By BILL STUDENC
Editor

Madison County Sheriff Dedrick
Brown says he can reduce his depart-
ment’s spending by about $2,000 a
month without laying off deputies.

But Ralph Rice, Madison County
finance officer, says that's not
enough to prevenl the sherifl's
department from spending more
money than the county has in its bank
account,

The Madison County Board of Com-
missioners last week agreed to give
the sherifl's department an addi-
tional allocation of $46,000 to allow the

Divers for the Greensboro Police Depart-
ment underwater search team prepare to

department to continue anath-
through June 30.

But that amount will not enable the
sheriff’s department to continue at its
current levels, and commissioners
told Brown that he may need to lay off
two deputies. Before last week's addi-
tional allocation, Brown had only
§11,000 left in the sheriff's depart-
ment budget for the remainder of the
fiscal year.

Commissioners also told Brown
last week to meel with Rice to figure
out how the sherifl’s department can
operale on its new budget of $57,000.

Rice and Brown haven't had much
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‘T'm going to save at least $2,000 a month with steps I'm
taking to cut down in the kitchen and car expenses
without laying off any deputies.’

luck reaching an agreement.

Brown said Tuesday that he has
laid off the cook and closed the kit-
chen at Madison County Jail and has
decreased patrol car expenses -
measures that will save about $8,000
for the rest of the fiscal year.

“T'm going to save at least $2,000 a
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1986 murder.

search the French Broad River at the

Divers Search River
For Murder Weapon

From Siaff Reports

Divers began searching in the
French Broad River al Alexander
on Montay for a handgun alleged-
ly used in the 1986 murder of an

Members of the Greenshoro
Police Department’s underwater
weapon that Buncombe County
Sheriff Buck Lyda believes was
used to kill Wesley and Bonnie
umﬂyummmammy

20, 1986.

Lyda said he believes the Mehaf-
feys' killer threw the gun off the
Alexander Bridge, intp the French
Broad River.

Divers on Tuesday found
several unused bullets in the water
beneath the bridge — bullets that
Lyda says may have been thrown
into the river along with the
murder weapon. The bullets are of _
the same caliber as those removed

Alexander Bridge for the gun used in a

Lyda last year brought murder
charges against Roy Lee Fox, a
convicted murder now in prison ;.
for the 1986 slaying of Morris Sams
~ a shooting that occurred at the:
same bridge. i

Buncombe County District Ab k:
torney Robert Fisher dism 4
those charges against Fo)
because of insufficient emm
Lyda said he the gun should pro- |
vide the additional evidence he '
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Sheriff Dedrick Brown

month with steps I'm taking to cut
down in the kitchen and car expenses
without laying off any deputies," he
said. ‘I don’t know what will happen
with that (the deputies)."”

Rice, however, said that Brown
must cut his expenses even more, or
the county will be completely broke.

The county has only $2,000 left in its
confingency fund.

“That's just not enough," Rice
said. “If he doesn’t come out with
some more culs by Wednesday, then I
have no choice but to recommend
that the commissioners call a special
meeting so they can make those
cuts.”

Brown said that's just fine with
him.

“I'm not meeting with Rice again,
and 1 told the commissioners 1 would
not talk with that son of a b—,"
Brown said. I will not have any
discussions with Rice whatsoever. If

they (commissioners) want to talk
about the budget, they can come and
talk to me.”

Several residents have contacted
Brown and told him they would
donate money to thé department to
prevent deputies from being laid off,
he said.

"“If the commissioners elect toeut a
man, I have been told by the public
that they will make up the difference,
if that becomes necessary,” he said.

Brown and other county officials
have been at odds before over funding
for the sheriff's department.

Schools To Begin
Removal Of Asbestos

By BILL STUDENC
Editor
The Madison County Board of
Education last week approved the
hiring of the Buncombe County school
system’s resident engineer to conduct
@ search of Madison school facilities
for ashestos.
" The board agreed to hire Jack
at a rate of $50' an hour to in-
all school buildings for asbestos
develop a plan for the removal of
substance. ;
8- Environtientat Protectiin <,
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because of federal studies linking the
mineral, often used for fireproofing
and insulation, to cancer,

School officials must also haved
adopled a plan for the removal of all
asbéslos from school buildings - in-
clding classrooms, bus garages and
administrative offices — by Oect. 30,
Nichols said.

Materials containing asbestos must
be out of all school facilities by Oct.
12, 1988, he said.
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Nichols - estimated that it mld
take him between two to three weeks
to conduct the asbestos survey and
draw up a plan for removal of the
fibrous, fireproof material. . That
would set the cost of meeting federal
asbestos requirements at between
$4,000 and $6,000.

mmm

wni:-n!ut:
Mhm

County school that could
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asbestos from ‘school buildings

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

Sixty-two Marshall residents and
businesses owe more than $100 each
to the town for municipal waler ser-
vice, with some delinquent bills as
high as $4,000.

That was the word given Monday to
the Marshall Board of Aldermen by
town clerk Linda Dodsen.

The total amount owed to the town

| by water cuslomers whose delinguent

bills are higher than $100 is a whopp-
ing $20,751.83, according to Dodson’s
figures, That does not include over-
due water bills less than $100.
Delinguent water bills have been a
frequently discussed lopic at
meetings of the Marshall Board of
Aldermen. The board has, several
times in the past, threatened to ''get

year or 18 months, but school officials

The Board again took no action
Monday night, although board
members seemed upset al the
lengthy list of overdue accounts of
more than §100.

“There’s no sense in bills going four
or five years without being paid,”
said Alderman Ed *‘Doc”’ Niles.'

Niles. suggested . that the town
stamp the delinquent bills with a
notice that immediate payment be
made.

“We're nol even breaking even on
the water,” he said,

The town, aohrlaltulm-llﬂlm,l
year, has had lo transfer $6,981.84
from its general fund to the water and

$37,000.

Delinquent Water Accounts
Top $20,000 In Marshall

tough™ on residents and businesses
with overdue water accounts, but has
never initiated a sustained effort to
collect money owed the town,

sewer fund to meet payments in the
water department, Dodson said. .

“‘I‘hebutwaytow#'hto
get a list first and see who owes what
and try to do to keep them
from getting mad," said Alderman
Jackie Davis. “If we just approach
mutollhuepenph,ﬂny'llhhm
of it,”

In other action at Monday’s
meeting, the board agreed o give the
Marshall police officers a raise from
$5 an hour to $6 an hour, and other
mw.mmn&

“I'll tell you what 1 think - $6 an
hour for the policemen and you all
cando what you want. Five dollars an
hour is not a lot of money. That (the
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