By BILL STUDENC
Editor

The allrition rate for county
employees rose again last week as
the Madison County Board of Com-
missioners fired tax supervisor
Wesley Staude, leading to charges
that the commissioners are hiring
and firing on the basis of politics.

Staude joined finance officer David
Caldwell and transportation director
Debra Jean Roberts on the list of
county employees fired by the new
commissioners during their first two
weeks of office.

Staude’s firing, which came during
a special meeling Friday afternoon,
resulted in a barrage of accusations
aimed al board Chairman Robert
Capps and Commissioner John
Hensley, who voted in favor of the fir-
ing. Commissioner Reese Steen, as
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has often been the case early in the
new board’s term, cast the lone no
vole.

Steen also delivered a stinging
criticism of the county’s hiring prac-
tices.

"The people feel like if you want to
gel hired (for a counly job), you
either go up to the funeral home and
see Bobby Capps or go up on the hill
and see (Democralic Party leader)
Zeno Ponder, or go downstairs and
see (county school superintendent)
Bobby Edwards,” Steen said toward
the end of a temper-filled meeting.
“Three people are doing all the hir-
ing."

Steen has advocaled the hiring of
county employees after advertising
job openings and interviewing ap-
plicants before selecling the most
qualified person, rather than on the

Outlook Bleak
For Facility
In Weaverville

By ANNE KITCHELL
Staff Writer

The Blue Ridge Mental Health
group surprised Weaverville
residents and cily officials by
withdrawing a proposal for annexa-
tion of property on Dogwood Drive
during the town council meeting Mon-
day evening.

In an eleventh hour effort to
salvage available funding for a facili-
ly to house 30 mentally retarded
adults, Blue Ridge attorney David
Matney withdrew the original request
Matney ther submitfed an alter-
native plan for-a new site between
Monticello and New Stock roads.

The new tract of land would be pur-
chased through a N.C. Community
Development Block Grant to build on
to existing water and sewer lines.

“We'll be providing a mile of sewer
and water lines the city can lap into,”
said Matney.

Weaverville Mayor Reece Lasher
said the cily would have to lift a

moratorium on new walter lines. That
would require another public hear-
ing.

“*Others have asked us to lift the
moratorium and we have consistant-
ly refused,” said Lasher.

The future of the proposed facility
rests upon whether project
developers can find a suitable site by
Dec. 31, at which time the industrial
revenue bonds will expire. The other
oplion would be lo find alternative
financing lhrough government
sources.

“Tdon’'t know what more we can do.

“The mmunitymm'

say,”" said ‘Lasher. ''Other than
rescinding the moratorium, the only
option would be petitioning for
salellite annexation.’

The council voted on lifting the
moratorium on water lines and the
motion failed 5-0.

No more was said about the group's
proposal until later in the meeling
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Critics ol the board have Nlmod
the firings on Madison's so-called
political machine and its leader Zeno
Ponder.

Capps denied that politics were in-
volved in his decisions, and pointed
out the hiring of Eddie Fox, a
Republican, as director. of the
county's ambulance service.

Bob Phillips, an unsuccessful
Republican candidate for county
commissioner, was among the
several people at Friday's meeling
who agreed with Steen,

Phillips asked Capps why Staude
was being fired. The discussion prior
lo the termination of Staude took
place in a closed, execulive session.

“I think Mr. Staude understands,"
Capps said.

Phillips told Capps that he believed

the hirings and firings of county

mm has been based on politics,
than on the qualifications of

employees and applicants.

*I'm not the only person here who
thinks the bulk of decisions made
here are made on the basis of
polities,” Phillips said. I assure you
that I'm not the only one. Time will
tell.”

Capps denied that politics played
any role in the board’s decisions.

“Are you telling me that no
political pressure was broughl to
bear to hire Ashley Ball' Phillips
said.

**No, sir. No, sir,” Phillips said.

The county rehired Ball, a former
sanitarian in the Health Department
who was let go by the previous board
of commissioners for “budgetary
reasons."

The annual Marshall Christmas Pageant was held Friday
and Saturday nights on the lawn of the Madison County
Courthouse. Hundreds of pageant-goers braved below-
freezing weather to take in the festivities, which included

alive nativity scene.

Landfill Alternatlves Debated

By BILL STUDENC
Editor
Madison County could find ilself
withoul a place Lo dispose of ils gar-
bage Lhis spring, and may be forced
Lo transporl its trash to anotheg coun-

hndthal :sonereasmcwnl
ficials need to start looking at it
natives lo landfills for disposal of
Madison's garbage.

Thal was one of Lthe points of discus-

sion during a recenl meeting held in
Marshall to address the problem of
the county's rapidly filling landfill

Jim Brown, director of the county
landfill, lold aboul 20 inlerested
residents, environmental group
members and regional officials that
Madison's landfill is fast approaching
capacily.

“Right now, it doesn't look like
we've gol over three or four months
left,” Brown said al the Dec.’'8
meeling,

Adding to the problem is the fact
thal stale officials have nol approved
several tracts of land that counly of-
ficials have considered for a new
landfill.

It takes about six months for a site
lobaforalandﬂll ‘once ap-
proved'by the state, Brown said.

‘With only three months remaining

ludfnllnd no replace-
‘llul will mean that

one permitted before we could imple-
ment anything, and that's if we really
hurried everything,”” Brown said.
Preparation of the property for a
landfill, including the building of
roads and dikes, would take about

iring Spree

Ball had filed a lawsuit against the
county seeking back wages and at-
torney fees. The county agreed at a
Dec. 8 special meeling to rehire him
if he would drop his lawsuit.

Mrs. Ball, employed by the
Madison County Department of
Social Services, was also fired in July
for budgetary reasons.

The new board agreed Friday to
rehire Mrs. Ball, if she would also
agree to drop her lawsuil against the
county. The move will cost the county
§7,816 for the rest of the fiscal year.

The decision lo rehire the Balls pro-
mpled additional, and often-heated,
discussion,

A former ambulance service
employee, Tubbie Deaver, had asked
Dec. 1 to be rehired, saying he had
been fired without reason. Capps told
Deaver that he would look into the re-

Marshall

quest.

Deaver appeared at Friday's
meeting to ask if he would be rehired
or not. Capps told him that he could
not be rehired because there were
currently no openings.

Deaver said Capps did not say he
would be rehired “‘when you have an
opening.”” and said that Capps had
told him prior to the Nov. 4 election
that, if he was elected county com-
missioner, he would see thal Deaver
was rehired

“You can't tell him that before an
election. That’s illegal,” said Ann
Ryder, saying that promising a coun-
ty job to a voter is a form of vote-
buying

“I'l have
Phillips,"
political.”
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Board

to along with Mr.
Deaver said. “It's all

Member Costs

Town $1

By BILL STUDEN(
Editor
A decision apparently made by one
Marshall aldermen acting without
the stamp of approval of the full town
governing board may have resulted
in $1,600 in unexpected expenses,
Alderman Faye Reid apparently
had construction workers lay a new
water line from on the side of the road
opposite her Island Road home, in-
stead of across her property as
originally planned.
That's according to Gl.ry McGill,
«an. Asheville
'November by the Marshall Board of
: ‘as the town’s engineer.
McGill satd Monday that Reid, dur-
ing a March pre-construction con-
ference concerning the Island Road
water project, told him that she
would like the line to be moved to the
north side of the road.
Reid owns property on the south
side of Island Road.
According to town board minutes,
the relocated waler line was not

three months, and could not begin un-

til after winter.

“1 feel sure we will get a landfill ©
permilted for Madison County. Just

when, [ don’t know,” Brown said.

“It's very possible that we will .

have lo work oul some other alter-

nalive for a period of time,"’ he said,
“If possible, we could work '

something oul with another county,

even if for a maximum of just two or.. |

three months."

Them'bumtyl!om'dd&ln -.
missioners is aware of the landfill
problem, and has writlen letters to |

the towns of Marshall, Mars Hill and
Hol Springs,

in those letters, Lhe county is infor-
mmwmmwhww

engineer fired D
the

,600

discussed in a public meeting until
July 14

Reid, when contacted for comment
Tuesday, said she did not authorize
the changes, but simply suggested
that the water line be moved lo the
north side of Island Road so that
several brick walls - including walls
on her property - would not be
damaged by construction.

But McGill says he specifically ask-
ed Reid at the pre-construction con-
ference where the waler lme should
Bo - :
. “JW mm; gh, .
that where you want it?" " McGill
said. “She said (hat's where she
wanted it."

The reason Reid gave for the
change was that construction of the
lines might damage brick walls in
front of her house, he said.

“We didn’t think that concern
deserved meril because, if we did, we
would have put the line on the other
side,’ he said.
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