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Smelting Company incident if the quality of life in Madison
County we all enjoy is to be maintained.

Last week, crews from the Enviornmental Protection Agen-
cy identiﬁedsﬁdrunsofcyanidokft«atanw
smelting plant in the Sandy Mush area, The drums containing
the deadly poison were left behind when the business was clos-
ed. The potentially lethal timebomb was left within 30 feet of
Little Sandy Mush Creek.

We can be glad that the EPA stepped in before tragedy
struck, but let our joy be brief. We must renew our vigilance in
defending our beautiful mountains or the lessons from this
potential disaster will be lost.

The people of Madison County must let it be known that
other Western Carolina Smelting incidents are intolerable.
Our public officials must make it understood, in no uncertain
terms, that while we welcome new industries, with the new
Jobs and opportunities they bring, polluters will be neither
welcomed nor condoned. '

We must strengthen our determination to guard against
fast-buck operators who would jeopardize our health and safe-
ty in the name of profit.

This incident in Sandy Mush provides the best argument
possible for organizing Streamwatch projects throughout
Madison County. Be it cyanide or plastic milk jugs, those who

would pollute our mountain streams must be identified and -

prosecuted. :

None of us here in Madison County truly owns the beautiful
land we love. We are all merely stewards, safeguarding the
land for future generations. If we do not learn from this ex-
perience, our children’s children will mourn our failure.

Other Opinions

Handicaps Are Not
Boundaries

October has been declared Down’s Syndrome Awareness
Month by the United States Congress. President Reagan sign-
edthedeclarationintheWhiteHoueonSqn.zs.

During October, many activities have taken place to create
a greater awareness of Down’s Syndrome, the most common
form of mental retardation.

' Ammmmmmmmmmm
join rmtocreatemoreawm,thm'emmmym
of information available all year. _ :

InMadismCmmty,ymcanmnucttheMﬂmFor

Retarded(ﬁtizemwhichholdsmeeﬁmeachmMy :

in the Marshall Day Care Center; the Madison County support
group for family and friends of the handicapped; the Blue
Ridge Mental Health Center; Mountains of Madison Enter-
prises or the Unaka Center.

These groups are involved with many people with different
handicaps and have access to a lot of information that may
help you.

Ulhereisahandicappedpa'soninmnddibutmdor

‘fdmily, you may want to contact these agencies to learn more
about what services are available.

It is important to keep in mind that handicaps are not boun-
daries, they are hurdles.

Koenig’s Corner
 Is There Life
_ After Nov. 6?

Hunt. less than one week, my friends,

& 0, there was no Jim :
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LET'S MAKE HALLOWEEN SAFE
On Wednesday night of this will be observ-
ed throughout the country.
will be held and children will

and playing ‘trick or treat’ by vis
It will be an exciting night which
But with -all this fun, there will be the dangers of
careluanessandcostlymtst&uwhlchmnleadtoinjmyand

suffering.

I urge parents to warn their children and advise them to be

careful. After all, it is a time for small children.

Often, teenagers overdue their celebration by being destruc-
tive and abusive. Their ‘pranks’ often turn to harmful acts

which result in ruining the holiday.
I urge everyone to use common sense tonight.

ELECTION DAY NEARS, THANK GOODNESS

Thankgmdrmthu-eam‘tmmmoredayaandmghm of

listening to the political commercials on television. If we
believed all the criticisms and allegations we hear, very few

politicians would wm our vote-but that’s politics.

Ihtllu-.lhn nutvmw.l

mmmm-.umm_

| - Iwas shocked,
nds of Halloween parties I read that Bob Terrell’s column

children relish and enjoy.

saddened and surprised to say the least when

a new post as deputy managing editor of news and sports for

The Asheville Times.

- To me, this ‘promotion’ in an effort to improve The Times
comes at the cost of The Citizen. I can’t believe that this is a
wise move, by any stretch of the imagination,

Five other Citizen-Times editors are also assuming posts

with The Times.

: IhopethathundredsofTermu'areguhrmduuwﬂlwrite
to officials of The Citizen protesting the elimination of
Terrell's column. Surely the executives of The Citizen will
realize the value and popularity of Terrell’s column and will

reinstate the column.

I have no objection to the plan to improve The Times, but
eliminating Terrell’s column just doesn’t make good sense.

Know Comment

By JOSEPH GODWIN

5

|
4

ourselves of all possible knowledge paign

our nation, and the world. :
Washing our hands of politics is fol-
ly which we cannot afford.
Since our national elections are no
more than a week away, let me share

mmmmﬁmw@;m_

hand, he is no statesman if he places

—

lhemleurtbelnteruhdanym
above the welfare of the nation,

. For the level-headed thinker, this
dual responsibility poses real and

- hnuutquuﬂmsammncialnp

port from outside the state in which
the senator is elected.

1 suggest that one should not be in-
fluenced at all by the presidential

“‘debates.” Having watched both .

"‘debates’’ carefully in their entirety,
I have the first and strong, lasting im-
pression that they were not debates at
mmmmmm
for the most part, ignored. Instead of
Aanswers, we were given prepared
paragraphs of pet prejudices-all of
which we had heard countless times

- in campaign rhetoric, news con-

. speeches,

We saw each of the candidates
retmtohur'hlthodhu-muy-
hc,w:mlhntrytocruum
where there were no issues. We saw
reality ignored or denied.

The problems and needs of the

To be effective in these areas, our
President should be strong,
courageous, and wise. And we must
not forget that when we elect a vice-
m.annww
President.

May we have the wisdom,

courage,
auvmlwudmbrwp
son.
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