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In Diatﬁct Court

Assault Cases

Are Heard

Two unrelated assault cases
occupied most of the session of
District Court held Friday in
Marshall. Judge Phillip Ginn
presided over a probable
cause hearing involving
felonious assault charges
against Douglas Sawyer dur-
ing the morping session of
court. The entire afternoon
session was taken up with a
case of simple assault involv-
ing Nickey L. Adams of Mars
Hill,

In the probable cause hear-
ing, the court heard testimony
from several Sanford, N.C,
residents ‘who testified that
Sawyer shot at their canoe
while they were traveling
down the French Broad River
to Hot Springs.. George and
Zeta Fields of Sanford
testified that Sawyer shot at
them while they sat in their
canoe near the Stackhouse
community.

Mrs. Fields was wearing a
life preserver at the time of
the incident, and it stopped a

After bearing ta':ltimony
from the Fields and several

Sawyer had waived counsel .

for the hearing. He sat at the
defense table with his wife and
daughter.

During the afternoon ses-
sion, the court heard of an
alleged assault last Nov. 10
outside Peabody's, a Bun-
combe County package store
and bar on the county line.

Both the presecution and
defense presented witnesses
who told the court widely
varying versions of the inci-
dent.

Graylon Carlton of Weaver-
ville told the court he was
assaulted by Nickey Adams of
Mars Hill. Carlton, who is
black, said Adams had follow-
ed him into the bathroom at
the bar several times during
the night of the incident.
Carlton told the court that
Adams had blown cigarette
smoke in his face several
times and told him, “I'm go-
ing to get you, nigger.”

Carlton said he was hit as he
was leaving the bar and that
Adams kicked him several
times while taunting him. He
said both Adams and his
girlfriend, Susan of
Mars Hill, had attacked him

plainant told the court he sus-

Crop Insuranee

Ilrlega.l

Deadline Set
Sam Riddle, director of the ing planted too iate for jn- '
Federal Crop Insurance Cor- surance. a

‘undible to plant

poration (FCIC) has announe- “F

ed that June 25 is the final prior to June 25 because of ex-

planting date for insured cess moisture conditions may
sign a 20day late planting

tobacco in Madison County.
agreement, which permits in-

“Acres of Type 31 Tobacco
planted by June 25, insured by
FCIC (or by a private com-
pany reinsured by FCIC), -
must be reported by July 15 to
receive full crop insurance
coverage,” says Riddle.

Acreage planted after June
25 must also be reported on the
-July 15 acreage report as be-
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East Fork Pot
Raid Nets 89
Plants

The Madison County
Sheriff’s Department con-
ducted a raid in the East Fork
section late Monday afternoon
searching for marijuana. Of-
ficers uncovered 89 young
plants ranging in size from
several inches to three feet,

Deputies Frank Ogle, Tom-
my Rector, Clayton Grinstaff
and Jasper Treadway con-
ducted the search after the

sheriff received information

from a “reliable” source that
the illegal crop was being
grown on rented property.

Sheriff E.Y Ponder
reported that the tenant,
Junior Cutshaw, will be ar-
rested and charged with
manufacturing marijuana for
resale. Cutshaw remained at
large Tuesday morning.

No street value of the seized
crop was available.

The successful raid in East
Fork followed an unsuccessful
search of another farm in the
Paint Fork section.

Earlier last week, the Bun-
combe County Sheriff's
Department reported seizing
approximately 1,100 platits in
a raid on a farm north of
Weaverville

f Fugitive Apprehended

A

o

Photo by Bob Koenig

DEPT. deputies Tommy Rec-

tor, left, and Clayton Grindstaff carry por-
tion of marijuana crop discovered in Mon-

the East Fork section.

Walnut School Graduates

WALNUT SCHOOL held gradua-
tion ceremonies recently to honor
graduates of the eighth grade and
the kindergarten class. The eighth
grade graduates are: front row,
from left to right, Jason Chandler,
Darrell Sawyer, Scotty Waldroup,
Troy McDevitt, David Russell,

turned

urned up
.1“ ”_'-

Photo by Bob Koenig
ushers Calina Baker and Tina
Messer, Shane Treadway and
Jackie Chandler. In the back row
are Missy Snelson, Tammy Davis,
Angie Bullman, Denise Chandler,
Becky Thomas, Kim Price, An-
nette Ramsey, Tim Goldsmith,
Wesley Bullman and Ricky Rice.

in the refuse of

). Demnocratic nomni

Sheriff E.¥. Ponder also
reported that the department
dpprehended a fugitive
wanted in eight states early
Monday morning. Joe Russel
Dill, also known by six aliases,
was abducted by the sheriff at
3:30 2.m. Monday in the Sandy
Bottom section of the county.

Ponder said that Dill faces at
least 21 outstanding warrants
on charges of car theft and
writing worthless checks.

Dill faces charges in North
Carolina, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Florida, Alabama,
Georgia, Texas and Virginia.
In North Carolina, Dill faces

charges in Madison, Burke
and Mecklenburg counties. He
is charged with writing more
than $27,000 in worthless
checks,

Dill remained in the
Madison County jail Tuesday
morning pending a bond hear-
ing.

Gilmore Enters Race

Former North Carolina
state representative Tomn
Gilinore forinally announced
his candidacy for the

governor last
dress on the steps of the State

- ‘Capitol in Raleigh.

Gihnore served in the state
House of Representatives
fromn 1972 until 1978 when he
resigned his seat to become
the deputy secretary of the

" stale Departinent of Hurnan

Resources. The former

. Guilford County legislator

most recently headed a con-
mittee to defeat a proposed
amendment that would have
exiended terins of General
Assembly from two to four
years,

As part of Gilmore's plan to
work at a variety of different
jobs, the candidate will visit
Madison County on July 25. At

editor Bob Koenig, Gilmore
will sit in'the editor's seat for a
day. The cadidate's
spokesman, Michele Reed, an-
nounced on Monday that
Gilmore has accépted the in-
vitation,
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