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Board

Of Education Plans

Marshall Student Move

By ROBERT KOENIG

Marshall Elementary
School students will be moving
into the building which
formerly housed the primary
grades, according to a plan
announced by the school’s
principal, Fred Haynie, at last
Wednesday'd meeting of the
Madison County Board of
Education.

Haynie said work on the
building's new restrooms is
nearly finished. When the final
touches are complete, Haynie
proposed moving fourth, fifth
and sixth griade classes cur-
rently housed on the second
floor of the school's main
building into the former
primary building.

The principal said that the
move would reduce the hazard
of fire in the main building and
would save the cost of heating
the building in winter months.

Haynie also outlined a plan
for converting space in the
basement of the gymnasiun in-
to classrooms. The rooms are
currently empty. The school’s

library would remain on the
second floor because it is the
only room in the school suited
for use as a library,

No date for the transfer of
students into the former
primary building was sel.

The school board voted to
reject a request from the
French Broad Electric
Membership Cooperative. The
co-op had asked for permis-
sion to dump rock from the
Capitola Dam project on the
eastern end of Blannerhassett
Island.

The Board of Education
owns the 4.9 acres on the east
end of the island. The Town of
Marshall, which owns the re-
maining 6.3 acres, has given
FBEMC permission to deposit
the rock on the western end of
the island. The rock will come
from blasting necessary for
the construction of the power
plant at the dam site.

The board visited the sile
before considering the re-
quest. Board member Ed Gen-
try Proposed a motion that the

board deny the request,
substituting instead property
adjacent .to Madison High
School. The board
unamimously approved the
motion.

A spokesman for FBEMC
said on Thursday the dumping
site may not be needed and
that denial of the site on the
island would not delay the
dam project,

In other actions taken by the
board, school superintendent
Robert Edwards was ordered
to look into the possibility of
purchasing trailers for use as
classrooms should the move
from the present facilities on
Blannerhassett Island become
necessary. The board also ap-
proved allowing Edwards two
days leave to serve on a com-
mitee that will evaluate the
Catawba County school
system.

Edwards said preliminary
indications are that the
Madison County teacher allot-
ment for the 1983-84 school
year will be reduced by four

positions. Board Chairman
Bobby Ponder expressed hope
thal relirements would
eliminate the need to ter-
minate any teachers currently
employed by the school
system.

Edwards presented board
members a working model of
the 1983-84 budget proposal.
They will consider the propos-
ed budget before submitting it
to the county commissioners.

Board members visited
Laurel Elementary School
and Madison High School dur-
ing last week's session, in-
specting Laurel school
facilities and erosion pro-
blems at Madison High
School. The erosion is ocuring
on the north end of the football
practice field on US 25-70 and
poses no threat to the school
building. The board will con-
sult the Agricultural Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Service.

Finance Officer Jan
Franklin reported that budget
cuts ordered on the state level
are causing problems for the

GOP Convention Names
Phillips County Chalrman

Bob Phillips of Mars Hill was elected chair-
man of the Madison County Republican Party
at it’s county convention Saturday in Marshall.

Fewer than a dozen registered voters at-
tended the convention in the county courthouse.
Dr. Larry Stern of Mars Hill chaired the con-
vention which also elected members of the
county executive committee and delegates and
alternates to the state convention.

Before selection of the delegates, the con-
vention heard from Ken Port of Jackson Coun-
ty, a field representative of the state GOP for
the 11th Congressional District.

Port told the convention, “I really believe
that North Carolina can go Republican in 1984.
We have to start organizing now. We need folks
who are active and can get the vote out. I want
Madison County to have an active part in re-
-electing Senator Helms next year.”

Dr. Stern congratulated Walnut
Republicans for their turnout in last
November’s election. A report released at the
convention showed that 75 percent of Walnut's
registered Republicans cast ballots in the elec-
tion. County-wide, 1,592 of Madison County’s

registered Republicans cast ballots in the elec-
tion for a 60 percent adjusted participation rate.

Following Port’s remarks the convention
caucused to choose delegates and alternates to
represent the county in the district and state
Republican conventions.

When the convention returned to session, a
vote was taken on a slate of 12 delegates and 12
alternates. Joe Fowler, Dewey Griffey, Jr.,
Frank Massey, Bruce Briggs, Bob Phillips,
Roger Swann, James Dedrick Brown, Don Hall,
Larry Stern, C.N. Willis, Bill Tisdale and Jane
Briggs were named as delegates to the conven-
tions.

Named as alternates were: Bill Briggs,
Gayle Briggs, Marian Tisdale, Jeanette Nix,
Michael Chapman, Curtis Roberts, Harry
Payne, Perry Willis, Buster Norton, Mollie
Brown, Howard Riddle and Bob Chandler.

The district convention is scheduled for
May 16 in Hendersonville. The state Republican
convention will be held May 19-21 in Raleigh.

The convention also selected members to
serve on the county executive committee.

(Continued on Page 3)

school system. Because of
shortfalls in anticipated
revenues, Gov. Jim Hunt has
ordered school boards
throughout the state to cut
their expenditures by two per-
cent. Hunt also ordered other
state funded agencies to make
cuts amounting to six percent
of their state budgets.
Franklin expained that,
because the cut in state funds
cannot be made in the area of
teacher’'s salaries, the actual
cuts amounts to closer to 25%
of the systems operating
budget. Madison County's cut
will amount to approximately
$200,000 for the current school
year, She told the board,
“We've already got the money
obligated. I don't see how they
can- take it back. I'm sure
they're trying to keep control
of the situation, but I'm afraid
the problem is going'to be bad
again next year.”' She
reported that 98 percent of
Madison County's state funds

(Continued on Page 2)

Mars Hill
Student
Killed -

A Mars Hill College student
was killed in an early morning
car wreck March 2 on US.
19-23 near the Weaverville
bypass. William Scott Merrill,
18, of Brevard was killed when
the 1974 Capri he was driving
ran off the northbound lane of
U.S. 19-23 and dropped 60 feet
into a creek according to a
report from the N.C. Highway
Patrol.

A passehger in the car,
Kimberly Doris Worthington
of Statesville, was taken to
Memorial Mission Hospital in
Asheville. Worthington, a
freshman at Mars Hill Col-
lege, suffered multiple frac-
tures in the wreck and under-
went surgery. She was listed
in satisfactory condition on
Monday morning.

Her mother reported on
Thursday that she and Merrill
were returning to the Mars
Hill campus from Asheville
when the accident occured.
She said that they were retur-
ning from a party and that
Miss Worthington was asleep
when the car ran off the road.

A witness told State Trooper
D.T. Drake that they saw Mer-
rill's car veer into the south-
bound lane of U.S. 19-23 before
it returned to the median,
went between two bridges and
plunged into the creek below.
The witness reported that the
car was traveling at a high
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County To Seek Grant

The Madison County Board
of Commissioners approved a
resolution to apply for a
$20,000 grant for industrial
planning at their monthly
meeting Friday night. The
grant, from Small Cities Com-
munity Development Block
Grant funds, will be used to at-
tract new industry to the coun-
ty. The commissioners ap-
proved the resolution at the
suggestion of Sam Parker,
director of the Madison Coun-
ty Housing Authority.

If approved, the funds will
be used to obtain core samples

of the county's industrial site’

for the Clean Walers project.
Shutz said a final report on the
committee's recommenda-
tions will be available April 26.

The commissioners also ap-
proved a resolution to put
Comissioner Virginia Ander-
son's signature on papers
relating to the housing
rehabilitation projects
scheduled for East Fork and
Spring Creek. The resolution

also heard a report from runs in January, driving

Frank Shulz concerning the miles.

tacks and 6 automobile
wrecks. Collections for the
month totalled $3,214, 92 per-
cent of charges for service.
Delba Jean Roberts of the

The board went into
session for 30 minutes.




