Editorial

No More Hind Teat For WNC

Madison County'’s favorite son, Liston B. Ramsey, has been
drawing a little criticism lately. It seems that some folks think
the Speaker of North Carolina’s House of Representatives has
been sending too many slices of the state’s financial pie back
home.
., Ramsey has been charged with dipping into the General

hnemblys pork barrels, grabbing millions of dollars and
dispersing them among the counties of Western North
- Carolina.

Even our compatriots at The News and Observer in Raleigh,
with whom we almost always see eye-to-eye, say that Liston
has sent too many dollars “to the loyal voters of his district.”
(See cartoon)

Sorry, guys. We don’t see it that way.

Sure, Ramsey may have used his clout to spoon some extra
servings of ‘‘pork’ for Western North Carolina. But mountain
counties have historically been the red-headed stepchild of the
state. The needs of WNC's poorer, less-populated counties
have for far too long been ignored by legislators from the
highly populated counties of central and eastern North
Carolina. ¥

For decades, Western North Carolina went without ade-
quate highways, without state-funded institutions of higher
learning, without well-funded community colleges, without
modern water and sewer facilities. It has only been through
the efforts of Ramsey and other mountain legislators that the
highways connecting WNC to the rest of the state have been
built, that the University of North Carolina at Asheville has

become a respected institution, that thousands of mountain
folks have been able to enroll in technical colleges, that indoor
plumbing and hot-and-cold running water have become the
rule rather than the exception.

Ammgthepmihnrmlitumthatﬂamseyhashelpedhmd
during the 1987-89 biennium are funds for water and sewer pro-
jects in Marshall, for a mmmmw
County and for an even and better Madison campus of
Asheville-Buncombe Technical College than originally plann-
ed.

Also receiving pork barrel funds in WNC were Southwestern
Techinical College in Sylva, the Western North Carolina
Agricultural Center in Arden, the Farmers’ Market in
Asheville and a high-technology center at Haywood Technical
College. The city of Asheville’s Park Place project, a art and
culture center under construction in the downtown district, got
a $3 million slab of pork. ‘

Western North Carolina may well have grabbed more than
its share from the state’s pork barrels on this go around.
Although Ramsey may have served up a healthy portion of
pork for WNC from the deep barrels in Raleigh, that does not

make up for years and years of suckling at the hind teat. «month

We've still got some catching up to do.

Someday, the state’s legislators may come up with a for-
mula through which they will equitably distribute pork barre!
funds. But until that day comes, Western North Carolina
residents should hope and pray that Ramsey keeps winning re-

election and keeps being named-House speaker. It'saboq_:t 2
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For Nature's Signs
Of Rain On The Way

A traditional bit of forecasting is
seen in the following quatrain, widely
quoted in days gone by.

‘‘Evening red and morning gray

Help the traveler on his way
Evening gray and morning red

Bring down rain upon his head.”

The appearance of the sunset may
also foretell rain - or the lack of it. If

The moon is a faithful weather pro-
phet in the eyes of the folk. A circle
around the moon is a sign of rain
(sometimes snow), and the number
armmd the moon indicates

ber of days before rain will
fall. 11|e moon in a tipped position
may mean that a deluge is on the
way.

Weather signs associated with the
sun usually point to fair weather, but
there is at least one exception. When
the devil is beating his wife (light rain
while the sun is , there will be
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sign of rain, but there’s a catch -
must blow for at least 24 hours.
Many signs of rain involve the
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behavior of birds and animals, both
wild and domestic. When crows,
owls, swallows, cardinals and

feathers on high ground, rain is in the
air.

When cows attempt to scratch their
ears and when they refuse to drink
water in dry weather a heavy rain
can be expected. A like result can be
anticipated when dogs get indigestion
from eating too much grass. The con-
tinued sneezing of a cat also indicates
rain.

The appearance of an unusual
number of field mice in the open may
denote rain, and rabbits cavorting
along dusty roads are a sure indicator
of the same.

The behavior of insects can also be
studied to predict the weather. When
fleas bite especially hard, when gnats
are difficult to brush away, when flies
are most bothersome to the
housewife, rain is imminent.

If all the signs are wrong and only
dry weather seems in prospect, then
it is up to the individual who desires
rain to do something about it.

Folk tradition holds that if only a
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The Way ._l‘Ve Were
A Look Back
Through The Pages
Of The News Record

Seventy-eight years ago this
, The Record
reported the resignation of the mayor
of Weaverville; a Mr. Lotspeich. He
-uwwmm

An Alexander man was charged
with taking indecent liberties with his
21-year old daughter.
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addiction and Bayer Aspirin. The
Marshall Pharmacy iuhlhd a
telephone and urged customers to
phone orders in. Apparently
telephone service had just arrived in
Marshall. The pharmacy's telephone
number was 6.'

Dr. C.N. Sprinkle and his wife were
injured in an automobile accident on
Reems Creek. Their car was hit by a
truck at a road
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