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‘Spring Creek Road Urged
Board Hears Citizens’ Proposals

Members of the state
transportation board heard
from the public at a meeting of
the Transportation Improve-
ment Program held at
Madison High School on Aug.
4

Board members Zeno
Ponder and James Daniels
and deputy secretary Wesley
Webster listened as more than
a dozen public officials and
private citizens spoke out on
the problems and needs of the
area's transportation system.
Ponder and Daniels represent
District 13 which encompasses
most of the counties of
Western North Carolina.

Secretary Webster opened
the meeting by apologizing for
the absence of of
Transportation William R.

FR. ANDREW GRAVES HONORED with

Roberson Jr. Roberson was
prevented by other committ-
ments from attending the
public hearing. The deputy
secretary assured the au-
dience that his boss would
soon come to Western
Carolina for a personal look at
the area's transportation
needs.

Webster went on to relate
some of the improvements the
state Department of
Transportation has made in
the past year. He cited the
department’s saving of $40
million in construction costs in
1981 as the chief accomplish-
ment of the past year. He also
pointed to $8 million in savings
gained from the elimination of
220 jobs within the depart-

ment.

gift to Hot Springs Medical/Dental Center. L
to R Fr. Tom Gaunt, Bill Whitten, Fr. Frank
Reese, Ruth Smith, Garland Woody, and Fr.

Graves. Fr. Gaunt, Fr.

Reese and Fr. Graves

Following a slide presenta-
tion detailing the many ser-
vices provided by the Depart-
ment of Transportation, the
floor was given over o the
public for their opinions.

A large delegation of
residents from McDowell
County attended the hearing.
The group presented a
number of speakers who urg-
ed the board to approve plans
for the construction of a
bypass around Marion.

State Rep. Robert C. Hunter
and Marion Mayor Jim
Seegers urged the board to
move ahead with the plan to
divert traffic away from
Marion's main thoroughfare.
Both men cited the heavy
volume of traffic and the ef-
fect on downtown businesses

as reasons for constructing
the alternate route.

When Hunter asked the
McDowell residents in the au-
dience to stand to show their
support for the project, no less
than half the audience took to
their feet.

Several black residents of
Marion spoke out in opposition
to the route of the proposed
bypass. One speaker, Clyde
Howard, presented the board
members with a petition sign-
ed by 761 residdnts of Lhe West
Marion community in opposi-
tion to the proposed route, All
the black speakers voiced con-
cern over the effect the road
would have on the West
Marion and Cross Mill com-
munities.

Many Madison County

are associated with the Hot Springs Catholic
Church. Whitten and Ms. Smith are members
of The Community Fund Drive Committee
and Woody is Chairman of that group.

Program Receives Donation

Washington, D. C., Fr. Graves

« did move-—-15 miles west where

he started the Chapel of the
Redeemer, He has now retired
here and continues an active

honored . by 19 fellow Jesuits
last week at the Jesuit
Residence and House of

cluded in the passive solar
structure will be three ex-
amination rooms, a minor
trauma room, laboratory,
X-ray room and ancillary
rooms for medical services
and a dental unit consisting of
two operatives and ap-

residents were also in the au-
dience and spoke to the board
members. A number of Mar-
shall residents spoke out in
favor of a road to be con-
structed between the Spring
Creek area and Marshall,
Larry Leake, attorney for
the Madison County Board of
Education, read to the board
members a resolution passed
by the board during their
meeting on Wednesday morn-
ing. The resolution urged that
the Department of Transpor-
tation build a road from Hwy.
213 which would link the Spr-
ing Creek area with Marshall.
The board also asked that a
road be constructed from
Laurel River into Hot Springs.
Leake pointed out to the
board members that a bond

The Madison County Board
of Education held its regular
monthly meeting on Aug. 4 in

“+“syhe codiity cOUrtNOUSe. “The-

board made’a number ol Jdeci-
sions regarding insurance for
students and teachers, con-
sidered several requests for
transfers and approved the
creation of a music instruction
program on the elementary
school level.

The board approved a
measure which will provide
insurance to Madison County
teachers as a fringe benefit. It
also decided to terminate its
present liability insurance
policy in favor of another pro-
gram which will raise the
medical payments for
students injured while riding
on a school activity bus.

The present policy allows
for a $1,000 medical payment
in the event of injury. The
policy the board approved on
Wednesday raises that pay-
ment to $5,000.

The board was also inform-
ed by attorney Larry Leake

withheld. The funds are
unrestricted and will be used
as the board directs.

Upon learning of the addi-
tional revenue, the board
unanimously approved the

issue which financed the con-
struction of the consolidated
high school was passed after
residents of the Spring Creek
area were given assurances
that such a road would be con-
structed. He said that then-
Gov. Bob Scott told the people
of the county that such a road
would be constructed.

Leake also pointed out that
the proposed road would cut
the travel time for Spring
Creek students in half.

Dr. Fred Bentley also spoke
out in favor of the Spring
Creek project, asking the
board to “‘restore the people’s
faith in government” by
fulfilling the promise made by
Gov. Scott,

Dean Shields of Marshall
addressed the board saying,

creation of a music program
for the county elementary
schools. The board allocated

95,000 10" establish the  pro-

gram.

Vernon Ponder, principal of
the Laurel Elementary
School, addressed the board
with a number of recommen-
dations. Ponder asked that the
board approve Ollie Shelton
for the position of primary
reading aide in place of Bar-
bara Wallin, who declined the
position.

Ponder also recommended
that the board approve the hir-
ing of Daisy Franklin to a posi-
tion as a teacher in the first
and second grades and that
they accept Viola Rice as a
substitute teacher at the
school.

The board accepted all three
of Ponder's recommenda-
tions.

Bernice Wright was also ap-
proved for a position as an
aide in the Title I office.

“It's been interesting sitting
here and listening to people
speak on the problems they
have in their communities.
I'm sure that there are pro-
blems up in McDowell County,
but you ain't seen nothing yet,
until you've seen Madison
County. Take a trip over to
Laurel River or go up through
Spring Creek on 209 and you'll
know what I'm talking about.
I've been here 25 years, and
I'm appalled by the needs we
have here in Madison
County.”

Phil Elam of Mars Hill also
spoke in favor of the Spring
Creek road, telling the board,
“l came here 46'2 years ago
and 1 was told thal many a
man had been sent to the state
legislature by promising to

In other business, the board
approved a $50 expense to
enroll attorney Larry Leake in
the “N.C. School Board At-
torney's Associatiom. The
board also approved two
resolutions at the Wednesday
meeting. One resolution asked
the state transportation board
to construct a road linking the
Spring Creek area to Mar-
shall. The other resolution
commended Marshall
Elementary School students
Jennie Pegg and Carol Fox for
winning the first prize in a na-
tional history contest con-
ducted at the University of
Maryland in June.

The board also took up
David Wyatt’s request for new
school buses for Madison High
School. Wyatt told the board
that the school needs a new
bus for school activity trips.
He told the members, “1'd be
afraid to send the buses we
have now on a trip to

Raleigh.” He said a new

The board also approved 60-passenger bus and a

David Wyatt's reguest that

Diane Kingston and Debra final decision on the purchase
Ball be hired as substitute of a new bus until they receive
teachers at the high school, their funds from the county
The board was also inform- commission. The board is
ed that two new secretaries to looking into the possibility of
be hired at Madison High purchasing a used van and
School will cost $16,736 for the will take up the matter at its

- morning for the only
! 1 LD : Irl.& .

next meeting.

build a road from Spring
Creek to Marshall. I hope we
can find another way to elect
our representatives.”
Marshall Mayor Lawrence
Ponder also urged the con-
struction. He told the board,
*“The Spring Creek people sup-
ported the bond issue to build
the high school because they
were promised the new road. 1
urge you to approve the con-
struction of the road. It's need-
ed for the children’'s sake.”
Asheville Mayor Roy Tran-
tham addressed the board,
asking for improvements to
1-240 in South Asheville and
the widening of both Louisiana
Avenue and the Leciester
highway. He thanked the

(Continued on Page 2)

School Board Approves
New Music Program

By a unanimous vote, the
board also approved a new at-

tendance. policy for Madison

High Schéol students
R ing requests for
making a decision on the re-

and Matthew Green that they
be allowed to attend the Red
Oak school. It also tabled a
decision on whether or not to
allow Sharon L. Ray of
Weaverville to transfer fo
Madison High School from the
Buncombe County school
system.

The board also heard a re-
quest from Mrs. Eugene
Turner that her daughter,
Darlene Turner, be allowed to
attend Erwin High School. The
Turners live in Leicester but
their property is in Madison
County. They are employed as
custodians at Erwin High
School.

Board attorney Larry Leake
advised the board to deny the
request, The board declined to
hear the request in executive
session. Reached on Thurs-
day, Mr. Turner reported that
the board denied the request,
ordering Darlene Turner to at-
tend Madison High School.

The next regular monthly
meeting of the hoard is
scheduled for Sept. 1 at 10:30
a.m. in the county courthouse.




