By PAULINE B. CHEEK

“Congress shall make no law @

respecting an establishment of
religion , or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof.”

In 1791, James Madison could never
have imagined the controversies
which today surround this provision
of the First Amendment to the US.
Constitution.

“Church, State and the First
Amendment” has been the subject of
a year-long dialogue sponsored by the
Program in the Humanities and
Human Values at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Fund-,
ed by a grant from the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, the pro-
gram brought educators, clergymen,
lawyers and others together in
Durham recently for a three-day pro-
gram.

The three-day program examined
the philosophical, religious and
political perspectives of the First
Amendment and its impact on
American society.

Keynote speaker Robert Bellah
said that religion has always played
an important role in American life,
but as the nation has become more
pluralistic, religion has become more
privatized. Bellah noted that, while
“fundamentalism is rampant in the
1980's", he feared the dissolution on
religious norms as a greater threat to
society. Bellah, author of '*Habits of
the Heart,” called for religious
organizations to act and mediating
bodies in disputes between in-
dividuals and the government.

U.S. Attorney Samuel Currin said
that recent court decisions have
“supported secularization and in-
terference in religion.”

Emory University law professor
Harold Berman told the meeting that
the U.S. was preceived as a Christian
nation for the first 150 years of hits
history. A trend away from that
perception began 60 years ago
without any philosophical consensus,
Berman said.

Saying that the Constitution would
“become mere idolatry” unless “'it
has a higher justification in transcen-
dant values.”

UNC law professor Daniel Pollitt
took issue with both Berman and
Belllah's assessments. Pollitt argued
that failure to apply the “free exer-
cise" clause to the states would leave
the U.S. “without much protection.”
He warned that this would lead to a

SART
To Hold
Auditions

The Southern Appalachian Reper-

". tory Theatre (SART) will hold audi-

tions for its 1986 season on March 15
from 1 until 5 pm. in the Owen
Theatre. on the Mars Hill College
. campus.

Productions planned for the 1986
summer season include Ibsen's “‘An
Enemy Of The People”, Bernard
Sabath's “You Caught Me Dancing”
and two world premiers, “Earline’,

. written by Judy Simpson Cook, and
“Lollapaloza” by C. Robert Jones.

- -Auditioners are asked to prepare at
least one short audition piece, ap-

proximately one minute long, and one

song. An accompanist will be provid-

ed. For more information concerning
the auditions, call managing director
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American Way, took part n 1 panes Bentley Named To ECU Honor Roll
discussion regarding problems fac
mxnmmm . Rhonda Lynn Bentley, a Madison in Greenville.
Can or should religion and politics High School graduate, has beennam-  Miss Bentley is the daughiter of Dr.
be brought together” ed to the honor roll for the fall and Mrs. Fred B. Bentley of Mars
The Rev. Joseph L. Roberts Jr. of semester at East Carolina University Hill.
the Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atlanta said that his successor, the -
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., had

demonstrated how religion and " ‘TE!(‘,’PEOHE’S

politics could be kepl “in creative
tension." The lesson of King's life,
Roberts said, was *‘never to hate the
person who holds a diametrically op-

I
posite view." -
Rev. Roberts and Father Drinan (Tﬁlngs
both appealed for Americans to
transcend their political and religious

diferences and address instead th
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“Flowers for all Dccasions”

CENTER

We Specialize in Spine and Nerve Rehabilitation BRUSH CREEK GULF
Located at Banks Family Square Rt. 5, Marshall
Burnsville, N.C. Gg?-ﬂ 157 849-9041
Open Mon.-Wed. -Fri. 8:30-12 Noon 3:00 p.mi.-6:00 p.m.
Thurs. 10:008.m.- 12 Noon Sat.

Frisby's Body Shop |SSSNESIN B
649- Marsha g -~ , The Chain Saw Professionals
“Sremmmm rulll:m ASHEVILLE OUTDOOR POWER EQUIP.
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p— , ’ens T (704) 645-9440

R ML N O e

O. A. Gregory Inc.
Distributors of
Gulf Oil Products

Compliments Of
Wolf Laurel
Resort
6894111 :

Rice Alignment 3
T79AikenRoad J
Asheville, N.C. 28804
“Specializing in all zuu—m align-
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church news to our community by | XCEKDE
sponsoring this page contact
. THE NEwS RECORD
P.O. Box 369
Marshall, N.C. 28753

e Spring ‘86 &
w Hair Styles @

Our staff recently attended the /% &
1986 Hair Show. We would like -{H{®®
to help you with a fresh, new o
look for spring!
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Angie’s Beauty Shop
BigBranchRd. ® Mars Hill  (Former Tommy Jo's Florist Building)
For appointment or information Monday-Saturday 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
call: 689-4536 Tuesdays and Thursdays
Walk-ins always welcome untii 9:00 p.m.

Mary's Restaurant
Marshall By-Pass
649-3215
Compliments of

.".l

Main Street, Weaverville, N.C.
(704) 645-6583

Compliments of
HOT SPRINGS
HEALTH PROGRAM

649-2112

COMPLIMENTS OF
SLUDERS

_ FOOD MART
HWY. 19 MARS HILL
689-4232

" MARS HILL GARAGE

Specializing in foreign and dom-
estic major and minor repairs.
601 Old Bull Creek Road
Owner-David C. Rice

689-3088

We are pleased to share
your good news. Send your
- church news to:
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