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By BILL STUDENC
Editor
The Madison County Board of

' BEducation amended its long-range

Gerald Young
...suggests bond issue

facilities plan Thursday, agreeing to
retain a school in the town of Hot Spr-
ings for students in kindergarten
through eighth grade in the western
end of the county,

The decision comes after two mon-
ths of coniroversy surrounding the
N.C. Division of School Planning
recommendation calling for massive
consolidation and the creation of a
countywide middle school for grades
68,

Under the unanimously approved
amendment, students in grades 6-8 at
Hot Springs and Spring Creek will
have the option of attending a K-8
facility at Hot Springs, or the new
consolidated school,

Sixth- through eighth-graders at

DELIVERY

ﬁon Plan Amended

Spring Creek and Hot Springs should
be able to enjoy the advantages that
the larger consolidated middle school
would provide, said school board
Chairman James Baker.

School board members called the
amended plan ‘‘a good compromise.”’

““This gives as many people as
possible what they want, but at the
same time, never for a minute
overlooks the well-being of the
children,”” Baker said.

The amended plan follows most of
the recommendations originally
made by state planners and tentative-
ly adopted by the school board - with
the exception of facilities in Hot Spr-
ings and Spring Creek.

The state plan called for the phas-
ing out of schools at Hot Springs,
Latrel, Marshall and Walnut.
Students in grades K-5 at those
schools would be consolidated in a

Weaverville Council OKs
Golf Course Annexation

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

The Weaverville Town Council
agreed in a split decision Thursday
night to proceed with the satellite an-
nexation of 90 acres of the Reems
Creek Golf Club.

That decision came during a

Councilmen B:
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Kenmure Associates of Hmk
ville asking the town to annex 189
homesites planned at the develop-
ment, located 1.2 miles outside town
limilts.

A standing-room-only crowd jamm-
ed Weaverville Town Hall for the
meeting, and several residents did
not hesitate to let lown officials know
their feelings on the annexation —- and

on the special meeting.
Weaverville Mayor Reese Lasher,
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who normally does not Vote in town
council meetings, was forced to cast
the deciding vote when council
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But several Weaverville residents
present at the meeting said they were
upset because town officials had call-
ed the special meeting to vote on the

annexation question.
The council,

new elementary school, to be built
north of Marshall,

Students in grades 68 at those
schools would join sixth- through
eighth-graders from Mars Hill and
Spring Creek in a consolidated mid-
dle school to be built near Madison
High School.

Under the state plan, students in
grades K-5 at Spring Creek would re-
main at a small, renovated school in
that community because of problems
transporting younger children to the
consolidated school.

In public discussion of the con-
solidation issue, the majority of
speakers from Spring Creek said they
wanted to keep a community school.
Some Spring Creek residents said
they prefered the benefits of a larger
school, but would rather send their
children to Hot Springs than to the
Marshall area.
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""Economically speaking, I do not
feel like there is a sufficient popula-
tion to support a separate school at
Spring Creek,” Baker said. “I'm
sorry. I know many of you want a
school at Spring Creek."’

Walnut residents had also asked
that a school be kept in their com-
munity. Baker said the new con-
solidated elementary school will be
built north of Marshall, “in the vicini-
ty of Walnut.”

One idea proposed by some
residents was a K-8 school at Hot Spr-
ings for students at Hot Springs, Spr-
ing Creek and Laurel. Baker said he
had supported that plan until many
Laurel residents said they preferred
their children to go to Marshall.

“The people of Hot Springs have
been consistent with wanting a school
&t Hot Springs,’’ Baker said. “'I've not
changed my mind on that. There are

nexation, in scheduled meeting Feb. 15, had:
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Creek Golf Club request.
Beeammes-zmdounouwte— Some angry residents asked if the
sent a two-thirds majority, a second council would call another special
vote will be held on the Reems Creek meeting (o speed up the annexation
Golf Club annexation request at the process. Town Manager Charles

council's March 21 meeting. ~Continued on back page

Thursday's special meeting to -
“"remove from the table"” the Reems
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Weavenrme Mayor Reese Lasher luh over an agreement
with the developers of Reems Creek Golf Club, who have
petitioned the town for voluntary satellite annexation.

TVA Pilot Project
Requires Approval
Of County Board

By BILL STUDENC Gonia told chamber members ldst
month. that in order for Madison
County to qualify as one of four coun-
ties to participate in the pilot pro-
gram, he must have letters of ap-
proval from the chamber, as lead

agency in the project, and from the

commissioners.

But county commissioners said last
month they would not approve
ummmammmm
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three township areas in the county,
and each area should have a school
there,"”

Baker said that Hot Springs
residents’ insistence on a school in
their community was a key factor in
the board’s decision.

‘I would not have been in favor of a
K-8 school at" Hot Springs if not for
what you people told us,” he said. "I
still feel it would be better to go to a
central middle school, despite the
long distance.”

The school board agreed to adopt a
resolution allowing Hot Springs and
Spring Creek students to attend the
consolidated school, and thal the
county would provide transportation.

The Madison County Board of Com-
missioners, meeting jointly with the
school board, agreed to the amended
school facilities plan.

-Continued on back page

Thorsen

Murder
Trial
Begins

From Slaff Reports
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began hearing evidence Monday

in the trial of Jon C. Thorsen, 44,
charged with second-degree
murder in the March 1987 shooting
death of his wife.

Thorsen, of S. Bear Creek Road,
Marshall, is charged with shooting
his wife, Claudia Ann Thorsen, in
the head following a domestic
dispute.

Mrs. Thorsen, a wailress at
Mary's Restaurant in Marshall,
died about four hours after receiv-
ing a single gunshot wound to the
head March 15, 1987, She had been
shot at close range with a .32
caliber revolver.

Thorsen, represented by at-
torney Stephen Huff, apparently
will contend that his wife shot
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sidered suicide as a possibility in
the shooting, but later ruled out a
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