Having faced unemployment twice in the past
18 months, we are no stranger to the problems fac-
ed by these many million Americans. The pro-
blems are many and a number of the evils of
unemployment are not clearly understood by
those who have never had to search for work.

The lack of money for food, rent and other
necessities is only the most apparent problem of
the unemployed. As the period of unemployment
grows longer, the self-confidence the job-seeker
first enjoyed grows dimmer. As weeks turn into
months, the first interviews become forgotten
among a long list of applications and hope turns to
despair.

We are fortunate in this country to have a
number of assistance programs which enable the
unemployed to escape starvation. Food stamps, a
program often maligned as being a haven for
chiselers, provide necessary nutrition to millions
of truly needy Americans. Unemployment in-
surance, aid to families with dependant children
and welfare assistance also provide a measure of
security to the unemployed which previous
generations did not enjoy.

Food stamps, unemployment insurance and
welfare can provide the unemployed with basic
subsistance. They cannot provide things just as
vital to a healthy life, hope and a sense of self-
worth. We all need to have a sense of our own
value as individuals that government assistance
cannot provide. Standing in long lines at Employ-
ment Security Commission offices cannot instill
hope for the future in the hearts of today’s

It is a common line of thought that those who
receive food stamps are all loafers who would
rather collect welfare than work. It is a cruel lie.
Only a fool would rather be fed from government
assistance than work for his daily bread. Most
Americans are not made that way.

It is a tendency among us to say, ‘What can I
do about it? I'm just one person.’ In some cases,
this is true. There is probably very little the in-
dividual American can do to curb inflation, stop
the spread of nuclear weaponry or clean our
waters and preserve our natural resources. We
can, however, put a dent in the terribly high rate
of unemployment by finding work for our
neighbors.

There is an inherent value in all forms of
labor, from bank president to street sweeper. A
person out of work will accept a job, no matter
how little esteem that job commands. A man with
a family who needs work doesn’t ask, ‘How much
does it pay?’ or ‘What are my benefits?’ He asks
‘When can I start?’

Take a good look around you, Mr.
Businessman, Is there a job in your company that
can be filled? If there is, don’t wait until things
improve to hire someone. Things may never im-

Employers will also be able to list their available
jobs, up to 25 words, without charge.

Larger Type

We received a call this past week from a lady
who described herself as ‘“‘an 88-year-old widowed
woman from Mars Hill.”” She called to tell me that
she enjoyed my articles very much. Of course, I
was pleased to hear that one of our readers found
my editorial column of interest. I was about to ask
her what points of the article pleased her most
when she informed me that, “I like the big print
it’s printed it. It's easier for me to read.”

It’s no matter that she wasn't excited by my
razor-sharp wit or crystal clear style. It’s good to

fun.

be appreciated, even if only for the larger type.

Her call made me realize something that pro-
bably has never occurred to a great many
newspaper editors. Those of us, like myself, who
are blessed with 20/20 vision, do not consider
those who are less fortunate. Her call has resulted
in what I believe will be an improvement in The
News Record’s style.

The bigger type she referred to is 10 point. It
would be impossible for us to print the entire
paper in this size print because it takes up too
much space that is needed for news items.
However, from now on, The News Record will pre-
sent articles of special interest to senior citizens
in this larger typeface. '

(Continued from Page 1)

mid-summer of next year.

One private citizen question-
ed what effect the bond issue
would have on the new
elementary school and
Madison High School. County
commissioner James Ledford
responded, saying, “If the
referendum fails, the county
will be forced to put in a new
system to keep the schools

open.
Letters
Dear Editor:

Another private citizen,
former Marshall mayor Wade
Henry, spoke up, saying, “I've
lived here longer than I care to
mention. I would like to see
the young people of this area
have better than what we've
had to put up with. This is a
great oppertunity for Mar-
shall and Madison County. If
we don't go through with this,
our schools will be closed.”

Those attending the meeting
made plans to get out the vote

WHAT? FIREMEN BURN HOUSE!

We usually think of firemen putting out a fire “‘Bjll” and I decided to ride around a bit just for
to save a house, However, that wasn’t the case on the fun of it. We decided to ride around Roberts
Friday night when firemen from the Marshall Hill Road from our road to the top of the hill.
volunteer department, joined by volunteer Although the trip was less than a mile, we
firemen from the Laurel volunteer department, thoroughly enjoyed it. At Joe's and Marie’s we
actually set fire to and burned what is known as turned off on P. Davis Road and stopped at Bob
the Glenn Landers house between Walnut and and Venie Davises home for a short visit. It had
Laurel River. Fire Chief Jackie Davis of the been years since I'd been up the hollow and was
MVFD was quick to report that the burning of the impressed with their neat yard and well-planned
vacant dwelling was planned as an “‘on the job landscape. I especially was impressed with their
training project.” Some 15 local firemen and five 3-tier mini-garden which contains flowers and
Laurel Firemen participated. ‘‘We used portable vegetables. Grace Connor also joined us and we
pumps and the dump tank in the exercise,” Davis had a fine visit. It just goes to show that you don’t
said. He added that in addition ot practicing fire- have to travel a long distance to see the im-
fighting techniques, the firemen also had a lot of pressive yards, homes and gardens of your
neighbors.

AN ENJOYABLE VISIT
Last Sunday night following church services,

Living And Growing

BY CARL MUMPOWER

with time, it’s almost as
lethal.
Anger is one of those

poisons. Sure, we all feel
anger at times and that's pret-

go of. When we suppress it,
hold on to it, or store it for use

destroys the container that
holds it.

Vengeance is another
poison. Related to anger, it is,
as the saying goes, a double-
edged sword. Wherever

? vengeance becomes a goal, it

quckly - becomes difficult to
tell who's trying to hack who.
Everyone involved gets hurt,
or poisoned, depending on how
you want to look at it. The Bi-
ble advises us to leave
vengeance to the Lord.
Jealousy is equally fatal.
From the moment we allow
our feelings of jealousy to run
us, we begin to lose our ability
to understand, support, and
develop ourselves. We become
victims, not participants, in
our own lives, assigning con-
trol to those we are jealous of.
The most lethal of poisons can

The News Record invites letters to the editor

1 very much appreciated
your editorial of July 28 and do

a positive contribution to
Madison County.

One of the first issues that I
believe you should address as
soon as possible is the
establishment of a ‘‘Com-
munity Wateh” system in our

and to circulate a petition and
fact sheet regarding the pro-
ject to the voters. Polls will be
open for voting on the referen-
dum on Aug. 26 from 6:30 a.m.
until 7:30 p.m. at the fire sta-
tion in Marshall.

from our readers. In order to provide space for a
variety of views, we ask that letters be limited to
fewer than 1,000 words. The News Record
reserves the right to edit all letters. Your opi-
nions on any subject are welcome, as are sug-
gestions, compliments and complaints.

do no more harm. robbing us of the strength to
Finally, there is guilt. That do anything about it. It doesn't
ever so gentle, but malicious, help us grow in our sense of
human burden that so many maturity and responsibiltiy, it
wear like a cloak of honor. We tears us down. Sort of like sip-
generally cling to guilt for one ping on a can of Drano, isn't
of three reasons. Perhaps we it?
were brought up to believe Sodon’t minute believe
that it’s an OK thing and don :mr&um'
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punishment for having com- lethal, not only emotionally,
mitted an act we are not proud but physically as well. You
emo-
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Letters must be in good taste and contain no
libelous statements. They must also be signed
and include the writer's address and/or
telephone number for verification purposes.

Send your letters to “Editor, The News
Record” P.O. Box 369, Marshall, N.C. 28753.

Steve




