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Of The Elephant

With Election Day less than six weeks away, Republicans
seem to be poised for victory, if the polis are to be believed.

Ronald Reagan is riding the crest of the popularity which
accompanies economic recovery and appears unbeatable.
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Gallup poll, Jim Martin is gaining on Rufus Edmisten and the
local Republican candidates are waging strong campaigns.
Even here in Madison County, it appears that Republicans will
make a good showing on November 7.

Just last week, the county Republican Party opened a cam-
paign office on Main Street in Marshall for the first time in
years. Not only did they open the headquarters, but the open-
ing attracted more of the party faithful than have been seen
together in recent memory.

While the Republicans’ rosy prospects will have bedrock
Democrats despairing, we see the resurgence of the
Republican Party as a sign of a healthy political system. In
order for democratic government to survive, we must have at
least two viable political parties.

One-party rule, as some insist we have here in North
Carolina, reduces political conflict to party squabbles, Dif-
ferent philosophies of government have littie opportunity to
surface under the weight of conformity.

Many of this year’s races provide the electorate with con-
crete, fundamental choices. A vigorous campaign between the
two parties provides the voters with gemuine options in
November.

The recent Republican resurrgence isn’t palitics as usual in
Madison County, but it is the sign of a healthy political system.

‘Debate’ Pollutes Air

We'd like to suggest that the Enviornmental Protection
Agency begin monitoring the debates between Sen. Jesse
Helms and Gov. Jim Hunt. The two candidates are blowing
enough smoke to create a major health hazard for North
Carolinians.

On the one hand, we have Sen. Helms blasting his opponent
for voting for a *‘tax increase” at a Washington conference of
governors, when Helms and everyone eise knows that the vote
had all the power of a campaign promise.

Hunt, on the other hand, rebuffs the criticism by telling
voters he has submitted a balanced budget for the past eight
years as governor. The governor conveniently fails to mention
that state law requires a balanced budget.

For the past nine months, both candidates have polluted the
airwaves of this state with negative advertising. With less

six weeks left in the campaign, we’d like to see the can-
didates tell voters what they will do in Wahsington next year.
We've heard enough about both men’s past record.

The November election is about the future. Let both men
reveal their goals and let the people decide which path to
choose.

Koenig’s Corner

Go, Cubbies, Go

You were warned weeks ago.

~ Itold you if I didn't get some mail we could run as letters to the editor that I
would present my own ynsubstantiated opinions in this space.

Here goes.
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my office on newspaper business.

When I tell them that The News Record is now located bet-
ween the Shady Side Florist and Bowman’s Hardware, some
folks look at me like I was crazy. I don’t mind folks coming in
and I inform them that the former News Record office is now
the home of Story Printing Co.

I tell them that I do all kinds of printing, but that I've retired
from newspapering, except for writing this column, of course.

The usual comment is that they have been coming here for
S0 many years, they just automatically associate the building
with The News Record office. That's understandable,
especially for those stopping in from out-of-state. When some
residents seem surprised to learn of the location change, it
surprises me,

Be that as it may, I welcome all visitors and am glad to
direct them to the present location of The News Record.

PATRIOTS SCORE FIRST TD
Jack and Helen Cole and I sat together on the top of the
bleachers at last Friday's game between Madison and
Rosman H.S. Jack and I reminisced about the kéen rivalries
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We also agreed that O.E. Roberts Stadium is located on the
most beautiful site in WNC. The public and students should be
proud of the field and surrounding scenery. We also discussed
other things as the night cooled and Rosman pulled in front,
finally winning by a score of 34-8.
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first touchdown of the season and on the ensuing conversion,
giving thefans something to cheer about.

Now that the Patriots have ‘broken the ice’, maybe they will
have more confidence and improve their offense. Here’s hop-
ing.

EVERETTE’S LATEST RIB-TICKLER

An old Chinese servant of a San Francisco family was pro-
udly displaying a picture of a beautiful woman and two hand-
some teenaged boys.

“That’s my wife and two sons back in the old country,” the
servant told his employer.

“How could that be?” the employer asked. *'You've been
with us for at least 20 years. How do you account for the
m?n

“Oh, well,” said the servant, ‘‘I've got friends over there.”’

By JQSEPH GODWIN
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