By BILL STUDENC
Editor

A Madison County jury deliberated
for less than 45 minutes Tuesday
before finding former N.C. Board of
Transportation member Zeno H.
Ponder not gulity of conspiring to pro-
fit from inside information.

The verdiet came in the second day
of the surprisingly fast-moving trial
of Ponder, 66, a longtime leader in the
Madison County Democratic Party.

Ponder, a member of the state
Board of Transportation from 1881 to
1985, had been charged with conspir-
ing with three others to profit from
the purchase of land in the route of a
proposed road project in Madison
County

Prosecutors alleged that Ponder in
1982 purchaed tracts of land in the
path of the Sweetwater Gap Road
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public. Those purchases were made

a partpership including

m his wife, Marie, nephew

Leoward Ponder and business
associate Marshall Kanter,
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land, located in the Redmon area,
with the intention of providing the
state Department of Transportation

Cﬂl-ul flocked !‘Iﬂny to the new Roses
store located in the Weaverville Plaza.

for more than three

political harassment
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to them. Maybe they've learned

with free rights-of-way, guaranteeing
that the road would be buiit;

The road, linking the community of
Trust to Marshall, would cut in half
the two-and-a-half hour bus trip
school children in the southwestern
corner of the county take one way
each day to Madison High School,
Ponder said.

After a little more than a day of
testimony in Madison County
Superior Court, the jury ruled in
favor of Pmder apparently closing
the file ou his controversial land deal-
ings of

Ponder hugged his wife nnd shook
the hand of his attorney,
W Asheville, upon hearing the

chatted with several of the jurors,
“This has been political harass-

ment for more than three years,”

Ponder said Tuesday onulda
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Weavervllle Plaza Roses Sneaks’

their lesson, but I deubt it.”’
—Zeno Ponder

Madison County Courthouse. “I hope
it turns out to be a little political em-
barrassment to them, Maybe they've
learned their lesson, but I doubt it.”
Ponder, who in 1985 faced federal
mail fraud charges stemming from
the same land deals, has blamed the
Republican Party for the charges
against him. Former U.S. Attorney
Charles Brewer, who prosecuted
Ponder on the federal charges, is a
Republican, as is  24th Judicial
District Attorney J. Thomas Rusher,
who submitted a bill of indictment
against Ponder to a Madison County
grand jl.lry earlier this year.
Federal charges were dismissed in
January 1986 by a U.S, District Court

He also shook hands and judge:

Ponder’s attorney, Herbert Hyde of
Asheville, had sought a similar end to
the latest charge when he asked

Special Superior Court Judge George

il M 30, the store has been in operation
since Friday, the date of its “‘sneak opening.”’

nreduluhmim before the grand
opening,”” said K.W. Geoffreys,
manager of the Roses store.
Roses, which employs 150 full- and
part-time staff and covers 54,000
square feet of the shopping center, is
open from ¢ am. - § p.m. Monday -
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Phu are still
' Food Lion
o tnumect. 11,
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Fountain to dismiss the charges in
light of recently approved legislation
N.uhtlng the conduct of slate of-

A slalute passed earlier this year
by the General Assembly makes it a
misdemeanor, rather than a felony,
for state officials to profit from the
use of inside information available to

Because the statute of limitations
on misdemeanors expires two years
after the date of the offense (in this
case, the statute of limitations would
have expired in 1984), the court
should dismiss the case, Hyde said
Monday morning.

Fountain denied Hyde's motion,
and also rejected a similar motion
that the case be transfered to District
Court.

That set the scene for the selection
of jurors for the trial ~ a process
which took about an hour, much to the
surprise of courtroom observers who
had predicted a lengthy jury selection
process.

Billy Rose, former state highway
administrator, and Earl McEntire,

-Continwed on Page 9
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Tuesday’s not guilty verdict.

Fox Will Remain
In Mars Hill Vote

%Mthathclivadmﬂsida
the townlimits until earlier this

Tuesday,
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munieipal election.

Questiohs surrounding the
legitiméey of Fox's candidacy arose
when election officials learned that

. Fox, director of the Madison County

' Emergency Management Services,
had lived outside Mars Hill town
limits since December 1986,

‘‘He moved about 500 yards outside
the town limits, but never bothered to
tell the election people in town he had
movnﬂ,mhtwumlllhudonme

books as living in town,”
said Walter Smith, Mars Hill election
board chairman.

Elettion officials, after learning of -
the potential problem, called for last
week's hearing to determine whether
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election,”’ he

Had elncﬁon board found pro-
bable.cause to remove Fox ds a can-
didate, the board would have had to

-Continued on Page 9

Lunsford Withdraws
-_'Fm'm Marshall Race

From Staff Reports

The race for the Marshall Board
of Aldermen already has its first
casualty.

Sammy Lunsford, a former
Marshall aldérman unseated dur-
ing the election of 1985,  has
withdrawn as one of eight can-
didates for alderman,

He withdrew his name Friday -
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one week after the deadline for fil-
ing for municipal éffice.

Lunsford, contacted over the
weekend, said his decision to
withdraw from the race was based
on the
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