Vol. 88 No. 16

~ MADISON
COUNTY LIBRARY
GENERAL. DELIVERY
MARSHALL

Semng Mad:son And Northem Buncombe Counties

Thursday, April 21, 1988

Weaverville May Lift Water Tap Moratorium

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

Weaverville officials will conduct a
study lo determine if they should lift a
l4-year ban on providing municipal
waler service oulside the town limits.

Mayor Reese Lasher, in calling for
the study al Monday night's meeting
of the Weaverville Town Council, said
thal a moratorium on new waler taps
outside the corporale limits has
hampered the town's economic
development efforts.

Lasher also said that the recently
approved agreement with the
Asheville-Buncombe Water Authority

Madison
Jail

Reopens

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

Three of the four Madison County
Sheriff’s Department dispatchers
laid off last month are back on the job
- but they're not getting paid for it.
The former dispatchers are part of
a volunteer force being used by
Sheriff Dedrick Brown (o answer
emergency calls and provide full-
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the laid off dispatchers, auxiliary
deputies and others - Brown has
reopened the jail and will keep the
jail open until July 1, when the
Madison County Board of Commis-

sioners approves a new budget.
Brown is hoping that his slice of the
budget will include funding for four
full-time who also serve
as jailers. If the county does not pro-
vide funding for the jail, Brown has
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should provide Weaverville with all
the waler it needs for customers in-
side and outside town limits.

Lifting the moratorium and exten-
ding water service to customers out-
side the town could also provide funds
for an independent water system for
Weaverville, he said.

“In Weaverville, we have had a
moratorium in place on the use of
water since 1974. That moratorium
has prohibited the growth of this com-
munity,” Lasher said.

“Weaverville, being a major part
of the North Buncombe community,
needs to continue that type of leader-
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Reems Creek Golf Club, scheduled for anne-

ship role. The only way we can do that
is through water and sewer facilities
that we have," he said.

Weaverville could actually profit
from providing water to customers
outside the town limils, he said. Town
officials could decide to charge non-
municipal customers a water rate
that would cover the cost of providing
the water, plus give the town money
to set aside for future improvements
to the water system.

"I believe the study will show that
we're able to do this and it won’t cost
the town any money,” Lasher said. *'1
believe we will be able to make
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money from the sale of water and |
believe we will be able to make
money from tap fees,"

Town officials have been studying
several options to improve the supply
of water in the Weaverville area.
Among those oplions are tapping the
French Broad or the vy rivers. Most
Weaverville officials seem to favor
utilizing the Ivy River as a waler
source, bul cost estimates on a water
system based on the river have been
as high as $10.5 million,

“I believe this (lifting the water
moratorium) will be a better way to
raise money for the Ivy River project
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lawsuit to block the satellite annexation of

xation July 1, may not become part of B89 acres of property designated for residen-

Weaverville. A group of residents has filed a

"uh ;tff"l
Wt |

| *‘*ﬁ:“fhfﬂwﬁ-:f P

tial development.

 om oL By

without raising water rates and
without raising taxes,”” Lasher said.

“If we can raise money to defer the
cost of building a plant this way
rather than by raising waler rates or
property tax rates, I think all of our
people would support that approach,”
he said.

Town officials increased water
rates by 27 percent last year to help
provide money for the new water
syslem.

Depending upon what the study
reveals, Weaverville officials may
lift the water tap moratorium as ear-
ly as this fall.

Councilman Harold Payne asked
that study also include a look at the
town's water lines,

“We need to know if our pipes are
suitable-to get water here,” Payne
said. "Our problem is not availabili-
ty. I think it is distribution. Will our
pipes handle it?"”

Weaverville officials last year iron-
ed oul an agreement with the
Asheville-Buncombe Water Authority
through which the town will purchase
waler.

That agreement is designed only as
an interim solution until the town ean
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Lawsuit Could
Halt Annextion
Of Golf Course

By BILL STUDENC
Editor
A group of Weaverville residents
has followed through on threats to file
a lawsuit against the town of Weaver-
ville to prevent the satellite annexa-
ems Creek Golf Club.

tation of the golf club
Wwslit comes to trial.
e S. Sitton will conduct

eombe Cmmty&npeior(.wt ludeta'
mine whether he will issue a restrain-
ing order halting annexation pro-
ceedings.

The annexation of 89 acres and 189
homesites of the development is
scheduled to take effect July 1.

The lawsuit, filed last Thursday by
Bennetl, alleges that the annexation

violates state law governing the an-
nenﬁmotmﬂalhmlm

that includes an IN:H. golf course
plus other property designated as for
“future development.”

Under state law, all of a subdivision
must be incladed in a request for
satellite annexation, according to
Bennett.

The plaintiffs in the lawsuit -
Joseph Joyner and his wife, Amn;
Juanila Proffitt, Mary Traxler,
Lawrence Sprinkle and David Bell -
contend that the golf course and “for
future development’ property is part
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Ramsey Gives Nod To Hardison

In Race For Lieutenant Governor

By BILL STUDENC
Editor
State Sen. Harold Hardison, one of
three Democratic candidates for
lieutenant governor, has _been

- that of House

's noontime gathering,
he knows all. three
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As an example, Ramsey told of how
Hardison played a major role in ob-

in common. “We have lo represent
the whole state,” he said.

His campaign for lieutenant gover-
nor has taken him to all 100 counties
in North Carolina.

“‘We are doing well with our cam-




