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Editorial

The Depot’s Ours -

probably be the best dollar that Marshall Mayor Anita

hés ever spent.
‘Ward dug down deep last week, offering to pay the first
year's rent on the old Marshall depot, which, if things go ac-
ewdinto;lu.wﬂl mhmyuhdinto a musuem of .
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the town of Marshall for the paltry sum of $1 a year. The com-
pany is throwing in the building for free.

And that makes the railroad company the truly

party in this story-with-a-happy-ending.

Southern Railway officials at first seemed, at least to some
‘Marshall folks, like the bad guys. They had closed the old
depot and were about to lower the wrecking ball on the
building when town officials and residents sprung into action

_'to save the depot — and a piece of Marshall’s history.

- The railroad then offered to give the building to the town on
one condition - it had to be moved to another site in town. The
depot’s location, right-smack-dab between the railroad tracks
and U.S. 25-70 (also known as Main Street Marshall), madeita
hazard, the railroad officials said, and could leave
Railway open for a major lawsuit. _

~ Apparently, the head honchos up in company headquarters

hvumndidn'trealinthatalmouthemumwwnofm,

mhmmﬂ between the railroad tracks and the highway.
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Let’s Put It To Use

the other, there wasn’t really anyplace else to put the depot.

That's why the town — and the railroad and the depot — are
where they are today.

Finally, after months of negotiations between the town of

Maruhull md Southern Rlihuy. the railroad company

whict;meﬂect donates the
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Although the document, full of licensees and parties of the
first part, might seem a little much for such a simple agree-
ment, you can’t really blame the railroad company for wan-
ting to make sure it has kept itself covered. In an era where
lawsuits are filed at the drop of the hat, it seems that multi-
million dollar corporations can’t be too careful.

Current plans call for renovation of the depot into a museum
that will illustrate the impact that the railroad system had on
Western North Carolina.

Back in December, during a public hearing on the future of
the depot, some of those at the forefront of the “Save The
Depot” movement called the proposed museum the cor-
nerstone of a revitalization of Marshall’s downtown economy.

As Beatrice Banks of Marshall said at that December public
hearing: “To remove the depot from that end of town would
change our future as well as our past. The Southern Railway
depot shaped our past. Please allow it to help us shape our
future.”

Southern Railway has given Marshall that chance. Now it is
up to Marshall to take full advantage of this golden opportuni-

a mountain on one side and the French Broad River on ‘fy.

Do You Feel $1.5 Trillion Safer?
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By JOSEPH GODWIN

Recently, I have much about
values or ethics as relate to the
public school curriculum. Much to
my horror, a great deal of what I read
implies, or states, that values cannot
be taught without involving some
form of religious bias or without
violating the religion clause of the
First Amendment.

Balderdash!

In the first place, all people have
some form of value system — some
sense of relative worth and
preference hierarchy. Nor do all of
these derive from religion in any for-
mal sense of the term.

Secondly, it is a comparable level
of civilization rather than relatively
comparable religious beliefs that
make for comparable value systems
or ethical structures.

While no person has a right to im-
pose his or her private theological
beliefs upon another human being,
every teacher has an obligaton to
teach those positive elements which
make for civility and stability in all
societies and cultures.

We hear the empty-headed notion
that schoolteachers don't know how
to teach ethics or morality without in-
volving religious preference in the
public school.

I diagree! Any person who cannot
teach morality at any grade level in
public school without ever touching
religion is either too immature to
teach or is short on morality himself.

Christianity, Judaism, Islam and
Hinduism all prohibit stealing. Well,
then, when I refuse to engage in
thievery, which of these religions am
I practicing? Maybe none of them.
I'm just aware that human interac-
tion is more pleasant work runs more
smoothly if no stealing takes place.

ple get into is not because they are
bad nor because they want to cause
trouble.

At best, they are ignorant; at
worst, they are despondent. And all
the time, they are confused without
clear voices and ble models
to show them what is right and what
is wrong.

This adult generation cannot claim
the personal rights of the younger
generation as an excuse for not
teaching them that personal respon-
sibility pays off in terms of public
good and personal satisfaction.

Letters To The Editor

Why Was He Fired?

To the Editor:

In time all things pass and hopeful-
ly as time goes by, things will im-
prove on Bald Mountain. Mother
Nature will take care of much
damage done by the storm, but time
and Mother Nature may not take care
of all Bald Mountain’s other pro-
blems.

On Saturday, Feb. 28, during the

My husband and I were shocked to
say the least when we received a
phone call saying Shag Rice had been
fired for removing this trash from our
property. Shag was aware of my hus-
band’s illness and had offered to help
us. Should anyone be fired from his
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