The first forest fire of the spring
burned out of control in the rugged
Little Laurel section of Madison
County for nearly a day before being
contained by firefighters early Wed-
nesday

The fire — caused by a downed
power line, fed by dry timberland and
fanned by high winds — claimed an
estimated 100 acres of land before
firefighters could bring the blaze
under control.

Most of the burned land is privately
owned, although several acres of the
Pisgah National Forest were charred
by the fire, according to forest serviee
officials at the scene.

The fire was still burning Wed-
nesday afternoon, and crews from the
U.S. Forest Service, N.C. Forest Ser-
vice and Madison County fire de-
partments remained in the Little
Laurel area Wednesday afternoon.

“We can't officially call it contained
until after we complete the burn-out
operation,” said Ron Lintz, deputy re-
source assistant with the U.S. Forest
Service. “We’ve still got some hollows
that are burning.”

About 100 firefighters responded to
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the blaze, including helicopter crews,
three airplane tankers and a bulldozer
unit, according to officials. Some 35
remained at the scene early Wed-
nesday afternoon.

Forest Ranger Tony Webb,
stationed in Madison County, sald the
fire began from electrical sparks
caused when a tree fell across an elec-

trical power line Tuesday morning.
‘A white pine fell on a power line,
and the wind just fanned it,"" Webb
said. “‘We've estimated that over
100 acres have been burned."’
Ranger Bill Leatherwood got the
fire call at 10:50 a.m. Tuesday, and

-Continued on back page

‘Copters Battle Blaze

Helicopter crews helped fight a forest fire in
Madison County on Tuesday, dumping large
buckets of water on the “hot spots.”™ Above,
workers fill the buckets with water while the

helicopter pilot readies for takeoff. Left, the
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helicopter leaves with its load. About 100 ac-
res, including land in the Pisgah National
Forest, burned before firefighters could bring
the blaze under control.

Hot Springs Chief Of Police Disappears

By BILL STUDENC
Editer
John Barrett, controversial police
Md!ﬁ“lﬂm“n-

Getman. “We've had no phone calls.
He didn't notify anyone. He just up
and took off. Whether it's permanent
or not, we don’t know." -

“Heﬁ.ltldtmdnuuwnld mumncmmdh
never be back,” Hot Springs Mayor vestigation was wrapping up an in-
Kenny Ramsey said. “I have no idea vestigation of a New Year's Eve acci-
why. I didn’t have the least idea this dent involving Barrett and Hot Spr-
was coming."' ings' only police car.

Town officials say that Barrett ap-  SBI agents had been in Hot Springs
parently left town - and the state of during the past month to look into
North Carolina - with another - allegations that Barrett may have
woman. been intoxicated when he and former

“‘He left with another individual of Madison' County Commissibner
the female persuasion for parts Virginia Anderson crashed shortly
unknown," said Officer Terry Lee after midnight Jan. 1. The police car

‘He just left and said he would never be back. I have no idea
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Barrett had repeatedly centended
that he had not been drinking prior to
the aceident, and said that he was in
pursuit of an unidentified speeding
vehicle at the time of the crash.

But some Hot Springs residents say
that Barrett had been seen at two
New Year's parties prior to the acci-
dent. Other residenis said Barreit
was nol in pursuit of anyone, but was
driving up and down the street, siren
blaring, to ring in the New Year.
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Barrelt said those ruldonn ap-
parently had a grudge against him
for a traffic ticket or other similar
situation.

J. Thomas Rusher, district at-
torney for the 24th Judicial District,

" in January asked the N.C. Attorney

General's Office to look into those
allegations. Rusher said someone
without a tie to county politics should
handle the investigation,

The Attorney General's Office ap-
pointed the SBI to conduct the in-

vestlgnhon. completed last week.
*Our mvtion has been com-
pleted,” Charles Dunn, assistant

—

Dtmnwuddnotapecuhledany
charges against Barrett would stem
from the investigation. Bill Farrell,

director of the SBI in Raleigh, said mwmhmm

F‘Hdny “l'hnismbeinl General’s Office,
it sh gotnlhed uﬁswyahpd

out of the office
p!bemndnd

in’ thé "for comment

The Attorney General's Office will
then decide what action - if any — to
take.

The fact that Barrett has left town
should have no effect on the outcome
of the investigation, Dunn said.

“I don’t know that it will have any
effect,” he said. ““The investigation
has been completed, and it will be up
to the special prosécutor as to what
action will pe taken. That action can
be taken whether he (Barrett) is
there or not."”

ﬂcmlsdm’thdimthohvﬂltioo
had much to do with his disap-
pearance,

“I wouldn’t think ®0,” Ramsey
said. “‘I don't really think it had much
to do with it."”

“It (the investigation) may have
added to it,” Getman said. “Whether
or not it had a real direct bearing, on-
ly Mr. Bnrnttuidho'hrm
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Weaverville, Yancey, Marshaﬂ
Merchants Discuss Cooperation

By ANNE KITCHELL
Staff Writer

From Weaverville to Hot Springs,
businesses are banding together in an
attempt to keep retail dollars from
leaving the Madison-Yancey-North
Buncombe area.

‘The cooperative spirit between
communities is a sign of the re
juvenated interest local merchants
have in saving their investments, the

s say.
Marshall Merchants’ Associa-

:'h recently hosted representatives
Mmecmntynnquvrvme

the possibility of pooling
in a joint effort to boost the
mmmy

. Weaverville Town Manager

s Horne and Yancey County

tative Wanda Proffitt joined the Mar-
shall Merchants. in a round-table
discussion concerning cooperative
economic development planning,

‘“We need to get some activities go-
ing,” Horne said. “‘Communities need
to take inmmmmmm
on attainable goals."”

Horne suggested the Marshall mer-
chants should concentrate on pro-
moung the unique qualities of the

“l‘he drive to Mnrlhll is
beautiful," Horne said. “‘Merchants
have to work together ta find ways to
puﬂpeoﬂemmmnnpw
of driving by.” =

the area is an annual eraft fair, which
inhmmtotbe
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merce has shown
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