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Fires and threats against Hot Springs
residents dominated the local headlines as 1982
began. On Jan. 8, the home of Hank Holmes was
destroyed by fire while Holmes and his family
were vacationing in Florida. Holmes operated a
game room and restaurant in Hot Springs.

The first edition of 1982 also reported that
three Hot Springs residents had been receiving
threatening telephone calls. The threats includ-
ed having homes and property destroyed. The
following week, the News Record reported a
number of hoaxes involving false adver-
tisements of homes in the Hot Springs area.

The weather also commanded headlines
last January as temperatures plunged below
zero throughout the county.

A Madison County nursing home operator,
Mildred Graham, was charged with operating a
home without a license. In a January court ap-
pearance, she pleaded not guilty.

Politics played a big part in 1982 headlines.
The county sheriff's race heated up when
Sheriff E.Y. Ponder announced he would seek
another term. Ponder’s announcement brought
a withdrawal from the Democratic race. Roger
D. Haynie withdrew when Ponder announced
his candidacy. Republican W.R. Lisenbee
entered the Republican primary. A former
Marshall town policeman, Lisenbee won the

AR It ot ioionted by
general election

hw manmuhcedthatthe
town of Marshall had decided to reduce the size
of the town police force. The move was made in

In District Court
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order to save the town some $25,000 in salaries.
Marshall aldermen also approved an ordinance
to cut off water service to customers who fail to
pay their water bills on time.

- Madison High School girls’ basketball
coach Ricky McDevitt was placed on probation
by the W.N.C. Officials Association after an
altercation following a game against Owen
High School on Feb. 2. .

Also in February, the Laurel communities
organized a volunteer fire department, Z
Herbert Ponder Jr. was appointed to the
Madison County Board of Elections and Mar-
shall aldermen approved a $600,000 bond
referendum to improve the town’s sewer
system. Marshall voters would later approve
the bond issue by a wide margin.

March saw News Record readers filling out

, @ questionnaire as part of the North Carolina

2000 project. Madison High School shared,the
March headlines with four awards in Voca-
tional Industrial Club of America (VICA) com-
petition and the introduction of an in-school
suspension program. Vandals smashed a win-
dow in the News Record office and three Mars
Hill residents were arrested in an early-
morning drug arrest March 31.

An April fire destroyed some 120 acres of
woodland in the Squay anley community.
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ing home without a license. She received a six
month suspended sentence.

A group of discontented parents petitioned
the Madison County Board of Education for the
removal of principal Vernon Ponder<rom his
position at the Laurel Elementary School. Peti-
tions for and against Ponder were circulated
and presented to the board of education. The
school board retained Ponder in his position.

May saw Gov. Jim Hunt come to the county
to dedicate the $25 million link of U.S. Highway
25-70 connecting Madison and Buncombe coun-
ties. James McClure Clarke announced his can-
didacy for 11th District seat in Congress.
Madison County commissioners received more
than $2 million in budget requests from county
agencies. Madison High School unveiled an ex-
pended music program and graduated 190
seniors on May 30.

In June, three men were arrested for
assaulting two hikers at the Jesuit Parish in Hot
Springs. A water shortage temporarily forced
Madison High School and several local
businesses to close. The county board of educa-
tion approved $29,311 for repairs to the roofs of
Madison High School and the Marshall Elemen-
tary School.

" Henderson County businessman Dit
Williams offered the county school system
$10,000 to establish a stringed instrument pro-
gram in the county schools.

- The June primary saw Democrats retain
mcum in all county offices. Republicans

- nominated Bob Phillips, Gary Sprinkle and

Lester Wilde for the county commission. Spring
Creek voters rejected a fire tax in a special
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referendum.

In July, the county commissioners and the
school board discussed the allocation of county
funds for education. A Marine was killed in an
accident at a July 4 rodeo in Marshall. Billy
Ramsey of Marshall was charged with murder
in the stabbing death of Kenneth Harris of
Asheville. A Madison County jury would later
acquit Ramsey in the case.

The News Record received a new editor
when Robert Koenig was named to succeed G.
Nicholas Hancock. The hopes of many of the
county’s jobless workers were raised when
American Greeting Card Corp. of Cleveland,
Ohio announced plans to construct a $10 million
plant at the county landfill site.

Construction on the new Marshall Primary
School was completed. The new school, for
kindergarten through third grade, opened its
doors for students in August.

The town of Marshall received an assist
from the Tennessee Valley Authority when TVA
announced the town would be part of the Town
Lift program. The am is designed to
small Appahcbhnmtowns renovate m
downtown business districts.
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reached 8.2% and climbed to 9,8% by the end of
the month.

(Continued on Page 3)

DUI Conviction Brings 6 Month Sentence

A Weaverville man con-
victed of driving under the in-
fluence received an active six
- month sentence in district
court last week. Phillip Walter
Ingle was sentenced Wednes-
day by Judge Alexander Lyer-
ly. Ingle was also found guilty
of communicating threats,
assault on a police officer and
resisting arrest. He received
an additional six months
sentence for assault and 90
days for communicating
threats. Judge Lyerly ordered
&OMWNMM :

In other cases heard Dec. 23,
Edwin Ernest Arrington
pleaded guilty to first offense

guilty plea to a charge of tend ADES and pay the $100
reckless driving. The court tuition fee.
deferred sentencing until Jan. Chuck Willis Gentry, charg-
19. ed with DUI, following teo

Ishmel Wallin, charged with closely and no registration
DUI, pleaded guilty to & and lability insurance, was
charge of reckless driving. found guilty of DUIL The other
Wallin received a four month charges were dismissed, Gen-
suspended sentence, was fined try was ordered to surrender
$100 plus court costs and his license, pay a $100 fine,
ordered to attend ADES and court costs and the $100 tuition
pay the $100 tuition fee, of the ADES.

Clyde Ralph Rathbone, The court continued, at the

- charged with DUI, was found requests of the prosecution,

guilty and ordered to sur- the cases of Ella Mae Lundy
render his license, pay a $100 and James Bruce Massey, Jr.
fine plus court costs and at- Lundy is charged with

damage to personal property,
resisting arrest, DUI and hav-
ing no operator’s license.

issued.

Nov. 12 and 24. Sam Miller,
charged with DUI, missed his
court appearance for the se-
cond time. He failed to appear
on the Nov. 24 hearing. Arrest
orders for both men have been

Judge Robert Lacey presid-
ed over district court on Dec. mmmm:ﬂ
22. Judge Lacey ordered pro- counsel fee, 5 :
bable cause hearings on Jan. - The
18 for three defendants charg-

mitt Randy Clubb. |

court
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charges of
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