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Waste Dnmp Meeting Planned

The Madison County Nuclear Waste Education Committee
will meet on March 9 at 2 p.m. in the Little Sandy Mush
Methodist Church.

County Dems Set Precinct Meetings

The Madison County Democratic Party will hold precinct
meetings throughout the county on March 6 at 8 p.m. All
registered Democrats are invited to attend the meetings held
at the local polling place.

The county Democratic Party convention will be held on
April 5 at 1 p.m. at Madison H.S.

County GOP Meets On Sunday

The Republican Party will meet March 2 at 2 p.m. in the
Madison County Courthouse to finalize plans for their Lincoln
Day Dinner. Everyone is urged to attend.

Youth Soccer Sign-Up Set

Registration for Madison County Youth Soccer will be held
on Sat. Mareh 1, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the Mars Hill Col-
lege Gym. All children ages 6-13 are welcome and urged to at-
tend.

Music Boosters To Meet

b GENERAL DEL IVERY

By ROBERT KOENIG

An estimated 1,500 WNC residents voiced their concerns
regarding a proposed nuclear waste storage facility during a
marathon public hearing in Asheville last week. The public
briefing conducted by officials of the U.S. Department of
Energy provided residents with the opportunity to register
their opposition to the plan.

DOE officials opened the meeting with technical explana-
tions of the selection process for the nation’s second perma-
nent nuclear waste storage dump. The officials were inter-
rupted repeatedly by catcalls, boos and curses from the au-
dience. A large banner proclaiming “No Dump Here” hung
from the balcony in the Thomas Wolfe Auditorium.

Many of the 1,500 attending the Thursday night meeting
wore red ribbons to signify their opposition to the proposed
nuclear waste dump. One teenager who declined to be iden-
tified presented her ribbon to the DOE officials, saying ‘“These
are the ‘eyes of a frightened child. I don't know what'’s going
on. All I know is that a lady on the street gave me this ribbon.
Just in memory of me, I wanted to give you this ribbon.”
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The Madison County Music Boosters will meet on March 6 at 7 .. -

p.m. at Madison High School.
Commissioners To Meet Monday

The Madison County Board of Commissioners will meet on

March 3 at 1 p.m. in the Madison County Court House.

Mars Hill Aldermen To Meet

The Mars Hill Board of Aldermen will. hold. their monthly. ;

s

meeting on March 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town-HalkeA:7 pm.;
the aldermen will hold public hearings on proposed changes to |

the town’s zoning and fire codes. The public is invited to attend
and comment on the proposed changes.

Hot Springs Town Meeting

The Hot Springs Board of Aldermen will meet on March 3 at
7:30 p.m. in the new Town Hall on Main Street,

School Board Meets March 5

The Madison County Board of Education will meet on March

5 at 10:30 a.m. in the Madison County Court House.
-Continued on Page 2

Power Outage Planned

French Broad EMC members served by the: Marshall
Substation will have their service interrupted for two hours
early on Sunday morning. FBEMC officials have annnounced
that power will be cut off from 1 a.m. until 3 a.m. so that
transformers in the substation can be rewired.

Residents of Grpaevine, East Fork, Little Pine, Big Pine,
Walnut, Spring Creek, Shut-In, Paint Rock, Big Laurel and
Little Laurel will be affected by the power outage.

In case of bad weather, the outage and rewiring vﬂl be

postponed until March 9.

Mars Hill Fire Report
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DOE OFFICIALS ANSWERED QUESTIONS from WNC

Auditoriom in Asheville.

Ralph Stein, the engineering director for the DOE Office of
Civilian Waste Management, moderated Thursday’s publie
hearing. Stein explained that the selection process for choos-
ing sites for permanent storage of nuclear waste were part of
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982.

The act called for the DOE to identify two sites for perma-
nent storage facilities, one in the west and a second in the
eastern U.S. Stein explained that the act calls for construction
of the first such facility in the 1990's and said that the selection
process for the first dump had been narrowed to three sites, in
Washington, Nevada and Texas. The law provides funding for
construction of the first nuclear dump.

The 1982 law also calls for DOE to identify a second site for a
proposed dump, although not providing the funds for construc-
tion. Stein said that plans call for DOE to narrow the list of
potential eastern U.S. sites to three before seeking construc-
tion funds in 1988.

DOE geologist Bob Levich explained that the Crystalline
Rock Depository Project, the DOE's project to identify a se-
cond potential dump site, began with a list of some 235 poten-
tial rock formations.

On Jan. 16 of this year, the DOE narrowed the list down to 12
potential sites, including a 105-square mile portion of Madison,
Buncombe and Haywood Counties. A second North Carolina
site, in eastern Wake County, was also included in the list of 12
potential sites. Others are located in Georgia, Virginia, Maine,
New Hampshire, Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Levich said that the list was reduced to 12 after DOE studies

~ of literature relating to the geologic history of the areas. Other

factors such as proximity to population centers were also con-
sidered, he said, but added that DOE has not as yet begun field
studies in any of the areas still under consideration. He said
that such field studies will begin later this year.

““We're still in a very early stage of the site selection for the
__second repository,” Levich said. His comments were met with
a chorus of loud jeers.

+Those at
- mation. packefs from DOE outlining the sélection process. -
Anti-dump groups also provided those attending with -
literature.

Following a 90-minute outline of the DOE selection process,

residents until 1:45 a.m. Friday during briefing on proposed the officials opened up the meeting for questions and com-
nuclear waste dump. Meeting was held in the Thomas Wolfe

ments from the public. The DOE officials would sit for another
five hours as some 47 residents peppered them with comments
and questions. At 1:45 a.m. on Friday, the hearing came to an
end at the request of Civic Center officials. The DOE officials
and some 25 WNC residents were on hand when the hearing
ended.
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Local Letter-Writing Campaign Urged

the Thursday night hearing received infos-.. . . "

duﬂn,cndmwd.m

as the General Assembly in
Raleigh was approving a statewide
referendum on a nuclear waste dump
for North Carolina, local leaders of
the anti-dump movement here were
encouraging residents to join in a
letter-writing campaign to halt plans
for a proposed dump in Madison,
Haywood and Buncombe Counties.

Members of the Madison County

Nuclear Waste Education C«nmnm-

(NWEC) are calling on all Madison
Countians to join in writing to state
and federal officials to oppose the
proposed dump in WNC. The NWEC
also hopes to involve local organiza-
tions, churches and schools in the
anti-dump campaign.

A spokesman for the NWEC told
The News Record, “The proposed
dump site in the Sandy Mush area

ranks very high on the DOE’s list of
12 sites. It is thought to be the most
likely choide by some olficials who
have followed the project closely. The
best defense is education and main-
taining continuos contact with our
elected representatives in Raleigh
and Washington"

Anyone interested in contacting the
Nuclear Waste Education Committee
for more information should call

Madzsan Htgh Pnnczpal

Re‘__ "

689-5530 or 689-5228 or write to NWEC,
P.0. Box 291, Mars Hill, N.C. 28754.
Taylor Barnhill, a member of the
NWEC, said, “We need the help of
everyone in this. Community
development clubs, churches,
schools, service clubs, realtors, mer-
chants, young and old. Everyone in
Madison County has a stake in this."”



