its attention over
the next several months on the
development of recommenda-
tions. On December 67, the
Commission will host a state
conference in Raleigh to give
citizens the opportunity to
review preliminary recom-
mendations from the Commis-
sion.
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. Dr. Schroeder and Dr. Coverdale

Health Program
Adds 2 Physicians

pediatrician

Both doctors are graduates
of the University of
Dr. Schroeder did his
undergraduate work at the

The couple come to Madison

_band is sometimes referred

to by his patients as ‘““Mr. Dr.
Coverdale.”

medicine here in the moun-
tains. Dr. Schroeder said,
“We've always been in-
terested in rural medicine.
The prospect of having sup-
port from the community
and working with excellent
people attracted us to
Madison County.

The proximity of Asheville
was also a factor in the doc-
tor's decision. Dr. Schroeder
“*Asheville has a

Weekend Tragedies Claim
3 Madison County Lives

Three Madison County
residents died this weekend
in separate accidents. One
man died Saturday morning
from a self-inflicted wound
and two men died in traffic
accidents,

On Friday evening, Ralph
Ponder of Rt. 2 Marshall suf-

. fered a gunshot wound to the

head in the family’s home.

Ponder was rushed (o

Memorial Mission Hospital
where he remained in
critical condition until he
died on Saturday at 10:35
a.m,

Ponder, 26, was a native of
Madison County and the son
of Zeno Ponder of Marshall,
A graduate of North
Carolina State University,
he was employed by the N.C.
Department of Transporta-

tion.

Early Sunday morning, a
single-car crash of U.S. 25-70
claimed the life of 19-year
old Daniel Alan Quinn of
Walnut Creek Rd., Marshall,
State Highway Patrol
Trooper M.L. Brock

several times. Both Quinn
and a passenger in the vehi-
cle, Roger Meadows, 18, also
of Walnut Creek Rd., were
transported by ambulance to
Memorial Mission Hospital.
Quinn was pronounced dead
in the hospital emergency
room at 4 a.m. Meadows suf-

The Highway Patrol
reported that Frank Allen,

Saturday Night Shooting Mars Rock Festival

A shooting incident Satur-
day night at the Mountain
Rock N' Roll Festival left
one Charlotte man
hospitalized and another in
the Marshall jail over the
weekend.

The sheriff’s department
reported that the shooting
took place at approximately
7 p.m. on the festival
grounds. Richard Clayton

Hot

Three Hot Springs men
charged last month with
assault with a deadly

Stanley, 24, of 3707 Avalon
Dr., Charlotte was shot once
with a pistol by an assailant
who then fled the festival
grounds.

Eyewitnesses on the scene
were able to get the license
plate number of the vehicle
the assailant fled in and
reported the plate to Sheriff
E.Y. Ponder. The vehicle
was traced to a Brian MaclIn-

tosh of Charlotte. A warrant
for MacIntosh and a female
companion was sworn out by

Charlotte, early Sunday
morning. Sheriff E.Y.
Ponder went to Charlotte

and returned the suspects
Sunday afterncon.
MacIntosh is being held in
jail charged with assault
with a deadly weapon with
intent to kill. Bond had not
been set as of Monday. Susan
Beal was charged with abet-
ting a eriminal and was also
held pending bond as of Mon-
day.

Connie Lee Yates, a compa-

nion of the shooting victim,
was also taken in by police
as a state witness and releas-
ed on $1000 bond.

The shooting victim is in
Memorial Mission

was removed from the
hospital’s intensive care
ward on Monday.

Springs Trio Pleads Guilty

the Jesuit Parish in Hot Spr-
ings in May.

The presid.ing judge, Alex-
ander Lyerly, sentenced
each of the defendants to two
years in prison and suspend-
ed their sentences on condi-
tion. He also ordered each of
the three defendants to pay
court costs and pay $125 each
to the Jesuit Order to pay for
damages. He also ordered
Dean MecCarter to pay for
the costs of his court-
appointed attorney and

ordered all three men to re-
unless given written permis-

At a probable cause hearing
held Thursday in the

in the June 29 death of Ken-
neth Harris of Asheville.,

Linda Waller, who was with
Ramsey and Harris when
the incident took place,
testified at the hearing. She
told the court that, on the
night Harris died she,
Ramsey and the victim had

been drinking beer and
shooting pool at several
places in Buncombe County.
Waller testified that she and
the two men left her Madison
County home after drinking
vodka. They first stopped at
Peabody's and some




