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'F(_)rmer Marshall Mayor
Becomes A Republican

Former Marshall Mayor Belty
Wild became a Republican on Nov.
20, two weeks after her defeal in the
municipal elections.

Madison Counly election officials
confirmed that the former mayor
swilched her voler registration from
Democratic to Republican on Nov. 20.
The timing of the former mayor's
change of parly would appear lo
eliminate her. as a candidate in next
vear's county-wide elections.

Since her defeal in the Nov. 5 elec-
tion, Mrs. Wild had been rumored to
be considering entering the county
commission race. A frequent critic of
Sheriff EY. Ponder. the former
mavor was also rumored to be con-
sidering a challenge to the sheriff.

However. her change in party

registration bars her from entering
the May primary elections for the
county posis. In confirming Wild's
change in party affiliation, election

"officials noted that state election law

requires candidates for office to be a
member of a party for al least 90
days.

The. filing period for the State
House and Senate, county commis-
sion, school board, sheriff and clerk
of courts races opens on Jan. 6 al
noon and continueés until noon on Feb.
3. As a new member of the
Republican Party, the election of-
ficial noted, Mrs. Wild will be unable
to enter the party’s primary race.

The former mayor could not be
reached for comment on Monday.

: ate Asks Marshall

Marshall Mayor Anita Ward called
a special meeting of the town's
aldermen on MOnday in response to a
complaint from the state agency
which monitors the town's waste
treatment plant on the French Broad
River.

The mayor had earlier received
notification that the treatment plant
was releasing too much untreated
grease into the river from the plant
located on Blannerhassett Island.

Max Haner of the North Carolina
Department of Natural Resources
and Community Development advis-
«ed Mavor Ward that the town failed a

Nov. 26 inspection. Haner's letter
said the town plant was releasing an
unacceptable amount of total
suspended solids into the French
Broad.

Morris Tremble of Wastewater
Treatment, Inc. who supervises the
town's water and sewer system, said
that the problem ‘is caused by
restaurants releasing grease into the
town's sewer system. Both Tremble
and engineer Gary McGill recom-
mended that the aldermen consider a
sewage ordinance requiring food ser-
vice businesses to install grease traps

to prevent oils from entering the
town’s system

McGill presented the aldermen
with a sample of such a resolution
and asked thal they approve some
form of the resolution at their
February meeting.

Haner's report on the inspection
also called for the town to install a
water line to the treatment plant. The
aldermen voted to have town crews
install the line next week.

The aldermen asked McGill to
prepare cost estimates for making
other recommended improvements
to the sewer system.

To Improve Waste Plant

McGill recommended that the
board give restaurant owners time to
comply with the new ordinance,
should they enact one in February.

In other busines considered at the

special meeting, the town awarded

the Madison County Housing Authori-

ty a $10,000 contract to handle ad-

ministration of a Community

Development Block Grant to provide
walter and sewer lines on Cody Rd.

and Candler Rd.

The next meeting of the town board
is scheduled for January 13 at 7:30
p.m.

Sprinkle Pledges Cooperation
Council Sets Public Hearing Dates

The Weaverville Town Council set
daltes for a series of public hearings
next month concerning proposed zon-
ing changes and the clean-up of Lake
Louise. The board met on Friday to
confinue 'the meeting originally
begun on Dec. 16.

The council set Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. for
a public hearing on the Lake Louise
clean-up project, Earlier, the council

committed $100,000 to the project.
The money will match federal funds
to be used in the project.

The council also named Gary
McGill to prepare a site plan for the
proposed recreation center on the
lakefront.. A site plan will be
presented at the Jan. 13 hearing.

The council also accepted a petition
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Hyde of Ashevill

bin: pnymenta made to émt& and his attorney, Herbert

for annexation presented by Larry
Buckner on behall of the owners of
the Carroll' Buckner property on
Weaver Blvd. Buckner is also seeking
a change in the town's zoning laws to
ermit development of a shopping
center on the 22-acre site.

The council set a Jan. 27 date for a
public hearing on Buckner's rezoning
request. The council had earlier set

News Iﬁghhghts From The Front Pages Of The News Record

Lawmake

lhRaleigh approvedacbangeinstate law rais-

Jan, 6 as the date for another public
hearing for a rezoning request on the
south side of Weaver Blvd,

Prior to the meeting, outgoing town
manager Larry Sprinkle released a
statement pledging to co-operate with
town officials during his remaining
month in office, Sprinkle was fired ef-
fective Jan. 31 during the town
meeting of Dec. 16.

A former publisher of The News Record, Jerue Babb, was
found in a Spartanburg, S.C. motel room with his wrists slash-
ed. Police believe Babb committed suicide after strangling his
31-year old wife in their Tuxedo home.

Madison County Commissioner James Ledford was elected
as the chairman of the Land of the Sky Regional Council.

Marshall completed a $1.3 million sewer project with some
$94,746 to spare and Contel announced plans for changes in the
countywide telephone system.

A winter storm from Canada swept across the South, bring-
ing record cold temperatures. Readings as low as 23 below
zero were reported in Madison County, forcing the closing of
schools and businesses. A elderly Grapevine woman, Alice
Peck, was found dead mherhmne.awcumoftherecordcold
temperatures. ;

A January 15 wreck on Hot Springs Mountain claimed the
lives of Harold J, Ledford and Allie C. Mathis.

US AmmlfureSecreuryJohnR Block called for the

gradual phase-out of the tobacco price support program,
hagmnngayurofmemintyfortlnnaﬁm;tolmo
ramm Mmsand, Congress was sﬂ]l dehatlng the future

Assistant DA James Baker completed an investigation of
the shooting incident involving forer police chief Joe Griffey.
Although the report stated that Griffey acted ‘‘without any

- basis for justification’’; no charges were filed.

. Despite the DA’s findings, Marshall aldermen John Dodson
and Sammy Lunsford voted to fire the chief at a Feb. 25
meeting. The firing was opposed by board member Ed Niles
and Marshall Mayor Betty Wild, who told reporters, “I think
‘Mr. Griffey is getting the royal shaft. I'm not through fighting
this"’

Larry Davis was named as the town’s acting police chief.
Davis later resignéd following a dispute with Mayor Wild.

In Mars Hill, the Cooper Construction Co. of Hendersonville
was awarded the contract on the town’s sewer construction

project.

‘MARCH :
March blew in with news that the county commissioners had
awarded $8,000 to Team Madison, a group of Madison High
- basketball players who toured Europe in June. The commis-
sioners also settled once and for all time the name of the road
own _Grlldmﬁudinthemmndersecﬁw

ing the lega drinkingagetozl in 1986.

APRIL
the Marshall Police Dept. continued in

April with the et and destruction of one of the town’s patrol
cars. Vandals stol® and set fire to the car after abandoning it

at the rock quarry of town. No arrests were ever made in
connection with the&heﬁ
Just the day before the patrol car was stolen, acting police

chief Larry Davis
Mayor Betty Wild. *
Mars Hill attorney, Bruce Briggs was elected as the
Republican Party counity chairman at the county convention.
Briggs later acceptediputmtbtheutatep‘mkhu!ﬂh

itted his resignation to Marshall

Raleigh. ' A
R.Z. Ponder ‘was uchairmanotmem
CountyBoardotEdm attheirAprils

The first of two in the West Madison communities
was begun when State Gﬂcﬂnmm{lﬂ ot
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