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Ponder : Marshall
Wﬂl Attract Industries

By ROBERT KOENIG

Marshall is on the threshold
of a period of development ac-
cording to mayor Lawrence
Ponder. ''Our new sewer
system, the industrial park
and the new four-lane highway
all contribute to making Mar-
shall attractive to industry.”
Ponder said he hopes lo see
the work of his administration

.bear fruil soon during a

telephone interview Monday
night,

Asked why he is seeking a
fourth term as Marshall's
mayor, Ponder said, “'I've got
a lot of effort tied up in trying
to improve the siluation in
Marhsall and I'd like Lo see the
job through. Projects like the
industrial park and the new
sewer system were started
eight years ago. When you
work for something like -this
for so long, it almost becomes
a part of you. Yancey County
has gotten some industry late-
ly and Marshall is the closest
town to Asheville that's still

: . If we can
continue to work with the N.C,
Dept. of Commerce, I'm sure
industries will start looking
our way."

Ponder said that his years
working with his father,
Lorado Ponder, has prepared
him for the task of attracting
new industries to Marshall.
During the elder Ponder’s
tenure as Marshall mayor,
Ponder said, the town was
able to attract Deringer
Manufacturing.

The mayor defended. the
decision to cut both police and
garbage collection in the past
two Yyears, saying that the
town is unable to afford either
police or additional trash col-
lection. The Marshall police
force, Ponder said, was built
up with federal funding. When
the grants funding the police
were cul, the ‘town had no
choice but to cut the force. *'I
wish we had the money to put
a policeman on every corner,
but the most pressing reed
facing the town is capital im-
provements to the water and

‘'sewer system."

Ponder said the sewer
system currently being in-
stalled is the highlight of his
past term as mayor. He said
the next major challenge fac-
ing Marshall is in making im-
provements to the water

distribution system. “Once

the sewer project is com-

pleted, we will have to work as

quick as we can to get a new
water distribution system to
provide people with clean
water and cul the town's
power bill.""

Following a new water
system, altracting new in-
dustry is the mayor’'s lop
priority. He told The News
Record, "'For too many years,
we have been exporting our
most precious natural
resource — our young people.
This is a trend that we must
work to stop by bringing in
new industries and jobs."'

Ponder said that Marshall
needs a new athletic field
within the town because the
town's present field on Blan-
nerhassett Island is too often
overcrowded. He added that
he has been discussing a grant
with the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice to develop a new field.
Regarding the town's recrea-
tion center, Ponder said that
the building is in need of

repairs if it is to be used to its

full potential. The mayor said
that the roof needs repairs and

(Continued on Page 10)
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Sewer Project On Schedule

Work on the Marshall sewer
project is proceeding accor-
ding to schedule according lo
Bill Lapsley, the engineer on
the project. Lapsley came o

last week to inspect

_clear up some questions
residents have asked concern-
ing work on the Rollins portion
of the project.

Lapsley told The News
Record, '‘We're aclually
ahead of schedule at this
point. The Walnut Creek sec-
tion was a disaster, bul the
contractor has worked faster
than we had thought he could.
I'm satisfied thal they will be
through with the Walnut Creek
portion by Thanksgiving."
The project calls for new
sewer lines to' be installed
along Walnut Creek up lo a
point adjacent to the Marshall

| the project and to

Housing Authority.

Lapsley also cleared up
questions regarding the in-
stallation of sewer lines to the
Rollins section. The engineer
said that the project calls for a
two<inch force main line from
apumpmgﬂationmﬂolhmlo
the (reatment plant in Mar-
shall. Residents have dques-
tioned town officials on the
reason such a small pipe was
being used when the service
line being installed in the
Rollins and Hayes Run sec-
tions was an eight-inch line.
Lapsley explained that the
smaller line would be ade-
quate to serve Rollins Hayes
Run and the industrial park
because the pumping station
located al the north end of
Rollins has two pumps that
will pulverize waste and feed

it into the smaller line at the
rate of 35 gallons per minute
each.

The two pumps Lo be install-
ed in the Rollins station are
‘“‘more than adeguate” (o
meet (he needs of the com?
munity according to Lapsley.
Should expansion require, he
added, the town would only
need Lo increase the size of the
pumps.

Work on the pumping sta-
tien is continuing, with
workers drilling a 14-fool hole
into which the pumps will be
installed. Lapsley said that he
expects the contractor, Taylor
and Murphy Construction Co.,
to add a second crew on the
project next week. The second
crew will begin work in the
Rollins section.

The lines installed on
Walnut Creek will be hooked

into the system within the next
few weeks, he added. In order
to connect the new lines with
the treatment plant on Blan-
nerhiasselt -Island, it will be
necessary for the crews Lo cul

through (he railroad tracils. -

owned by Norfolk Southern
Railway. The town had obtain-
ed permission for the cut
which will close the main line
to rail traffic between
Asheville and Knoxville for up
to eight hours. Lapsley said
the cut in rail service will be
made sometime this week.

Lapsley also said that tem-
porary paving of the section of
U. S. 25-70 torn up by the pro-
ject will be made during the
coming week. He added thal
the paving will be a temporary
measure until spring when it
will be repaved.

Sexton Calls For New Attitudes

Marshall needs a new
cooperative atlitude accor-
ding to Charlie Sexton, a can-
didate for the Marshall Board
of Aldermen in next week's
municipal elections. Sexton
made his comments during an

Sexton said he decided to
run for the town board at the
urging of others. He had

previously worked for the yea

town as a backhoe operator
and walter system maintainer,
Referring to his past ex-

interview with The News perience, Sexton said, “I think

Record last week.

I can be an asset to the town

“1" definitely feel like we due to my knowledge of water
need to get the people involved works and law enforcement. |
in the operation of the town, I hold two state certificates in-
don't kpow all the answers. waste water collection
The buck would stop with me, systems and I've been in

Qu:u‘lmngemw
musmgl_r .

‘water services off and on for

law enforcement background,
having worked for the
Asheville Police Dept. for ten
rs "

While employed by the
town, Sexton said, he made
‘many suggestions concerning
the waler system that the
town officials.ignored. “What
1 wanted lo do was sel up a

preventive maintenance pro- would not be sufficient.

only doing what they are lold
to do. 1 suggested they go to
other towns and see how they
operate,” -

While calling for a restora-
tion of twice-weekly garbage
collection, Sexten said he op-
poses a joint operation with
Mars Hill. He said a single
truck shared by the two towns
 ;

gram. If we had started fiveor think the town should stand on
ten years ago, we wouldn't its.own twofeet,”" he said.

*have the

wehave to-  Sexton also called for Mar-
day. Yonm"tﬁhneihmm
mum t;hnhnvu mmﬁm %o

1o organize a
on Page 8)

Marshall
Charged
Murder

A i’l.)ll‘ﬂhﬁu man was a.-
rested at his home: in the
Panhandle section Thursday
and charged with murder in
connection with the shooting
death of an Alabama man.

Sheriff E.Y. Ponder
reported that Haven Payne,
41, of Route 2, Marshall was
arrested and -charged with
murder for alledgedly
shooting Billy Joe Robinson,
43, of Huntsville, Ala. Payne
said the shooting occured
after Payne found Robinson
and Ronald Ralph Simpson of
Tulsa, Okla. trespassing in
Payne’s deserted homeplace.

According ‘to Sheriff
Ponder, Payne found the two

Man
In

tuen in the abandoned home at
about 8:15 p.m. Thursday.
Payne told the two men lo
leave the house and went in-
side to. investigate, He then
came oul of the house and
fired a shol at a 45 degree
angle down the road.

Robinson was later found
fatally wounded. He was taken
to Memadrfal Mission Hospital
in Asheville by a unit of the
Madison County EMS where
he died shortly after arrival.

Ponder said that he and
deputy Frank Ogle -arrested
Payne at his home. Payne was
later released after posting a
$10,000 bond grdered by
District Court judge Robert
Lacey.

Filiss Enters
Guilty Plea

Lionel kihss entered a guil-
Ly plea to charges of manufac-
turing a controlled substance
during last week's session of
Superior Court. Filiss had

"been charged with growing 609
" plants ' confiscated in an

August raid. Judge Hollis
Owen sentenced Filiss to five

m* in prison, suspending

active jail sentence on con-

The court continued until
the Nov. 28 séssion of Superior
Court, charges of manufactur-
ing a controlled substance
against Joe Balding, William
Cutshall, Jr., Auvery Fender
and Vardon Cody. Fender is
also charged with possession

with intent to sell controlled

substances. The charges were
also continued until the Nov.

Powell:

No

Annexation In
Near Future

Mars Hill will expand in the
:oming years, but Mars Hill
mayor Bill Powell says he
does not foresee the town an-
nexing any property in the
next two years. “Annexation
is oo expensive, It requires a
lot of advance planning in
order lo pay for itself. Right
now, there's no area outside
the town thal could do that.
Providing services is expen-
sive and you have to have the
tax base to make it wor-
thwhile."

Powell's commenls came
during an interview with The
News Record Monday night in
the Mars Hill Town Hall.
Powell is seeking his lenth
term as mayor of Mars Hill in
next week's municipal elec-
tion.

Asked his reasons for seek-
ing a tenth term, Powell said,
**The basic reason I'm seeking
re-election is to get the sewer
system compleled as soon and
as painlessly as possible, with
the least disturbance to the
town,' Powell led the cam-
paign to approve a sewer bond
issue to finance construction
of the new system. Mars Hill
voters approved the bond
issue during an August refer-

BILL POWELL

Speaking of fulure expan-
sion, Powell said that he ex-
pects that the town will con
tinue to expand, with the nexi
addition being toward U. §
19-23 and north toward Burn-
sville.

Powell said that he hopes to
expand the town's summer
recreation program at the
Mars Hill Recreation Cenler,
“It's used all summer and we
hope to expand its usage in the
future. Many of our people use

rendum. (Continued on Page 7)

Hoffman: New

Ideas Needed

.

Jeanne Hoffman, '‘a can- Hoffman was quick to add
didate for mayor of Mars Hill, that she is nol running against
says the town needs a long- the present mayor. “I'm not
range plan for future growth. running a negative campaign.
Her comments came during | don't want lo run against
an interview conducted in The anything. 1 just want to offer
News Record office last week. people a new approach to the

“We desparately need a problems we face.”
long-range plan, keeping both  Hoffman said she favors
our zoning and enforcement cgoperation, both between
codes as we attract small in- Mars Hill and Marshall and
dustry.” Hoffman said, “We between the town and college,
need to learn from the ex- and would work te encourage
periences of other lowns. both, “I don't think we do
Boone wasg developed enough cooperatively.
haphazardly, for example. 1 Copperation is necessary,
would hate to see that happen because the time has past
in Mars Hill." where we could go it alane.

The candidate foresees Why should each town have to
development taking place in gperate its own backhoe?
Mars Hill as the town expands There are all kinds of ways we
itsprmllmﬂa "Right now, can get together. Mars Hill
we don’t have industry and Mars Hill College are in-
because we don’t have the ble. Somehow, we need
land industry needs. We've got o better coordinate activities
the people and lm&-lmmmmm
small industry -will come 10 for the benefit of both.”
the Mars Hill area sometime  Hoffrhan said she would also
in the near future.” . (Continued on Page 6)
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